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"which it was committed, it yliftll bo reduced from "hein-

ous" misdemeanor r.nd lose that pretix, and involve no
infamy. Manslaufijhter stands alone, and rcrjuires to he
treated accord inj;'ly. Tliis ])i"()p!)S]tion would be most
pernicious if api)lied to any o'.lu'r offence.

27tli.—That in all other offi nci:s ag.mnst the pf.p.sox, if

the Court be of opinion that dctennon in the i\'nitentiary

would be too severe a punishmeiit, a voiNiict of "assault"
onlv shall be tai-cen wsLad of for \\n}. hiiiher oftence, and
punishable as above. This is not to aflbct the assaidts now
findable by jury in felonies. Tiiese would be "heinous
crimes" under it, and the limit of detenrion on conviction

for them would be three years as now. The word "oidy"
makes all the verbal dilrei'enco needed. For its great

force in a verdict see Wood fall's case.

2Sth.—That on any trial for an offence a^L!;ctinst the ad-

ministration of justice, except in ])erjury or suborFation

thereof, if the Court think that the olfence ought to be
more leniently dealt with than a conviction for ''heinous"
misd('nieanor (or crime) would allow c)f, the veidict shrnid

be taken for "conteni])t" ordy." And in order to meet
all cases (a tar more nunicj-ous elas^) of olf-nces against

pr<"tperty, and attempts again^-t the pu/.sc^ as vrell as to

cover a vast nund)er of traii-^actioi.s which the law, as

existing, has not ju-operly ]>rovi(h'(l fir, it is rKoro^Ki) that

a NEW CLASS of offences, only qtaisi-ci IhluklI^ be inaugu-

rated, to be in legal guilt penal an's (that i:-, adopting tlio

nomenclature ot the late Mr. D. lloss, such acis as incur a

penalty but do not amount to a nii>deinv'uiH")r, and are not

subject to an indictment), and that these offences shoukl

be known as penal tresi)asses. Uecanse the last word
would be used in civil suits for many of these if so fol-

lowed, and because the old trespass (from the ire,y)t(.ss of

the jSorman lawyers) included small transLn-essioiis of all

kinds.f TuE punishment pkopo3i:i) foij such is a ])enalty not

exceeding $20 (twenty dollars) and costt', luul rci^titntlon it

requisite ; or, in delault of restitution, compensation for

• There are contempts, it is said, triable by jury. Tlius the finding

would nf>t be far from prtjctsdentod.

For this word in this conuectioa see "Traversu" in Burns's Justice,

page 324, vol. 4, edition 15.

t See Burns's Justice, page 224, vol. 4, edition 15 (word traverse). It

also containi the word *' contempt."


