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Vincial goveruments, and their roads are to,
be exempt from the operation of these
clauses, then ail private companies siml-
iarly situated should be exempt. I cannot
understand 'why a goverament road should
be exempt, and the difficulties m Uiich have
been pointed out by the Secretary of State
applied -to a local rond similarly situated.
Now, it le well known to people, lu Ontario
at least-whether the Secretary of State has
rend the debates lu the local House or flot
[ do flot know-that 'while the gavernment
advanced the money on Its credit for the
construction of the rond ailuded to by the
Secretary of State, they neyer lntend to, rn
that rond themselves. The declaration of
the govemument le, that the road shall be
leased to some parties who would be able
to operate It In connection wlth their other
roads, and the chances are 99 to one that lt
will fal Into, the hands of the Grand Trunk
Ra1lway, because if the Grand Trunk Rail-
way or Grand Trunk Pacific Rallway Com-
pany, carry out tbeir Intentions, that rond
wlll form a part of the connectlng llnk be-
tween the Grand Trunk Railway In Ontario
joIing It at North Bay over that portion
of the Grand Trunk Rnllway ta Toronto,
and down thraugh Ontario. For rny part,
I cannot uirderstand the force of the reason-
lng of the hon. gentleman, unless he gaes
further and exempts ail the Independent
Unes sltuated as the Ontario government
Une le situated. I admit It: will flot npply
ta many. I know very few independent linos
lu the province of Ontario. They have been
absorbed either by the Grand Trunk Rail-
way or the Cnnadinn Pacific Railway, and
ta make this exception la favour of the
provincial governmont rond in Ontarlô,
would bo partlality towards a government
of which a private company would bo de-
prived, and I do flot thlnk the Senate ouglit
ta accept It.

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED-Do I understand
tram my hon. friend the Secretary of State
that the government, having embodied thîs
princîpie in the Bill, are now prepared ta
recede from the position they bave taken
with reference ta the authority of this par-
lianient over tliat claq, of roa(is rnentiolied
ln the Bill, because it amounts ta that My
Lion. friend rnust certninly have undergone
a radical change of opinion sixice he vated
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lmet night, when he vated agalnst the motion
of my hon. frien-d from DeSalaberry.

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-Although I arn repre-
senting the govemament ln this Hlouse, hon.
gentlemen cannot suppose 1 amn ln com-
munion wlth the government la alI the
changes that have takon place lu this Biîl
When It goes back ta the House of Gom-
mons, they may differ entlrely frorn the
position I taire home. 0f course, the Hanse
had the power ta make changes ln the Bill.
i necessarily have ta comment on that, and
ta act on the spur 0f the moment on
my own judgment. I quite admit the force
of the observation made by the leader of
the opposition, and I must confess, when
I first heard the amendment rend, I dld sup-
pose It applied ta ail provincial ronds. I
had mentioned partlcularly, as a good Illus-
tration, the Timiskaming Railway. but
I had la my mmnd ail provincial ronds, be-
cause tîose ronds have very sia Il i-vvviiies.
and the proportion of the freight rate that
they would receive from the haulage of
frelght coming over perhaps a thousand
miles of another rond, and running over
ten or twelve mlles of the short hune, would
be so lsigniflcant that the local rond could
not Ilve on It, and the proprietors of that
rond should have the opportunity to say
whether they acquiesce in the proposai to
place their line under this generai traffic
clause. I amn oniy spenking my own in-
dividual views. I arn wiliing ta accept tat
ameudment as a compromise. As hon, gen-
tlemen know, my first propositiona wns that
the provincial ronds should only be brought
la sa far as crossings and connections were
co ncemned. Then 1 was willing ta go fur-
ther, and tais la the further concession 1
arn wiliing ta accept. 0f course, the whole
subjeet Is in the hands of the Hanse.

Hon. Mr. FERGUS0N-My hon. friend,
1 understand, abjects ta binging railways
operatlng under provincial charters within
the operation of this Bill as far as through
rates are concerned. Did I understand my
hon. friend. ta make tat objection ?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-Yes.

Han. Mr. FERGUSON-The ineadment
which my hon. friend is willing the House
rhould accept distlnctly conta las the pro-
vision that, as far as tarough rates are


