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ignorance of their soKliers. Alexamler, near Arbclla. w.is oljli^i.,! to u>e

all his skill to calm the tenor that an eclipse hail ca:-t o\er histioops.

1 luis it is that sujjerior men, rather than sink untler the circumstances

which oppress them, exert their art to turn them to their profit.

How man\- fables were built on the idea that eclipses were the effect of

lJi\ine wratli, which avenged the iniquiiies of man l)y depriving him <f

light I Sometimes Diana sought I'".nd)-mion in the mountains of L'aiia;

sometimes the magicians of Thessaly caused the moon to fall on the

herbs destined for enchantment.

Now it is a dragon which devi)urs the sun, and whole iiati<ins seek to

frighten it awa)' by cries; or it is supposed that (iod hold> the sun en-

closed in a tube, and hides or shows u> the light b)' mean^ of a sluiUer.
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when the wrath of heaven will burst forth. Science is the sure death of

superstition.

Biot gi\'es us very curious details on the rites which piesidetl ami

which still preside over th'. observation of the eclipses in tiie Cele^tial

Empire. The Emperor is considered to be the son of hca\en ; and with

this title his government ought to present the picture of the immutal)le

order which governs the celestial mo\ements. When the two great lum-

inaries—the sun and the moon—instead of following their own routes

scparatel\-, cross each other's paths, tl'.e regularity of the order of the

heavens appears to be upset; and the disturbance which is there mani-

fested must have its likeness, as well as the cause, in the disorders of the

goxernment of the Emperor. An eclipse of the sun was then considered

as a warning gi\-en by Heaven to the Emperor to examine his faults and

correct them. When this phenomenon was announced beforehand by the

npointed astronomer, the emperors and grandees of this court prepared

themselves by fasting, and dressing in the plainest garments.


