CANADA’S ROLE IN NATOQ

Context

-Canada is one of the founding members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
and one of the first countties to sign the Treaty in 1949, Since the creation of the: Alliance,
established for the commion defence 6f Notth. America 4nd of-the 14 Buropean members,

Canada has maintained iroops in.Europe and has been represented at the NATO headquaners
in Brussels, Canada’was the.main proponent.of Article 2 of the Washington Treaty which

provides for the promotion of ¢enditions of stability and welt-being, and for economic

collaboration among NATO member countries.

Until 1970, Canadian {roops were stationed mainly in northern Germany. Before that, and
until France withdrew from the infegrated military structure. of NATQ 10 1966, Canada had a

_military presence at an airforce base in Metz, France. In 1970, Canada reduced the size of
its contingent in Europe: the bulk of Canadian forces consisted of & mechanized brigade
‘gronp in Lahr, West Germany and thrée fighter squadrons: in Baden-Scellingen, southern

Germany.

The dramatic reduction in the.risk of confliet in Europe, and a difficult: .economic-siluation at
home, forced the Canadian government,, like.those. of its Allies who had. troops stationed in
Cenlral Europe, to- reduce-its presence there over the past few years. Canada closed its
mlhtar}r bases in Germany and stapped  providing NATO with ground and aerial troops in
Europe.

Current Situation

Despite the repatriation of its troops, Canada’s commitment to NATO and to the ¢ollective

defénice of Eurepe and of Norih America remains unchanged. Canada’s current’ commitment

to European Security includes the contribution of:

e an infantry battalion group, with pre-positioned equipinent, to serve in crisis or in war
with either. the North Allantic Treaty Drgamzanen (NATO) Cempesne Force or the:
Allied Cofmmatid Europe Mobilé Force. (Land) in northérn Norway;

® naval and air forces to NATO operations, including the Standing Naval Force Adantic
and the NATC Alrbome Warning Force;

® a mechanized brigade group and two squadrons. with up to 36 CF-18 atrcraft based in
Canada and available to NATQ ir the event of a crisis or war in Europe;

AT

Ul

Depadment of Foraign Affairs  Mimstéee des Afldlnas dirangatas
and International Trade " gl du Coemmerse international



