
COMMONS

While France defends her territory, Eng-
land defcnds the treaties, and

4 p.m. being unable to continue the
part of peace-maker which she

had assumed in Europe, she shows that
while preferring peace to war, she has not
forgotten how to carry on the latter.

And in connection with the part of peace-
maker assumed by Great Britain, was it
not Mr. Barthou, an eminent French states-
man, who, a few years ago, stated that at
the time of the Agadir incident, had it not
been for the diplomatic intervention of
England, France would have been forced
into a war with Germany.

This time, having failed in her effort to
avoid such a misfortune, the mother coun-
try will not at any rate have it said that
force takes precedence of right, and the
stand taken by that strong and inviolate
nation in extending her hand to the
wounded and mutilated Belgium is one of
the finest deeds recorded in human history.

May I be allowed, Sir, to halt for one
moment before that country and to express
to its people and to its King how highly
they are esteemed and admired in this
country of ours? The impartial historian
will state no doubt that it was this nation
of 7,000,000 people, by rising in opposition
to the German colossus, gave the Allies time
to get ready.

It is not my intention to recall here the
opening war operations; but the whole
world has witnessed that entrancing event:
the German army started on its way to
Paris, and nothing seemed capable of stop-
ping it; when suddenly a man appears, a
knightly King backed up by his whole peo-
ple, both of whom, the Sovereign and his
people, are inspired by the love of country
and the sense of honour. At this unexpected
juncture: a soveroign who in this twentieth
century keeps faith with treaties, Ger-
many hesitates, the Belgians strike
out, Germany wavers. In vain, later on,
having recovered from their surprise will
the Germans dash forward, in vain will they
destroy fortresses and burn down unpro-
tected cities, the heroic defensive of the
Belgians has brought out to the knowledge
of the world the weak points of the German
war machine. France and England have
mobilized their troops and the triumphal
drive of the invader will slow down, and
bye and bye be turned into a retreat which
closely resembles a riot.

Belgium with its citadels, Belgium with
the bravery of its noble children has been
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a surprise to the world, possibly it bas saved
Europe. A large proportion of civilians
have taken refuge in London where they
have been most cordially received, but, if
I am allowed to express a wish, my desire
would be that Canada extend a helping hand
to those unfortunate people.

All are aware that previous to taking
their place in. the military annals of the
world, that small people ranked high in
the economic scale. No doubt, and it is
my hope as well as theirs, many of them
will be desirous of rebuilding their homes
and of returning to the spot where their
ancestors have tilled for centuries past.
Others, I am told, are thinking of settling
in Canada. I understand the province of
Ontario has started a movement towards
promoting their settlement here; Quebec
will not lag behind, neither should the
Dominion Government leave anything un-
dose to help the provinces in their immi-
gration work.

It so happens that I have in my county
a settlement by the name of Namur where,
a number of Belgians have been living and
prospering for some twenty-five years. The
soil of that township is not of the richest
to be found in niy constituency, but that
small community, through the application
of scientific methods of culture and good
management, has accomplished marvels.
The whole northern part of my province
and some other provinces, would offer to
those immigrants numberless opportunities,
and their presence here, their good example,
would be a precious boon.

A country where co-operative credit and
other associations are flourishing, a country
where intensive farming is carried on,
Belgium having become an exporter, has
scored great successes in the markets of
the world, and the cash balance in its
favour fills its coffers with gold. Belgium
is to-day a money lender which has
$100,000,000 in Russia as against $10,000,-
000 here. Should a few of its people immi-
grate to this country, would they not draw
te the Dominion some of that capital of
which we are so much in need?

Our past policy of immigration has
not always escaped warranted criticism
in the past, and I do not propose
deploring very much its forced interruption;
but I think sound public opinion in
this country would rejoice at seeing
a current of Belgian immigration directed
towards our borders. By favouring
such a move this Government would be
doing something helpful te Canada; while
at the same time fulfilling its duty towards


