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tage, aud pr<obably la, Vto the great news-
papers of tbis co'untiry whicb want Vo gaither
neiye oheaply f romn GTeat Britain and othee
ountriee of Europe, -anid alff o, our great
mauactuawing and oomme».-Ial centresi.
But 1 veînt Vo aay on ýbehaJf of the f armera,
of this couintry thst there aaxe other things
o« much greater importaince Vo them thein
any of these fada. IIow many people in
thils co'untry use a cable line P I ventbure
Vo, say not 5 per cent of the peo0ple 01
Canada.

Mr. LEMIEUX. Why ?
Mr. LALOR. Recause tihey have no use

fovr ifl.
M.x. LEMIEUX. Recause the' rates are

too 'high.

M(r. LALOR. Even if the rates weoee low,
they would not use if. 1 epak &asa huai-
nûsa man. Occasionally 1 aend a cable-
gram, 'but it is of very lititle importance Vo
mie whether we have a state-owned cable
ldùnS or iiot, becauise I 'use tha câble so
selidom; anid as f ar as 95 per cent of tihe
people of thi~s country are concerned, I do
not believe they axe 'ait ail in'terasted, in
cheap cable messages or in a state-owned
câble. They would not use it and it would
be of little or no vialue te them. The saine
thing applies Vo -the natiomal.ization cd the
te1egraPh Uneas. How rn'any of thre people
of thia counitry use ithe telegraph aines P
I veniture Vo say trat 90 per cent of the
people of thia country do noV send one tele-
gram in 12 m'onths. Tlie-y 'are of no im-
Portance Vo the faa'mers of this counitry.
Are the ýtelegraph Taites high P You caui
send a telegvam Iroim the town in which I
live Vo Montreal for 25 oents, and you eaui
send a night letter of I thin< 5o woards for
25 ce,"s.

Is there amy general demand for anything
cheaper than that? Would it be any great
advantage ta the people of this country
that if should *be any cheaper? IV may
be an advantage to a few people who are
interested in telegraph lines Vo a very great
extent. but the great majority of our people
are noV interested in the question whatever.
I believe that private capital and enterprise
should develop, flot only the cable and tele-
graph lUnes, but the Velephane lunes as
well. In the county which I represent,
rural telephone compa-iies have covered
the entire district with telephones. They
give the farmers a Velephone for $12 per
year, and I doubt very much, if in Manito-
ba, Saskatchewarn, and Alberta, where the
province owns th ase lines, the telephone
service is as c.heap, or any cheaper at any
rate, than iV la thiroughout he province of
Ontario, where local telephone companies
have been formed, and are operating effi-
ciently. I say, Mr. Speaker, that this ques-
tion is of verv little importance Vo the
great 'ajority of the people. IV may be
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un advantage to the few, but it is noV an aid-
vantage ta the many. Gentlemen who
corne, from the cities,, from the commercial
centres, may be interested snd they do ad-
vocate these schemes lu the House fram
time Vo time. but le' me tell the Pastmas-
ter General that the , armers of Canada are
interested in something of very much more
importance to, thein than proj acts of this
kind, which hare been brought befare the
House. They, are interested to-day in a ru-
ral mail delivery.

Borne hon. MEMBERS. Hear, hear.
Mr. LALOR. If this governent wants

Vo do something in the interest of the farm-
ers, that is a matter which Vhey might pro-
perly undertake. The farmer are noV even
interested so much in the parcel post sys-
tam cancerning which we have heard a
great deal. 1la thare any reason why par-
cela should be carried from Toronto to, Van-
couver for the same prica as they vauid b.;
carried for. frain the town in which I live
Vo 'Toronto? I do not believe the goveru-
ment shauld go into that business, and coin-
pete with the -Fxpress companies at the
same rate Vhroughout the whole af Can-
ada. The former Postmastar Genýra! ge.ve
the farmers a luttle Vaste of wvhat rural mail
delivery ia like. He adopted a system of
rural mail delivary upon the main mail
routes, and I want tic tell hlm that the fair-
mers who received their newspapers and
letters daily upon these routes are so in-
terested in it. that in other parts of the
provine-and I can speak more particul-
arly of Ontario than of any other province,
because 1 arn more farniliar with lt-are
strongly aisking for the benefits or rural
mail d.elivery and they will neyer be satis-
fiad until they geV iV.

Some hon. MEMIBEIRS. Hear, hear.

Mr. LALOR. I hope that the Postimaster
General and the governrnent will noV de-
lay any ime lu givîng Vo the Ontario
farmers a proper systein of rural mail de-
livery. Why should Vhey noV have iV?
The farmers cantribute Vo the revenues of
Canad'a Vo a very great extent, as we aill
know. They produce the wealth of this
country, and AV la upon the farmers that
we mainily depend in Canada.

Mr. SPEAKER. I would like Vo remind
the hon, gentleman that he is waindering
from the question, which is that of cable
rates.

Mr. LALOIR. Perhaps I am a littie ouf
of order in discusslng the questions of
rural mail delivery and telephone nation-
ailization, but if I have respassad iV la
because others have trespassed before me.
I want Vo aay in conclusion that the farin-
ers want froin this governinent rural mail
delivery in preference Vo any of thase fadas


