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cdrefuly at th« fame time, to make it appear, that

the coromifTaries of France had nothing to oppofe
to this rjght> but pretences of early difcovery and
po(re(Iion> which their own hidorians overturn. Or
a temporary fettlement^ gained by an ufurpation* which
the law of nations will not juilify, or a remote cooftruc-

tion of treaties, inconfillent with both the letter, inten*

tion, and fpirit of them. And therefore thooght them*
felves warranted to conclude, with a renewal of that af-

fertion they began with, that the right to the iOand of
St. Lucia, is not in the crown of ii^raoce, but in the

crown of Great-Britain. /

This point concerning St. Lucia, however, was ne<r

ver abfolutely determined; for the French court would
never admit the prior rightsandjuHifiable claims of the

Britilh, becaufe they were refolved at all>eventf toieize

thofe illands and hold them in pofTeflion, well knowing
the great value of them.

And at this time a third difpote was arrived at fuch %
height, and become foextremly critical ,that the conferen*

ces about the neutral iilandsceafed, when the attention of
both courts became entirely warped another way. This
is the difpute concerning the lands on the Ohio. When
the Freneh began to fee that their defigns upon Novs
Scotia would for the prefen t be fruftrated, they renew-
ed without lofs of time their old and extenfive projeft

of uniting Canada to Louifiana. To execute this pro*

jedt, they feized on the whole territory which lay be*

tween their two colonies, and began to ereA forts to

fecure their illegal capture. Thefc forts were fo fitua*

ted as to hem in all the Britifli fettlements by being on
their backs, and thereby excluding them from all com-
munication with the Indians: and here lay the founda-

tion of that more latent aim, which was nothing lefs

than hoping one day to extripate the Britifli entirely

from the whole continent of North America, Tho*
thi-s proje^ had been near a cetitury in agitation, yet it

never alarmed the Britilh till this period; when the

French had drawn over to their intereft the Iroquois^

and advanced over the Apalachean mountains, and ptt^

tended a right to the weftern conines of Pennfylvania
i^nd Yirgina. - ^
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