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The FlIoker and I.dKeaded Woodpooker.

'rime, the month of May; place, two and a baif
miles from Columbus, Ohio; U. 8R A. A pair of
lied-headed Woodpeckers had a oustin the old stump
of a deciyed tree; the outrance W iL undoubtedly had
beeti made by tb. Flioker, as thre sise of iL îndioited
iL being considerably largor thmn tho Red.b.sds
usuatly make. 1 bad previoud.yeamiu.d this nest;
t hors were four egoa inii at th. time. At Omt a
male Flicker tried bis but te force an outrance, but
vas effectually ropulaed by the Rd.beads. The
female Flicker vas during tuis ime moot indolently
sitting on another stomp of a brokon tree, seeming
not to take any interest ln Lbe doîugs of ber mate;
but some tinie alLer, perbape pressed by tbe nebossity
of laying ber egg, she took au active paut againittb.
Red-heeds, and Lb. united strength o! boL)> finally
overpowered theni. and Lhey bad Wo abandon their
neat and eggu, to th. Fliokers, vho, in tbsir turn,
af ter having throvn ntuLLb.e gsof tho Red-hesds,
installed themaslves in the nest.
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Curiosity le Iargely devoloped in birds. The 'blue
jay is tb. moot' curionss vell U th. moot voluble o!
ail birds. I bave boom able Wo differentiate tventy-
three distinct utteranoea in thejanguage, if I mn'oas
the word of the ja>'. On one occasion I lft a gis.
jar ooutaining uovtso r a large block of sandatoue ln
my front yard. 1 bail mot been long thero bof or. a
jay fiew down W examine it. Ou. o! the. nevts made
a qoick motion, sud uttering a cry of'surprise the jay
flew Wo a tre. overbead. Ho remained quiet for an
instant, asif un profound thougbt. Ro thon uttered
bis aasembly ciii, sud birds of &Il kinds came hurried-
ly flyiug up in anadr or Wit. In a fev Moments 1
noticed iu tb. surrounding trees, jay-birds, wood-
peckers, uap.subkers, cat-birds, soug-sparrovs, orioles,
mockiug-birds, blîckbirdg, peoeues sud fliokers.
Tbey made a terrible outory, but oeon homeosilent,
wben the jay, which had calledl theni together, ilov
down Wo the rock. Several cf bis mont courageous
bretbreu immediately folloved hlm. Ho ýFot p Ite
the jar and mode a careful examination ofit aMdits
contents, aIl the wbile utteuiug a low., qiettilous
monologue. Suddenly ho attered throe loud-t peculiar
cries and flev away. The asouabi> then dispeised.
On anothol occasion I noticed a jaây sitting sUlent and
absorbed ou tho roof tres cf a grapo arbor. Hoe ap-
peared to b. watching somthing benoatb, hlm Tory
intently. On focusing him ln my glasses, I diacovor-
ed that hoe vas lu a state cf great ezoitomOit., and

vua trembling anl ovor.. I notiosd the. difeoODf
bis gise, sudsoon saw the objeot of bis regrd ý
large maieesot vas stulking a haro, sud "s JqO
crouchinir to make bis sprumg. Hosprag ttbe Imý
but bis jump fell short, sud ti.ha ro bounded A
in ssfety. And thon tbe jay-bird aeemed W be .I-j-
overcome witb delight He trourmid bimalfop
dcvi>, sreaming vwith sa1111roit3ie lsaugbtsr. soqp
od t be jeering sud ridiculing tbhe St to bis fallut
exteut, sud Lthseemod to underatasd imu. IU.
dropped bis tal and diaappuwl in tb. bush.. Tb$
jay utterod one lut notS of dorision Mud' timon 5W
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