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as are attentive to their welfare. Voyage de Ulloa, torn. 1. 335;

356. Of thole fingular qunlities he produces many extraordinary

inftances, p. 336—347. " lafenfibihty," fays M. de la Condaininci

" is the bafis of the American charadttr, I leave others to determine,

whether this Ihoukl be dignified with the name of apathy, or difgraced

with that of Ilupidity. It arifes, wittout doubt, from the finallnuni-

her of their ideas, which do not extend beyond their wants. Gluttons

even to voracity, when they have wherewithal to fatisfy their appetite.

Temperate, wiien necefllty obliges them, to fuch a degree that they

can endure want without feeming to defire any thing. Pufillanimous

and cowardly to excefs, unlets when they are rendered defpetate by

drunkennefs. Averfe to labour, indifferent to every motive of glory,

honour, or gratitude; occupied entirely by the objeit that is prefent,

and always determined by it alone, without any folii'itude about

futurity ; incapable of forefight or of refle(iilion ; abandoning them-

felves, when under no reftraint, to a puerile joy, which they exprefs

by frilking about, and immoderate fits of laughter j without objeft

or defign, they pafs their life without thinking, and grow old without

advancing beyond childhood, of which they retain all the defcfts.

If this defcription were applicable only to the Indians in fome pro-

vinces of Peru, who are flaves in every refpedt but the name, one

might believe, that this degree of dfgencracy was occafioned by the

fervile dependence to which they are reduced i the example of the

modern Greeks being proof how far fervitude may degrade the human

fpecies. But the Indians in the miffions of the Jefuits, and the favages

who ftUl enjoy unimpaired liberty, being as limited in their faculties,

not to fay as ftupid as the other, one cannot obierve, without humi-

Uation> that man, when abandoned to fimple nature, and deprived of

the advantages rcfulting from education and fociety, differs but little

from the brute creation." Voyage de la Riv, de Amaz. 52, 53. M.

de Chanva-lon, an intelligent and philoibphical obferver, who vifited

Martinico in 1751, and refided there fix years, gives the following

defcription' of the Caraibs. "It is not the red colour of their com-

plexion, it is not the fingularity of their features, which conftitutes

the


