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*COMPULSOUtY VOTING. bec, approving generally the principle of the
Bill. I shall speak presently of a paper that

Mr. AMYOT moved second reading of Bill;has not approved it. I have been asked: Is
(No. S) to make voting compulsory. H- said: there any country where voting is compul-
This Bill is the saine as that which was re- sory ? Well, Sir, we find that lu Denmnark
ported by the sub-conmittee last year. It is the voting is conpulsory and that everybody
in the saine sense as the Bil presented a is bound to assist by appearing at the polls
moment ago. to disfranchise electors who and reeording his vote. I may quote fron
have taken a bribe. One of the great troubles the constitution of the Kingdom of Denuiark
we have to contend witi during electiois is to of 1849, revised and proniulgated on the 28t.hî
get the electors to the polis. A gr.at many January, 1866, the following sections
say : This year I an going if my day's work
is paid, or I will go if they send for me. This Siec The elt
is a mere pretext to be bribed. They know j e e 4-Ecrv erson appointed an elector (f thethat if any one goes for them. tha. persan second degree is tund to accept the trust unless he
will be provided with sone imoney tir sole- can give legai excuse.
thing else to pay for their vote. I am of opin- Sec. 75-Every elector of the seconl degree who
ion that we should try every ieans possible iakes default and aibstans froi voting is subject to
to put down corruption. One of the great a peunalty of 20 rix-doîllars.
sources of expense and trouble to candidates That is about $12 of our money.
is the refusal of the electors in coie átone to!
the poll. and if. as has been done in some Sec. 80--- The ectors of the second (legree and
other countries. we make it obligatory on the Ir 11 lelectors miIust be present at the place and hour

ol f election.
to corne without being sent for we will be Sc. 92-An perso negecting th t im-
taking a very good step in the righît. direction. osed by the present Act is subject to a fine of 10 to
I introduced ny Bill two years ago. It lias 200 rix-dollars, uness a severer ipenalty has bee n im-
since been discussed by the presS. It was posed.
discussed last year by the sub-committee and And, Mr. Speaker, I an informed, and inlhad the unanlimous support of that committee- fact our reading shows. that the law isI wll not trouble the fouse with the opiniOns operated and is working-i very well in Den-of the press, as every lhon. member lhas bn mark. We know also that, in the Unitedin a position to read those conuents. But States, muany states of the Union are tryin
I may mention tbat hast year, a very iport- to introduce this system, as one of the bestant paper called "The Week " was distributed means of preventing corruption. Let me.to every member containg some very good now, Mr. Speaker, give a synopsis of thearticles, anongst others an article written Bl, after which I shal deal with the objec-
by one of our best officers, Mr. Wicksteed. tions made to it. The first clause says :
in support of tis measure. I may also tell
the House that- ïu J instittihs comaprisin Everyx elector whoise nIamv is reistersd on the list
a great nany important citizens, after ma- of voters l e has a reasonabe excuse, shall ap-
ture deliberation have adopted the principle
of the Bill. I will quote amongst others the "Unless he has a reasonable excuse." We will
deliberations of the " Artisan and Working- be asked: "What Is a reasonable excuse ?"
man" of the 4th September. 1891. It was Let me quote a nuinber of exampes:illness
proposed by Mr. McDonald and seo dy and Infirbyity, old ge, acident, tire, absene
Mr. O'Donoghue, that voting be made oblig i-'violent d suddn storm, nesa attend-
tory. The sanie decision was come to by the ance at court. Ahi these wih be reasonable
Knights of Labour on the lst of July. 1S91. excuses. But who shail determine whether
I have here a copy of the resolution then the excue gi-en cornes within the category
passedf "reasonable excuses? Ts matter is
pCosl.j left to the deeision of the judge. in ci-er-y

Col. A o, M..,case before a court the judge is bound to
Sint,- At the last regular neeting of the above judge the ficts. Suppose we have a case of

assemNblv -- risdereanour; you rnustihave proof of the
That is, the noble order of the Knights of intention. Who gi-es the haw on the point
Labour- to the jury ? Ltfis the juge n nt
-it was resolved that we endorse and approve of jury who whether the ficts of the
the Bil in favour of compulsory voting, introduced in c:îeshow the intention.-Suppose 1 sue a
the House of Commons by Col. Amyot, M.P., and man for danages:w-ho says if there is a
that we ask the menbers of this city in Parliamient damage, au mfrmgement upon the law ?
to use their vote and influence in favour of its becoi- The judge does thcat It 15 the saie under
ing the law. the Bill wbich I propose. In a case of force

I have the honour to be, Sir, majeure-supetior force-if. in answer to the
Yours very truly. action taken against nie, plead that I had

(. WILKINS, been actng under a superior force wlich 1could not master, whch no hum n force
Then, Mr. Speaker, -the Frech press. I could master, who sdedes whether ters a
hold In my hand an article from "Le Courrier superlor force or ot? othe judge. In every

du d ad LE)e-case bere t ea cog t boundto
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