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12 THE NIAGARA SHIP CANAL.

gation, admirably adapted to tlie use of steam vessels, and
to the towing uf freight barges by steam.

With thib Canal constructed, we shall require the cheap-

est possible communication between the Lakes and our

Atlantic ciliis, to maintain the ascendancy wo now hold

in this great internal trade.

The IS'iagara Ship Canal, and the proposed further en-

largement ofthe locks of the Oswego and L'rie('aiials,would

not oidy relieve the Western trade from existing embarrass-

ments, but provide amply for its demands for greater ca

pacity of transportation ; and at the same time secure a

lower cost of transportation between the Lakes and tide-

water, than bv anv other route.

Let us examine this point brieliy :

The most reliable data we have, shewing the actiuil cost

of trauKportotion by different modes of conveyance, are

tlK)se furnished by the Hon. AY. J. McAlpine, late State

Engineer of the State of JSIew York, in his Rei'ort to the

Legislature, on Kailroads, in 1855.

From this data Mr. McAlpine deduced the following

results :

Tlie i;ost of transportatiun per ton, per mile is
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Now, the distance by the Lake from Chicago to

Buffalo, is one thousand miles ; and the actual cost

of transporting a ton of freight, accortling to the estimate

of Mr. J? -Alpine, is two mills per ton per mile, or
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