
may see a continuing series of conferen-
ces dealing wlth particular aspects of
world trade rules".

Less visible, but increasingly important,
lie said, was tlie fact that tlie management
and conduct of Canada's bilateral eco-
nomic relations were more complex and
sophisticated. The exaniples ranged from
Canada's relations witli tlie United States,
domrinated by a complex network of
corporate and otlier private sector t 'ies, to
the framework agreements witli the Euro-
pean Community and Japan, to highly
formalized govemnment-to-govemmuent
agreements and consultative meclianisms
whicli were a prerequisite to successful
economic penetration of somne of the de-
veloping and state-trading nations.

Extemnal Affairs role
Business and govemnment contact, Mr.
Jamieson stressed, liad always been
good. And, lie added, the Department
of Extemnal Affairs liad a growing role
to play as the economic situation
clianged.

The traditional distinction between
foreign policy and domestic policy im-
plied a liard and fast dividing fie whicli
no longer existed, lie said. The increasing
range and complexity of economic issues
which Canada faoed required input by the
departinent to tlie Govemmenit's policy-
formulating process, whicli goes beyond
mere co-ordination in Ottawa and the
simple representation of the Goveru-
ment's view abroad. "It is the role of Ex-
temnal Affairs to ensure that the range of
govemrment policy at home and ab road re-
flects tlie clianging international realities."

Wlien viewing the position of govemn-
ment and business, Mr. Jamnieson said two
principles had to be kept in mind. "The
first is tliat politicians and bureaucrats
cannot do the real business. The private
sector must remain the senior partner in
the developinent of bilateral trade and
economic relations. The second is tliat
govemment does have a role. The efforts
of govemment are intended to support
and facilitate; and tliey are not limited to
circuinstances wliere constraints on
market access or broader political con-
siderations justify a formal govemment
role."

lIn the past, communication between
the business sector and goverinent had
been fostered by nuinerous consultations.
Mr. Jamieson said that the govemment
was "trying to consult more" witli the
business prior to setting policies.

in conclusion, Mr. Jamieson urged the
business community to produce proposais
and recommendations on specific subjects
to enable govemnment to continue to take
into account "the factors which deter-
mine the bottom fime figure of the ba-
lance sheet.... By the saine token, the
business community must respond to the
political realities we face ....".

Law Reform Commission attempts
to defiîne brain death

In a working paper released April 10 en-
titled Criteria for the Detennination of
Death, the Law Reform Commission of
Canada proposes legislation to the effect
that:

"A person is dead when an irreversible
cessation of ail that person's braini func-
tions lias occurred.

"The cessation of brain functions can
be determined by the prolonged absence
of spontaneous cardiac and respiratory
functions.

"When the determination of the ab-
sence of cardiac and respiratory functions
is made impossible by the use of artificial.
means of support, the cessation of the
brain functions may be determined by
any means recognized by the ordinary
standards of current medical practice."

These recommendations were the sub-
ject of extensive consultations with
medical specialists wlio daily face the
problemt of determination of death. The
Commission also drew on the experience
of other jurisdictions such as Manitoba,
certain states in the United States (Kansas
and Maryland to, name two) and other
countries such as Australia.

Not always academice
The attempt to determine the moment of
death, explained Jean-Louis Baudouin,
the Commission's vice-chairman, "may
appear an academnic question, but, for the
physician, hospital personnel, a lawyer
and the parents or family of the indivi-
dual in question, it is not. Modemn
medical technology lias now made it pos-
sible to artificially sustain the respiratory
functions of human beings wlio have lost
the abiity to breathe spontaneously fol-
lowing an accident, disease or trauma.
Therefore, interruption of cardiac and re-
spiratory function is no longer a sure sign
of death".

"But, tliese functions cari also be main-
tained for individuals who have irrevers-

ibly and definitively lost their brain funce-
tions and will tlierefore neyer be able to
regain consciousness. So, signs of respira-
tion when artificially maintained can no
longer be taken as a sure sign of life."

The Commission's proposal attempts
to adapt the legal normn to medical real-
ity (L.e. that an individual can be con-
sidered dead when he or she lias suffered
irreversible loss of ail brain function). It
leaves to the physician, according to the
facts and circumnstances of each case, the
choice of methods and techniques as well
as the ultimate responsibiity of diagnosis.

The Commission hopes its recoin-
mendations will help solve difficult prob-
lems in practice as to the determination
of the cause of deatli and to possible
criminal liabifity of physicians and
medical personnel who make the decision
to interrupt extraordinary means of sup-
port of respiratory functions in irrevers-
ibly comatose situations. The proposed
text would give practical recognition to
the fact that a human being placed on a
respirator could be legaily declared dead
when it was determined that this person
had suffered complete and irreversible
cessation of ail brain funiction.

As the first in a series of publications
on "Protection of Life", the working
paper lias been presented for public dis-
cussion and comment. The Commission
wiil consider ail submissions before
making a report to Parliamient.

Diplomatie appointmentS

Albert Bécliard, a Member of Parliamient
sînce 1962 who has served as Canadian
delegate at intemnational conferences, lias
been appointed Consul General in New
Orleans. H1e replaces J.C. Cantin.

Jin S. Nutt becomes Consul Genieral
in New York, replacing Barry Steers, wlio
wiil be retumning to Ottawa.

Mr. Nutt lias served the Department of
Extemal Affairs in Rio de Janeiro, Wash-
ington and as Consul General in San Fran-
cisco. In 1973 lie was appointed Director-
Genierl W tlie Bureau of Western Hemis-
pliere Mfarire'Since 1917 lie lias beeli
Deputy Under-Secretary of State for
Extemal Affairs.

James H. Stone becomnes Consul Geni-
eral lu Chicago. H e lias served abroad in
Paris, Wellington, Rome, London and,
since 1976, as AmnbassadQr to Brazil. Mr.
Stone replaces W.J. Collett, who la beig
reassigned abroad.
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