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Prisa cors of War

In existing circumstances, bon. members
will be particularly concerned ta know of
conditions affecting Canadian prisoners of
ivar in the far east.

The government has naturally been gravely
concerned over reports of canditions amang
prisoners af war in Japanese hands. Every
effort has been made ta secure informatian,
and every possible method of improving can-
ditions has been explored. In collaboration
with the other commonwealth governments,
officiai protests have repeatedly been made
through the protecting power. The Japanese
have ignored these protests, or made bypo-
critical or cynical replies.

According ta latest reports, about one
thousand Canadian prisoners of war bave been
transferred from Ho-ng Kong ta Japan; be-
tween five and six bundred remain in Hong
Kong. It would seem that the prisaners at
Hong Kong are nat suffering nearly an mucb
from ill-treatment and abuse as from negleet.
Tbey are suffering fromn the failure af the
Japanese government ta provide adequate
clotbing, fond and medical care.

As yet, no reports have been receix'ed. about

the camps in Japan ta whicb the Canadians
from Hong Kong have been transferrod. It
is believed that these men are better off
thaît they were in Hong Kong.

The government had boped that the Jap-
anese would be influenced by the protests
made througb the protecting power and the
appeals made by the International Red Cross.
Pending the results of these representations,
it was thougbt tbat a public indictment of
Japanese bebaviaur would not belp aur men
in their hands.

The government and the Canadian Red
Cross have been daing their utmost ta make
gond the failure of the Japanese, by sending
ta aur men the needed supplies, but the
Japanese have largely frustrated aur efforts.
Some supplies went farward ta the far
east an the SS. Gripsholm ini the first
excbange of diplomatie afficers and civ-
ilians in 1942. After loss and pilferage and
mantbs of delay, part at least of these sup-
plies reached Hong Kong. But the supplies
sent on the Gripsholm in 1943-at the time
of the second excbange-were carried ta Japan.
Although wecks have pas-.ed, no word bas
bcen received that tbey bave yet -reacbed
their destination.

A. joint effort by the governments and Red
Cross societies of Canada and the United
States ta senti a sbipload of supplies also
failed because of the refusai of the Japanese
ta grant a safe conduct ta the vessel wbich
bad already been laaded witb supplies.

[Mr. Mackenzie King.]

Neýgotiations witb the Japanese goveroment
through the protecting power and the Inter-
national Rcd Cross resulted in arrangements
for the shipment of supplies ta Vladivostok,
thence ta be transhippcd ta Japanese terri-
tory. The first shipment sent by the Red
Cross societies of Canada and the United
States reached Vladivostok months agýo. Des-
pite the previnus negatiations, and despite the
need cf the prisoners of war for wham these
supplies were destined, they remain in
Vladivostok.

The Japanese alsa bave done littie ta assist
and much to obstruet the forwarding of mail
ta and from prisoners af war. The few let-
tors wbich bave been delivered have taken
long montbs ta reach the prisaners. Recently
the Japanese placed a limhit of twenty-five
words on letters ta and from prisoners of
war.

The Japanese have been equally neglectful
nf their obligation ta transmit reports througb
the pratecting power and the International
Ried Cross. Reports ni deatbs of prisoners
of %var have heen transmnitted only aiter long
delay. Reports nf transfers of Canadian
prisoners of war from Hong Kong ta Japan
are still incomplete.

Ahl oi this is in marked contrast witb the
treatment which Japanese nationals bave
received in Canada.

It is the duty ai a belligerent ta permit
representatives cf the pratecting- power and
the International Red Cross regularly to visit
prisoner ni war camps. The Japanese have
permitted some such visits to certain camps
in Japan, but so far only one visit by a
representative of the pratecting power bas
been permitted at Hong Kong. After long
delay, the International Red Cross was per-
mnitteti to name a representative tbere, but
so far we have nlot seen evidence that he is
being allowcd to cari y oct fully the usual
fonctions cf a deleg-ate of the International
Red Cross.

Althougýh not a sig-natory ta the convention
relative ta the treatment ai prisoners ni war
sîgned at, Geneva July 27, 1929, nar ta the
earlier conventions, the Japanese government
at the commencement of hostilities, gave an
undertaking ta abide by their provisions.
Japan bas failed to live up ta this under-
taking.

Wbether the Japanese government in
Tokyo is unable, or unwilling ta induce the
military authorities outside Japan ta act like
buman beings, the responsihility for inhuman
treatment, of prisaners rests none the less at
Tokyo. This guilt will not ho forgotten.


