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hazards ; ncvcrtlieless, his feelings towards tlie

Sioux were friendly, in proof of which he

had hrought tlicni a present of tol)aceo and

corn. So saying, he ordered a])out fifteen

carottes of tobacco, and as many bags of corn,

to be brought from the boat and laid in a heap

near the council fire.

The sight of these presents mollified the

chieftain, who had doubtless ])een previously

rendered considerate by the resolute conduct of

the white men, the judicious disposition of their

little armament, the completeness of their

equipments, and the compact array of battle

which they presented. He made a speech in

reply, in which he stated the object of their

hostile aasemblage, which had been merely to

prevent supplies of arms and ammunition from

going to the Aricaras, Mandans, and Minata-

rees, with whom they were at war ; but being

now convinced that the party were carrying no

supplies of the kind, but merely proceeding in

quest of their brothers beyond the mountains,

they would not impede them in their voyage.

He concluded by thanking them for their pre-
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