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into it in any weather, by night or by day ; thatin dirty or dark weather
he would go entirely by the lead. )

“ Qthers deacribe Shippigan Harbor as unobjectionable. The
Admiralty Chart seems to agree in the main with the descriptions above
given ; it shows that the area of the bagin, embracing only the water
over the three-fathom line at low tide, is about two and a half square
miles: & sheet about double the gize of Halifax Harbor between St.
George Island and the narrows to Bedford Basin. The only objestionable
feature eeems to be the channel at the entrance, which is about three
miles long, to the basin, a little crooked, and at present without leading
marks ; ‘it is, however, about half a mile in width, free from all
obstructions the depth varying from five to nine fathoms at low water.
There is good warning by the lead in the channel and the approaches
to it.

It would appear from the above, therefore, that Shippigan Sound
presents a favorable opportnnity for forming a tratlic connection between
the Intercolonial Railway and Ocean Steamers.

¢ A comparigon of distances will now show the importance of Ship-
pigan, in connection with the contemplated Railway :

IISTAKCE TO LIVERPOOL.

Miles.
From Halifax, by Cape Raco ..eeeseeess . 2466
From Shippigan, by Oape Race. cesene 2493
From Shippigan, by Belle Isle......... .cer. o rveren sennessen wneceeens 3318
Difference against Shippigan, by Cape Race....uueu. 27
Digerence in favor of Shippig,an, by Belle Isle....... 148

DISTANCE TO QUKBEC.

From Halifax, by Bangor and Danville
From Halifax, by Bay Chaleurs route ...

From_Shippigan, by Bay Chaleurs route ....cccce eececes
Difference against Hallfax by Intercolonial line...... 226
Difference against Halifax by United States line..... 4486

DISTANCE TO MONTREAL.

From Halifax, by Bangor and Danvilleseesss wise. sesenc sunees
From Shippegan, by Intercolonial route. ........ .

271

.................

Bifference against United States route

While at the same time Halifax will be nearer to Montreal
and all points ‘west by 300 miles. Therefore, I say that on
that ground alone the promoters of this scheme would be
warranted in asking this Hoase to aid a railway which in
the future, at all events, will be of incalculable benefit to
this Dominion at large. But, Sir, tho scheme is not put
forward on that ground alone, it is put forward, perhaps,
with even greater force on other grounds, and that is, the
immease trade the road would develop and would tend to
build up, not only in that particular locality, but over the
Dominion as a whole. By the construction of that rosd an
enormous trade would be given to the Intercolonial Rail-
way ; as a feeder of the Intercolonial Railway it is not
second in importance to any other road, and because it is &
feeder of the Intercolonial Railway I assume that my hon.
friend opposite can have no objection to it. As I understand
him he 18 in favor of any road that will feed the Intercolo-
nial Railway. To give an idea of the amount of trade done
along that road, and of the population interested in it, Imay
inform the House that between the point where itis pro-
posed to connect with the Intercolonial Railway and the
terminus of Curaquet or Shippigan, a distarce of 45 miles,
there is & population of 18,000 souls, The whole country
from end to end of the proposed road is settled. The value
of the products of that section of the country during the
year amonunted to some $1,000,000, made up as follows:
umber, $300,000; fish, comprising canned goods, codfish,
salmon, Lerring, mackerel and oysters, $500,000; grind-
stone, $50,000; farm produce, $150,000. There are a num-
ber of other industries which would contribute to give the
road a large trade, and all of which would find its way to the
Intercolonial Railway. To the West this road will bea
great benefit, inasmuch as it will afford the people an
opportmity, which is now denied them, of getting their fisk
in a fresh condition, and they will have a larger market for
their proddcts, as well as the East a larger market for theirs.
Another thing I may say in connection with this road is,
that notwithstanding the many applications made to the
Mr, Bunxw,

Government of Canada during past years, no sid was given
in the shape of steambosat sutsidy to’ ote the trade of
the section of country through which the proposed road will
pass. My predeceesor in this House last Session, a gentle-
man, Sir, who filled your position for some years, urgéd on
the Government that a steamer should be subsidized in order
that facilities might be givén to carry on the trade of that .
locality, but he was unsuccessful in procuriig such aid.
During last Sesgion, when the matter of railways was onder
discussion, he called the attentien of the House to this par-
ticular railroad ; therefore, the House is familiar with it and
'its merits, and I hope it will receive Lthe favorable considera-
tion of the Honse. In view of soms criticism that has been
| made on the other side, I would remind the House that dur-
ing the Mackenzie Administration in 1874, a road was snr-
veyed from Bathurst to Shippigan; so I think it eomes
with ill grace from our hon. friends opposite to say that
these raillway subsidies are given in order to make political
-capital. 'Was it to make political capital for my. predeces-
sor that, in 1874, they proceeded to make a survey of that
‘railway? Was it in order to prepare for the Elections that
they cansed a survey to be made from Shippigan to the town
| of Bathurst ? I will accord to them what I desire to be ac-
corded to ourselves, that they were actuated by the best
Yoseible motives in making a survey for this railway. While

think hon. gentlemen, more particularly interested than I
am, will be able to reply to the observations of the hon.
gentleman with reference to the Louisburg road, I may be
permitted to say in answer to the argument the hon. gentle-
man adduced that the building of that outlet would be an
injury to the Intercolonial Railway, that on the contrary,
by carrying out the scheme of what is called the Megantic
Road, passing from the Province of Quebec through a por-
tion of the State of Maine, tapping wettern extension and
E\)ssing through St. John, that same line, in order to get to

nisburg, on the ocean, will pass over the Intercolonial
Railway for a great portion of its distance. Hon. gentlemen
more particularly interestcd can substantiate those argn-
ments. ‘

Mr. WRIGHT. I generally listen with much pleasure
to the remarks of the hon. member for West Middlesex.
But to-night I have been much disappointed. His state-
ments concerning the county of Ottawa and the Gatineau
Railway have not been characterized by his usual accuracy.
The bon. gentleman stated that the president g¢f the Gati-
nean Railway was a member of this House, Thiy simtemenit
 is incorrect, and the hon. gontleman has been misjnformed.
The president of this 10ad is Mr. Currier, late M. P. for the
city of Ottawa, and an old colleague of mine, whose name
.is respected thronghout the Dominion, With regard to the
subject-matter before the House, I can state that the Rail-
way Resolutions introduced by the.Government, méet with -
my hearty and cordial approval. Dauring the last Sossion
of the last Parliament, the Government inaugurated the
policy of granting aid to certain railways. On that ocea-
sion I congratulated the hon, Minister of Railways for his
liberal and enlightened policy, and expressed a hope that
that most important scheme, the Gatineau Valley Railway,.
would meet with favorable consideration when this policy
was carried to its nataral and legitimate conclusion. I have
to thank the Government to-night for the consideration
‘which they have given to my remarks in this connection.
I think that the policy of the Government in granting aid
‘to railways thronghout the Dominion, is a wise and good
one, as, without railways, it will be impoesible to develop
our regources, and keep pace with the march of i

and. civilization thro the world, I have always
been in favor of railroad extension and dev nt, It

appears to me that in a young land like Gurs, they
‘are indispensable to our aavancement and prdz;ﬁty.
and in

We bave granted aid to many .
every case the money has, I think, been well spent. We



