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wards with cnnsiilorablo force (PI. 10). TIu' segments of the ovary havin*^ ah-eady hent

themselves at a sharp anj^le with the beak, the result of this movement is to throw the

seed, or even tlie entire carpel, to a considerable distance. So far as I liave examined

them in tiie field, or as the indications of herbarium sjieeimens are to be trusted, our spe-

cies Iichavc uniCormly in this manner (thou<>h in L. imslllum the carpels do not bend

abruptly above the ovary) with the exception of (i. Hohrrtiaimm (PI. 10, tig. 10) and some

of the <Mhcr s,>i.a]l-llowered species, where the ripened segments of the ovary, though

nominally dehiscent, remain closed about the seeds, imprisoning them. To compensate

for this, these si'guients nearly separate from the stylar appendages, with which, in (t.

Jioh'tiidiiinti, they are linally connected only by a ]niir of slender silk-like bundles of

fi'!)res. When the style at length bn'aks away and suddenly becomes arched, these

fi'oi'cs give way and the ovarian segment with its enclosed seed is thrown olf with much
foi'ce, often to .i distance (>f many feet. (Note i.)

KUODIUNt, L'llor., Ceraii. PI. 1-(1; IVntli. nnd Hook. (Ion., i, 272.

At length mostly caulescent, with often pinnatisect leaves; i)eduncles mostly umbel-

l.itely sivcial-llowered; tlowei's nearly I'cgnlar, the upper ])etals a trille smallest ; stamens

with aiilliers '), opposite the sepals, iilteri\atiiig with as many sterile lilaments; carpels

very sharp-|)oiuted l)elow. coveri'd with obli(|uely ascending appressed hairs, at most tar-

dily dehiscent; stylos spirally twisted lu'low wlu'U ripe, bearded on the inner side; seed

obconieal or oblong, not sculptured; otherwisi' as in (irraniinii.— About fifty sj)ecies,

mostly natives of the n(»rth f'.'m[)ei'ate portion of the ()\d World, some of them widely

distributed as wei'(ls.

Svvopsis «»i' Noirni Ameiucax Si'KcrKS.

*Le;!ves round-ovate, with approximated lobes, oi- Udt lobed; seed large, -I-;' nun. long.

Pedicels glandular, seeds stout. ...... A'. marroji/ii/Uion.

Not at all glandular, seeds slender. ...... ^. Tfxanutii.

* * Leaves o\ate-ol)loug, with approximate lobes; seed smaller, nut over W nun. long.

Fruit very small, beak 2.") mm. l(»ng. . . . . . E. vialac/ioides.

Fruit n>ueli lai-ger, beak 70-120 nun. long.

Leaves pinnatifid with ii-regi'Iariy toothed segments. . . . E. liofri/s.

("auline li'aves bipiunatisect with linear-oblong segments; si-pals and fruit very

large. ........... E. (Jiconhnn.

* * * Leavi's obldug, with remote segnients; seed as in the last.

Jieaves [tinuatilid, or bi]»inuatilid, with ii'regularly sei-rate segments; stipides obtuse.

E. iiioschalmn,

J^eavis bipiunatisect, with narrow sharp-toot lu'd segments; sti[)ides acute.

E. cicutavium.
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