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injustice to French Oanaditiiis

—

G»ji] forbid—and not to perpe-

trate a wrong to any citizen. (Cheois.) I look foi- the day when
there will be French Canadians with hearts larire enough and

uiind.s comprehensive enougli to take in the situation, aiul to see

that this is but an idle dream that can never be realized. Talk ol' a

nation to perform on this contin(>nt the part played by Old France I

Surely Anglo-Saxons will never tolerate the pranks Old France

played in Europe. Surely any man must see that this is pre-

posterous folly, wild fancies, madness, and yet the feeling, the

policy of practical politicians is there and must ha taken account

of. I hope and look forward however, for some large-minded

Frenchman who will cotne out among the people of his Province,

and in the face of the cures, say, " 1 am for Britisii nationality

and will endeavor to bring u\y peof>le into line for a British

country." (Cheers.) We should receive such a man with open
arms, and we should encourage everything of that kind, no mat-

ter whence it emenates. (Hear.) We have no hostility ^o Que-
bec, their good is our good. They are being extir,)ated from the

land,—are being driven away in hundreds of thousands by the

iniquitous tithe law imposed by the Act of 1774?—eonseci-ated by
ithe Act of 1867. What does history teach u.s. It is a poor

arming country in Quebec, or possibly it is farmed by a j>oor

class of farmers. The people are already over-bvndened and they

are fleeing by hundreds of thousands from these burdens. I saw
a statement the other day that 200 heads of families in Rimouski
have disappeared across the borders within a few months. Is it

to be wondered at? Do you think that people will continue for

centuries to be tied down by tithes, fabrique, assessment.s, etc.,

when there* is a land of frefdom for them across the bordei-. If

it is an object to us to keep our people here, I want to see the

French Canadians kept here so long as their interests are not an-

tagonistic to the rest of the Dominion, and this can only be
ol)tained by doing away with laws of this kind. (Loud cheers.)

When w* look back to 184i4-5, and at the action of the Impei'iai

Parlit'-o^'^'^ I think we can v.ell ask them to give iis power to

aiu^ni. C)'i con.ititution by eleminating such parts as ai'e inimical

t 'Jii, j"ob'ii3 x^eal. Are we to be told that in this 19ch century
^hi : 'a,w fi unchanged a)id unchangeable? Are we to have
Sej'arai'; b ids in Upper Canada, tithe assessments in Lower
Canada, dual language in the Dominion Parliament, and dual
languages in Quebec, the North-west and Manitoba Are
we to be denied the right of free men, or consistently with
JrMi>erial interests and the duty we owe to the Crown, and with


