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tions by her deserved it. He might have made
lier childhood hapi)ier: but it had been an error

of judgment only which had given him the api)ear-

ance of harshness, and deprived him of her early

love; and now, on really knowing each other,

their mutual attachment became very strong.

After settling her at Thornton Lacey with every

kind attention to her comfort, the object of almost

every day was to see her there, or to get her away
from it.

Selfishly dear as she had long oeen to Lady
Bertram, she could not be parted with willingly

by her. No happiness of soi**or niece could make
her wish the marriage. But it was possible to

part with her, because Susan remained to supply

her place. Susan became the stationary niece, —
delighted to be so! — and equally well adapted for

it by a readiness of mind and an inclination for use-

fulness, as Fanny had been by sweetness of tem-

per and strong feelings of gratitude. Susan could

never be spared. First as a comfort to Fanny,
then as an auxiliary, and last as her substitute,

she was established at Mansfield, with every ap-

pearance of equal permanency. Her more fearless

disposition and happier nerves made everything

easy to her there. AYitli quickness in understand-

ing the tempers of those she had to deal with., and
no natural timidity to restrain any consequent

wishes, she was soon welcome and useful to all;

and after Fanny's removal succeeded so naturally

to her influence over the hourly comfort of her

aun% as gradually to become, perhaps, the most
beloved of the tw^o. In her usefulness, in Fanny's


