
Opening Remarks

The symposium was chaircd by the Honourable Senator Douglas Roche who began the day's

proccedings by reminding the audience of the importance of moving bcyond a culture of war to a

culture of peace. There is a need for people at ail levels of society to work to establish and entrench a

culture of peace and especially to advance it through supporting more participatory and people-

centred processes. He cailed attention to the significant progress that has been madc in a number of

areas, citing the Ottawa Treaty banning anti-personnel land mines; the Treaty of Rome establishing

the International Criminal Court that finaily ends impunity and establishes accountability for the

perpetrtors of war crimes and crimes against humanity; and Uie condlusion of a convention banning

Uic use of child soldiers. Senator Roche made note of Canada's considerable efforts ini each ofUihese


