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and of upholding by all practical and constructive 
means the principles of the United Nations charter. 
My ministers also believe, however, that while 
making every effort to achieve these long-term 
goals, the western nations must remain strong and 
united in their defences and in their diplomacy in 
order that aggressive action against them will be 
prevented and international tension can be lessened.

Excellent progress is being made in our national 
economic development. Expansion is evident in 
every part of Canada. Rapid strides are being 
made in opening up and utilizing our natural 
resources and in our industrial and urban growth. 
Employment has reached unprecedented levels. 
Once again we have been blessed with good crops. 
External trade was considerably greater last year 
than during any previous year. Canadians in 
almost every part of the country have been enjoy
ing the benefits of this invigorating economic 
climate.

Indeed our economic expansion has been so rapid 
that it has put a serious strain upon the supply of 
various types of labour and materials needed for 
the many projects which are being put in hand. 
The corresponding competition to borrow savings 
to finance all these projects has brought about an 
increase in interest rates. Increases in the volume 
of money and credit have had to be carefully 
limited in order to check inflationary tendencies 
and the financial policies of my government have 
also been directed to counteract these same 
tendencies.

In the last few days a serious industrial dispute 
has led to a stoppage of work on one of the major 
railways of Canada despite the use of the normal 
processes of conciliation. Special efforts have been 
made and are continuing to be made by my 
ministers to assist the parties to reach an agreed 
settlement.

The preliminary report of the royal commission 
on economic prospects has been received and will 
shortly be laid before you.

You will be asked to approve a measure for the 
establishment of a Canada Council for the arts, 
humanities and social sciences, in order to give a 
new impetus to the development of Canadian 
scholarship and culture. In this measure you will 
be asked to approve an endowment for the council 
so that it may discharge its functions with the 
greatest possible sense of responsibility.

Because it is important that our universities 
should be able to keep pace with the increasing 
demands to be made upon them by the increasing 
number of young Canadians, you will be asked to 
approve a further grant of money to the Canada 
Council to be distributed by it for the purpose of 
assisting Canadian universities in some of their 
necessary construction projects. You will also be 
asked to approve the doubling of the annual grants 
to universities, and the payment of these funds to 
the national conference of Canadian universities 
for division by it among the recognized institutions 
of higher learning.

A measure will be placed before you for the 
purpose of renewing on a revised and increased 
basis the federal program of grants to provincial 
governments in aid of technical and vocational 
training.

It is proposed to recommend in the Senate the 
establishment of a committee to consider what 
should be done to make better use of land for 
agriculture and thus to contribute more effectively 
to the improvement of agricultural production and 
the incomes of those engaged in it.

An amendment extending the scope of the Muni
cipal Grants Act will be laid before you to authorize 
the payment of grants in lieu of taxes on federal 
property in all municipalities where such property 
receives the normal municipal services.

[Mr. Speaker.]

An amendment to the Merchant Seamen Com
pensation Act will be presented making appropriate 
improvements in the scale of benefits to disabled 
seamen and the dependents of deceased seamen.

You will be asked to consider legislation for the 
implementation of a north Pacific fur seal con
vention.

An amendment to the Sockeye Salmon Conven
tion Act to include pink salmon in this international 
agreement will also be laid before you.

You will be asked to consider a revision of the 
law controlling narcotic drugs in the light of the 
report of the Senate committee on the use of 
narcotics in Canada.

A bill will be introduced for the purpose of con
tinuing the Canadian wheat board as the sole 
marketing agency for western wheat, oats and 
barley.

A measure will be laid before you to provide for 
the division of the national museum of Canada into 
two museums to be known as the Canadian museum 
of natural history and the Canadian museum of 
human history.

A revision of the Federal District Commission 
Act will be presented for your consideration.

Amendments of detail to a number of other acts 
will also be introduced.
Members of the House of Commons:

You will be asked to appropriate the funds 
required to maintain the services and payments 
provided under the authority of parliament.
Honourable Members of the Senate:

Members of the House of Commons:
May Divine Providence guide you in your 

deliberations.

MOTION PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
LATER THIS DAY

Right Hon. L. S. St. Laurent (Prime
Minister) moved:

That the speech of His Excellency the Governor 
General to both houses of parliament be taken into 
consideration later this day.

Mr. Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the 
house to adopt the motion?

Mr. Stanley Knowles (Winnipeg North 
Centre):
Speaker, may I ask the Prime Minister 
whether the government plans at any time 
to make a statement on or provide for a 
discussion of the present railway strike, and 
in that connection whether the government 
would consider tabling all documents in re
lation to this matter, including Senator 
Roebuck’s minority report?

Mr. St. Laurent (Quebec East): Mr. Speaker, 
the matter has been referred to in the 
speech from the throne and I think it is 
extremely apt to be dealt with in the debate 
that will take place on the speech from the 
throne. As to the production of papers, may 
I say that any papers in the possession of 
the Department of Labour can, I assume, be 
laid on the table for the information of 
hon. members.

Motion agreed to.

Before this motion carries, Mr.


