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clamour of the people of the North for war upon their former

brethren of the South. I then, and ever since have, regarded

Abraham Lincoln, his counsellors and supporters, as the real

traitors who had overthrown the constitution and government

of the United States, and established in lieu thereof an odious

despotism ; and this opinion I entered on the journal of the

Convention when I signed the ordinance of secession. I

recognized the right of resistance and revolution as exercised

by our fathers in 1776, and, without cavil as to the name by

which it was called, 1 entered the military service of my State,

willingly, cheerfully, and zealously.

When the State of Virginia became one of the Confederate

States, and her troops were turned over to the Confederate

Government, I embraced the cause of the whole Confederacy

with equal ardour, and continued in the service, with the de-

termination to devote all the energy and talent I possessed

to the common defence. I fought through the entire war,

without once regretting the course I had pursued; with an

abiding faith in the justice of our cause ; and I never saw the

moment when I would have been willing to consent to any

compromise or settlement short of the absolute independence

of my country. .umo'i

' It was my fortune to participate in most of the great military

operations in which the army in Virginia was engaged, both

before and after General Lee assumed the command. In the

last year of this momentous struggle, I commanded, at differ-

ent times, a division and two corps of General Lee*s Army,

in the campaign from the Rapidan to James River, and, sub-

sequently, a separate force which marched into Maryland,

threatened Washington City^ and then went through an event-

ful campaign in the Valley of Virginia. No detailed reports

of the operations of these different commands were made
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