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18 THE AFFABLE STRANGER

That swift absurdity epitomizes New York.

If you want a man of any nationality or from

any place, you can find him in a minute or two

if you care to search. In trying to get in touch

with the United States, or even the whole
world, it is not necessary to leave Manhattan
Island. But I was not searching. I was wait-
ing for mine own to come to me. In this care-
free and receptive mood I met men from many
States of the Union and from many walks of
life. Some I met as old friends, some in the
way of business, and some by the simple expe-
dient of borrowing a match in a smoking-car or
hotel lobby. As none suspected any motive
beyond what appeared on the surface, they
talked copiously if not always entertainingly.
And I soon discovered the astounding fact that
if my patriotic sentiments were to be out-
raged I must pave the way for the insult my-
self. The war and international relations never
cropped up. Of course the Americans lack the
irritant of the adverse exchange which touches
Canadian business life at many points every
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