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passage home. I was considerably amused at

this, but determined on tuking the 100/. and

pleasing myself about going home. I was

resolved, at all events, to see the rest of

Avalon, and complete as far as I could the

survey of that part of the country. However,

after some time they determined to vote 450/.,

350/. as salary and 100/. for travelling ex-

penses, and a member called on me privately,

recommending me not to take a vessel, since

in that case I could make as much money

out of this grant as out of the former one

!

I need hardly say that my object was not to

make money, but a geological survey ; how-

ever, as they had shown so strong a disposition

to throw me overboard, without notice given

or reason assigned, I determined to take them

at their word. My travelling expenses the

previous year, including the cost of the vessel,

had amounted to upwards of 400/. It was

now near the middle of May, much valuable

time was lost, and if I stayed to equip a small

craft, I should not be off before June: so I

determined to trust to chance for my passage

alongshore, and to set off with only a servant,

a knapsack, and a shooting-jacket.


