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at a time viien you cannet afford to throw
away one dollar.

One of the streng points that was brought
forward some time ago viien titis Bill wvas
firat mentioned was the idea ef finding work
for the soldiers. That has already beezi
diecussed, and I vill only refer te it briefly.
There were many persona vite entertained
that idea as being a good one. It vas hoped
that by thus means vork would bo found
for the returned -soidiers. But we know
nov, what very few persona in this country
knew twelve or eighteen me' nthe ago, that
the returned soidiers are not geing te work
on the highways. If yeu start in to niahe
this expenditure, there is one thing that
viii happen. The returned soldiers yull flot
take up the vork. Where viii you get
your labour? The vages viii be net less
than $3 a day for a man, and it rwill prob-
ably be at least $6 for a man and a pair et
homses. These-rates of pay will have te ho
offered te everybody, and in the Maritime
Provinces, se long as work -is being done
on the highwayaL at these rates, there %vill

-net bc a f armer in those provinces working
on his farm, because on the f arm he cannot
Maltc half as much. Ail te farmers wil
be working on the highways. If you pro-
vide titis money for expenditure, you. wiii
make it practicaily impossible te obtaîn
farm labeur.

I agree with the proposition that a case
has net been made eut for titis Bill. The
impesing upon the Dominion et Canada of
an expenditure of $20,000,000 is net justified.
We are becoming a litile tee reekiess about
m1illions. There vas a time when $20,O00
meant sometiting and probably caused a
bigger row titan do the 120,00O,000 to-day.
But there is a different time eoming, and it
is not very far a'way. People are feeling the
pincit now. The taxes are increasing, as
they must increase, every year and for
years te 'come. It is ail very weli te say:
"«Well, titis is only one grant cf $20,OOO,OOO."
But titsît is a good argument for further
grants et as inany more millions as you can
counti and it would bo wise, I think, for
this House te declare that, as this is a Bill
for the expenditure et a large sum et
meney, it sheuid ho deferred to somne other
day. For these reasons I amn prepared te
support the motion for the. six-menths hoist.

Hon. R. BLALN: I amn in accord vith the
Bill that is now befere the House for dis-
cussion. I have aiways beiieved, and I
believe nov. that there is ne money which
this Goverument could expend that wouid
be more in the interest ef the people, par-

ticularly the agricuitural -population, than
an appropriation to be expended in a pro-
per way upon good roade. The road q'ues-
tien, in the province of Ontario particulariy,
has been one of importance for many years.
In the early history of the province there
were complainte in respect te the expend-
iture of money on roada by the Provincial
Government, especially in the northern part
of the province. It _was stated that the
money was flot weil expended, Happily for
the province of Ontario, those dark days
have paased away. There is now a distinct
understanding, among ail the people of the
province of Ontario at least, that money ex-
pended upon good roads makes it easier for
the farmer te go te and f rom market and
is money expended in the best intereats of
the agricultural population. I have great
respect for the statements which have been
made by my colleagues on the floor of this
Houise, aud it may ho that in their prov-
inces this sentiment does not prevail. If
it does net, may I suggest that the dark
days in those provinces will paso away. I
do not think it is a strong enough argument
to say that this money anay not be well
expenided because other moneya expended
upon good roada in those provinées have
not been properly expended. That argument
should flot ho sufficient te induce this House
to oppose the wise expenditure of money
for good roade in all the provinces of Can-
ada. Mfay I read section 3 of the BMPl

(1> For the purpose of constructingr and im-
provinif hlghways la Canada the Governor In
Council nia> autiiorize the payaient out of the
Consolldated Revenue Fund of Canada of the
sum of twenty million dollars during the.period
of flve years from the first day of April, one
tbousand. 'nine hundred and nineteen.

(2) Subject to the. conditions herelnafter
mentionec% such suru shall be allotted and paid
as fol!ows:

(a) 2ighty thousand dollars shal ib. pald
each year to the. government of each province;

(b) The Temainaier of such urn Ohall bd
ahlotted and p&id to the governmente of th6
respective provinces In proportion to the popu-
lations of the *aid provinces respectivel>', as
determined b>' the latest Federal census of
each province.

There is fairness about this which ought
to appesi to the people of t.his country, and
in my humble opinion it does appeal, and
the meaeure wiii in my opinion receive the
support of the people. I think some cf the
objections that have been raised are met in
this part of the Bill:

The. aad payments shaîl be made subjeot to
the followtng conditions:

(a) Anmy hlghway for which aid le granted
shail bo conatructedl or improved. as the case
ma>' ho. in accerdance wlth the terms cf an
agreement te b. made b>' the. iinistor with the


