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F) What's new about this? There are two very interesting new developments:

1) New reports from UN show this transition moving even more quickly than originally
thought. The rate of growth, flot the population levels, is dropping sharply., A UN
release dated November 13, 1996 highlighted this slower population growth -- now
growing at 1.48% per annum (much below the 1975-1990 average of 1.72 %) at 81
million per year, which is also considerably below the 87 million per year average
that occurred between 1985-1990, known as the peak period in the history of
population growth. This is about 1.8% in LDCs; .4% in industrialized. This lower
growth means that the 1995 population was 29 million or 1/2% lower than
forecasted in 1994: broken down it was 34 million lower in LDC and 5 million
higher in industrialized countries.

2) The world average of 2.96 children per family is down from 3.10.

G) So what does aIl this mean for what is ahead in the forecast? Well, the medium fertility
variant is now set at 9.4 billion in 2050 (11.1 billion as the high and 7.7 billion as the low
variant).

1 ) Small différences in the post fertility stabilization numbers will make enormous
differences in the population picture. For example, if India's fertility stabilizes at
about half a birth below replacement, population size a century from now would be
about wbere it is now --.9 billion, instead of the 1.9 billion presently forecasted. If
fertility were to stabilize at half a birth above the replacement rate, the population in


