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ouflaving the Colonics." This has been the miir,

form language of the malcontents on both fides of
the Atlantic, The Congrefs has affumed it to

juftify their rebellion ; and the oppolition to Go-
vcrument in Britain has echoed it, lome of them to

conceal their third for emoluments and dignities',

the iole giound of their oppofition ; and others,

I'cpublican in principle, to cover their as yet im-
jnature defign of dcltroying our happy confbtulion*
It has been aderted fo often and to confidently,

in as well as out of Parliament, that the incautious,

who feldom examine the motives of human con-
duft, have believed it.

To prove that this opinion is not founded in

truth—that neither the conduft of this nor of any
pad reign has produced this rebellion, but that it

has fjprung from different caufes, exiding as early

as the beginning of the (ixteenth century, and been
nourifhed by thofe two fiends, Superdition and
Ambition, the great enemies to religious and civil

liberty—is the defign of this Effay. But before I

proceed to fupport this opinion, I (hall fhew the
abfurdity of that which 1 oppofe. This will dif-

pel the mid which has been cad before the eyes
of the mifinformed, and enable the candid to per-

ceive the truth in its due force.

. In almod every fociety, oppofition to legal go-
vernment has been a common event. In almod
every indance which hidory affords, it has arifen

from continued injudice and oppreflion in the

rulers. Thefe have been the means, by which am-
bitious men, of whom every fociety has its fhare,

have been enabled to incite the vulgar to fedition,

and finally to throw off their allegiance. But the

American rebellion in this refpe£l fiands didin-

guiihed from all others. It can appeal neither to

antecedent injudice nor opprefiion for an excufe.

At the time it broke out, the people in the Colonies
were more free, and happy than any others on earth,

A fummary view of the conduft of the State towards
the Colonies, from the dawn of their fettlements»
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