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instructions went out, before I had the opportunity
to correct them, extending the season not nwtel\
there. but in Prince Edward Island, and in one of
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| Mr. FORBES.  Might T ask the hon. gentleman
i Where else these hatcheries will be placed

Mre. TUPPER. We have every reason to believe
the New Brunswick districts. There was con- S § t
. . ) . that this will be a suwccess, for although this
siderable: complaint frow many  persous inter hatcehery was only built in the mididle of the season,
. N . .~ N » . 2 3 ARG
ested in New Brunswivk. Al these facts wenti

to  show that the salvation of the lobster
fishery had been brought about by the regulations
plnhlhltlll:‘ the fall tishi I agree that it is most
dangerous for the department to grant an extension
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of time. but the circumstances as rvegard the Cape
Breton fisheries brought to my attention  were |

exceedingly strong, the lobsters there being in an |
exceptional condition as to stze and gquantity, awd ¢
the tishery having been interrupted many weeks of
the season.  Inomany of the districts, unlike other !
districts on the southern pait of Nova Scotia, they
cannot take the lobsters until the dce is gone, and ;
the season on the Island is for that reason very
wuch Hmited indeed. It is true that the packers
protested, butr, under all the circumstances, the
mspector 15 of opinion that an extension for ten
days might with safety be granted, that is, with
safety to the interest of the tishery. and the exten-
sion was accordingly granted in these districts.

Mr. DAVIES (P.E.L)
to the 12th August.

Mr. TUPPER.  Of course. it is one of these
many ciases in which we have had tremendous
ditticulty, and one would reguire almost an army
of men to stop that illegal packing : but the hon.
gentleman will find on enyuiry that it was not
done by the regular packers.
of the Iobsters had been left to the men who had
possessed themselves of a certain amount of capital. !
and built factortes. but the fishermen find thav,
during this close season they can with very little
expense boil the lobsters and pack them. and just
as in the case of illicit stills against the Inland
Revenue, all along the coast of Nova Scotia we
have had a great deal of ditficulty in breaking up
that illegal Tusiness, which s a new lhﬁltlllt) in
the expertence of the departmment. 1T am not sur-
prised that on the Island there has been that
experience, although not on such a large scale.  Be-
tween the Lest season and the one before there has
been a great deal of difference in this, becanse
during the last two seasons we have enforced
the law rigorously that the department
has  been  sharply taken to task ou many
occasions  for  aileged havdship upon a class
of very poor men, and the hon. gentleman knows
that it 1s unfortunately true that those men who
do enter that business are oftentimes strengthened
Ly tite excuse of the poverty of themselves and
families.  Now. with reference to the question of
lobster hateheries. I saw that in the sister colony
of Newfoundland Mr. Neilson, whom the Govern-
ment of that country very \\’mel) employed a year
or two age. had met with yreat success in the
hatching out of the lobster, and seeing the desperate
condition that we were on the eve of in the Mari-
time Provinces in regand to that important busi-
ness, we gent Mr. Wilmot there, and he came ack
and reported that there was no great dithiculty in
hatching out the egys of the lobster : that it was
very closely allied to the system of hatching out
the ordinary fish eggs. and he selected a suitable
spot in the C ounty of Pictou, at € ‘aribou, justacross
from the Island. in the Northumberland Straits.

Mr. Terrek..

Some of them tished up
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Hitherto the l»ui}ing ;

i we were able to deposit 6,000,000 of youny lobsters
in the Northumberland Strairs, and nearly all of
these eggs would in the ordinary course have gone
{with the other lobsters to the hatcheries and been
destroyed.  If this Is a success, as we have every
‘reason to believe it will be, the policy of the
PGovernment will be to extend the hatcheries at
proper distances through the Maritime Provinees.
: The present hatchery is situated in one of the most
important lobster districts in the provinee, as will
be seen by a reference to the number of factories
along that shore, and the site is one from which a
Flarge district can be served. The hon.  gentleman
knows that the lobster travels very guickly and
moves over @ very large territory, so that the
Imtumz\ there will extend over a large area. It
s also proposed at small expense to .ulnpl these
lmmw incubators, and some of the factories have
taken them up. amd under the supervizion of Com-
mander Gordon thew have commenced hatching
out the egys from then.  One of the hon. sentle-
men who spoke upon this subject, and who
is most  familiar with the whole  question,
says  that he does not  syvmpathize with
the regulation about the size of the lob-
sters  caught. I think  that objection  will
soon be removed on the ishad. It was a most seri-
ous matter, because the lobsters had diminished so
-;much in size that the enforcement of that regula-
! tion meant, as was alleged. the prohibition ot the
{ tishery, but the inspector on the Island maintained
i that the regulation was necessary, and it would be
unwise to dcpart from the pnnclple\ laid down in
this matter in the regulations of other countries,
In Newfoundkind, where a great deal of attention
is paidl to this subject. Mr. Neilson considers that
regulation as most essential, and the regulation as
to the sizes is larger there, and the lobsters, per-
haps. may be Lu'm:l' too.  Experts, outside of the
business. and not concerned in the moneyed part of
it, ave practically unanimous that a regulation size
should be laid doewa. so that we have not been able
to depart from that : but, as the hon. gentleman
knows, it is most extraordinary what some packers
will do on occasions.  We have found the taking
lobsters under 4 inches in length, and every one
an see what a fraud it is to put anarticle like that
upon the market. and the ad mune it gives to the
Canadian lobster, as well as the i injury done to the
fishery by the destruction in these young lobsters
of millions of lobsters, which, if it were allowed to
reach a mature age, would have gone to increase
the fishery.

Mre. PERRY. Tam very glad that o discussion
has taken place with respect to the lobster fisheries
of the lower provinces. iulm not opposed to honest,
fuir and square regulations for the protection of
these fisheries. 1 believe they require to be pro-
tected.  But I am opposed to a vacillating policy
of having one set of regulations this year and
another set next year : T am opposed to having
one policy for a certain class of people and anothes
pelicy for another class of people.  We know thay
it is dangerous to place so much power in the hands
of the Minister of Marineand Fisheries. It makes




