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kept in session another week. lie thought
it a zpatter in wbich they might congratu-
late themselves that every measure which
had been sent from this House to the
Commons had baen adopted by the latter
without amendment, except in one instance
in which aslight amendment was ruade.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER said he was
quite ready tosit a fortnight here if neces-
sary. (A laugh )

PROHIBITION.

lion. Mr. VIDAL, on rising to speak to
the order for the consideration of the re-
port of the Select Committee on the peti-
tions for the passing of a prohibitory
liquor law, said it was bis desire to have
broughtfully before the House the mat.
ters connected with this report, the sub.
ject of which was the liquor traffic ;
but he felt at this advanoed stage of the
session, in view uf the pressing importance
of the inessures now awaiting their con-
sideration, it would be unwise for him
to encroach upon the time of the flouse
with any remai ks upon the ques.
tion generally. It woul be noted
that the Committee had carefully avoided
committing the House to any expression
of opinion that would render debate
necessary at this time. They haid simply
committed the louse to this statement-
that the time had arrived when the earnest
attention of the Government and Legisla-
ture should be given to this important
subject, with the view of discovering and
applying the best remedy to the gigantic
evils connected with the liquor traffic,
which were afflcting the country, and that
steps should be taken to obtain such
officiai information as was necessary to the
guidance of the House in dealing .with
this question. Those were the orly
two points brought out in the report.
The remainder of the report was noth.
ing more than a statement of facts, de
clartng to the House what the petitioners
had asked for. They would tind that car.
tamvery important statements were ruade
there, and, what was also regarded as
highly important, that the number of per,
sons petitioning for the passage of a pro.
hibitory liquor law was tomething en.
ormous and unprecedented. Out of our
limited population of about fur millions
petitions for such a law had beFn received
from about half a million. He thought
this indicated a very strong feeling with
regard to the subject thoroughout the
comitry, and some action on taie part of
the Legislature was demanded. lie did
not attach much weight to the objection
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tW those petitions, that they were signed
by women and children as wellas by men,
for he held that women and children were
the greatest sufferers from intemperance.
lI addition to the petitions received up to
the time ot the adoption of this report by
the Committee, others had been received
since, from 147 municipalities. The hon.
gentleman went on to analyse prtions of
the report. He said it was time the flouse
should be iif possession of fuli re-
turns to prove the accuracy or inaccuracy
of the statements made in the petitions
and the report thereon. I was asserted,
eruphatically. that about three-fourths of
the crimes of the country was connected
with intemperance, and certainly there
was abundant evidence in the statistics,
more especially of Great Britain, to show
this was actually the casethere. Where the
consumption of spirite hid deocreased,
crime had decreased in an equal ratio.
Those statements also showed that where
population had increased at the rate of one
and a fraction per cent, crime had increae.
ed four times that amoant-in ahrming
fact, truly. Wben the liouse was aaked
to commit itsif only to a demand for this
information, he trusted his mation for the
adoption of the report, and the addreses to
Hie Excellency would encounter no opA
position. (Rear, hear.)

hon. Mr. FILNT, in seconding the
motion, gave at ttistics with regard ta the
traffic on liquor in the Dominion. lie
estimated the quantity of liquor-incud.
ing that made by aduiteration-consuned
in the country last year, at ten gallons for
every man, woman, and child in it, and
the loss to the country by the traffia, in-
cluding the value of the grain used in the
manufacture of liquor, at $57,000,000 and
said that for this large suln we only receiv.
ed about $5,0000.00 in return. He held
that if the liquor trafho were done away
witb, we could in ten years pay off our
national debt, and also carry on the gov.
ernment of the country, and that in
twenty years we could make this country.
second to none other in the world for i4
net wcrk of railways, canals and tele.
graphe.

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST
said that the report contained tome recom.
mendations which he could not object to,
'but one recommendation involved an ex.
penditure of money, and that was some.
thing this House had nothing to do Vith.
With referrence to some remarks of the
Hon. Mr. Flint, he said that scientific men
had come to the conclusion that grain
which had been used for distilling was
much better for feeding cattie than z the


