
Efforts of weathor watchers acknowledged

on thé occasion of mhe proclamation of Woud
Meteorological Day by the World Meteo-
rological Organization (WMO> on March 23,
speciai tribute was paid to severai thousand
volunteer severe weattier watchers who scan
Canada's skies for aignis of heavy thunder-
storrns, hall and tornadoes. The theme of
Worid Meteorological Day this year was
"Meteoroiogy and Public Safety".

Environment Minister Suzanne Biais-
Grenier said the efforts of the volunteers
were vital for the protection of Canadian

lives and Iivelihoods. She said the volunteers
were needed "to tell us about the nature of
each individual storm to help regional
weather centres keep track of large storm
clusters as they cross forecast areas".
Their assistance aiso, resuits in "faster and
more accurate issuance of severe weather
warnings and aierts", she said.

The weather watch network began in
Manitoba in 1977. It now operates in ail
regions between Quebec and Alberta where
most of Canada's severe summer weather

Replicar's Iuxury cars in top gear

Replicar's model of the 1935 Auburn iwo-seater combines the engineering siffs of the 1 980s
with the beauty and grace associated with the original styflng.

occurs and includes volunteers from everY
age group and background. Police officers,
students, teachers, pensioners and house-
wives are among those involved.

Mrs. Biais-Grenier noted that the Severe
Weather Watch Program was the second
weather service activity to rely fleavily 0OP

volunteers. A network of volunteer climate
observers has existed in Canada for more
than a century.

"It is appropriate to honour ail meteO'
rological volunteers on WMO Day becaUse
their actions demonstrated the willingness
of many Canadians to become personallY
involved in contributing to better weather
information for everyone," she said.

Mrs. Biais-Grenier also paid tribute tO
the WMO itself, a United Nations agencY
with 157 member counitries. RecogniZilO
that many of the member countries also e>c-
perience severe weather probleems, she said
that Canada plays its full share in assistin1g
developing nations through transfer of tech-
noiogy and by participating in major WMO(
programrs such as the World Weather Watch,
the World Climate Program, the ResearGh
and Development Program and the EduOt*
tion and Training Program.

The minister noted that: this year marks
the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations,
but that the WMO and its predecessor, th"O
International Meteorological Organizatiofl,
has a much longer history. "Internatiofl0i
co-operation in meteoroiogy is an lnspirifl#
model of what can be dons when natiofl5

contribute their talents and resources tQ
a common purpose," she said.

The manufacture of copies of luxury cars
has devalopad into a highiy successfui
business for a Campbellford, Ontario firm,
Replicar Company Uimited.

The company, which began oparations
about four yaars ago, has grown from sales
totailing only $250 000 in the first two
years to surpass $1 million in 1984. David
Carlaw, founder and prasident of the com-
pany, axpacts sales to reach $3.5 million
this year. He also expects the market, which
has been about 95 per cent Canadian, to
expand in the United Statas.

Mr. Carlaw started his business dupli-
cating a 1935 Auburn mhat had attracted hlm
at a Hershey, Pennsyivania car show in
1972 and had cost $150 000.

In addition to manufacturlng copies of
tha Auburn, Mr. Carlaw's company cur-
rentiy duplicates the sporty 1952 MG-TD.
More racently the company added a gullWlng
Mercedes-Benz, origlnally mada batween
1954 and 1957, to its lina-up.

The vahicles are made by hand and
it takas approximateiy 450 man-hours to
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produce an Auburn, 50 for an MG and an
estimated 400 hours for a Mercedes.

The company currentiy averages one
Auburn and ten MGs a month. But Mr. Calaw
expects that once the company is in full
production, it will be able to produce about
ten Mercedes every month.

"Each car is personaliy bult for the
individual," said Mr. Cariaw. If a customer
wants a special colour, a certain type of
leather interior, monogrammed Initiais or
speciai tires, the car MI have it. Car bodies
are bulit wlth glass fibre and aluminumn for
protection against rust.

Retal prices for the cars vary according
to the amount of labour required: the MG
retails for about $15 000; the Auburn two-
seater retails for $41 500 and the four-
seater for $46 500.

It is expected that the Mercedes wiil sel
for about $50 000.

About 10 per cent of Repiicar's current
business comas f rom leasing. About 25 par
cent of the Mercedes' business is expected
to be leasing.

Locomotives for Indonesia

Minister for Externai Relations MonqUe
Vézina has announced the purchase O
15 Canadian-made Generai Motors 10GO'
motives for Indonesia.

Financing for the contract with Gefler
Motors of Canada Limited, valued et
$22 million, was made through an existing
boan from the Canadian International Deve'
lopment Agency. The locomotives, aI0flg
with spare parts and tools wiii be O.,
at GM's plant in London, Ontario andW
b. deiivered to the Department of 00,1"
muications ln Indonesia over the rieý<
12 to 15 months.

The locomotives are part of a mSW<i0
energy project on the Island of Sum8atr
and wiil be used to haul coal from the BUW
Asam mine to coal-fired electric genefatlflg
plants on the coast. The rail cars caWIl
ing the coal were bult by Hawker.Sidde80y
Canada Inc. and flnanced by the ExPO<
Deveiopment Corporation.
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