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THE GREENIES.

A rose-tree stood in the window. But a littie
whil, ago it had beén green and Iresh, and nov
it looked sickly - it was ini poor health, no doubt.
A vhole regiment was quartered on it, and vas

-eatig it up; yet notwithstanding this seeming
groediness, the regiment was a very decent and
respectable one. It wore lbright green uniforns.
1 sPoke to one of the "Greenies;" be was but three
days old, and yet he vas already grandfather.
Wbat do you think he said? 1It is ail true -he
spoke of himseif and tiie rest of bis regiment,
Listes!

t. We are the. most wonderful mratures in the
vorld. The wisest of the creatures, the. ant (we
hbave the.greatest respect for hlm) understands usV veli. H. does not eat us up; he takes Our eggs,
lays tbem in the family ant-hiil on the ground-
£oor-laye tbem, labelled and numbered, side by

~ skMe, layer ou, layer, so that each day a nev one
mÀycrreep-out of the. egg. Then h. puts us i
a stable. strokes Our bind legs, and milIks us. He
bas given us the. pretti.st of names -"Littie

maeghnest
4 AilU aretures, vbo, like the. ant, are gifted wvti

camem u ne, a u by this pretty name.
1 we .b ron atro eef. 1ate eimn

liv us beo r a Te af. nrcai s ln
lice;,the. books oeils us Aphides; but the. cbldren
càB us the ant's cv Anderson.
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Aléog time ago the. birds quarr.lled as to who
-l h iL. singr aihysi te o

b*e a Scnert, and tvo judges would say vho
v the best oager. Theprizevwasto be aset

*1 tii. inest featiiersever seen.
Ojmly tii. saie.birds ver. to sing. The. ladies

vwu to shiy to sMinh public. That là. why.
coenever heff. thetn.

It vw« a had matter to settle whowere to be
the judgn. They must flot be birds, or they
axihgt Spve the. prize to theiselves. They mnust

~~' ' I0aiInot shg, said the. vise owi. "
Vod"et the pri if 1,did . Choose the two
b" st.tuat ng bst for judges." But as h.

7, dnt el isu.hat beasts sang best they
veno viser.

'rhen* the sparrow uaid, " Choosathe" tw&'
lIwsts witb the finest cars. They aremuM» tà
hear the best. We want then to boit, fMote
sing." So they chose a donkey and a bars-fer
the two judgçs, and the concert began.

The ladies sat in the front rova, aMdtWi
singers came to the front one by M&..Th.j
ban tamn came first, and crowed Ioud aM éMif
over and over again.

Then the turkey pushed him aside and gobbhd
out his song.

The Iark came next, but he could olî4snI
the sky. He flew up, up, up, singing Mie b
living voice of sunsiiine. When h. came bw* .

they were hearing the quack, quack of a druln &
The nightingale then sang so uoftly at *s~

that the donkey feu asleep. Most of the own
began to talk, so he istopped quite hurt

Then the. peacock gave sudi a mcmeb tbUtlwl
haie jumped with frigt. The. donk.y volse
with a start, tbinklngMm. Au. was oldln bIq..
"IAil istes to me," n»W the "my 0O "M
is so sweet.

Theti came.the Parrot, the . ipe, the cs
and others. Ail had their turn. Tii.
judges vent behid the fence to talk about
sopgs and to think vhich was bot

The donkey ".d "No doubt, Mr. Han%,
think wîth me that the. peacock bam th ii. W
voie."

"The. nightingalçsn u vety"mi
bar., meekly.

"Wbat are you tblnking about?" »W4
donkey. " No such bird was et the.caoert-
You muât have been dreamning.

The. bar. knew the. donkey had b...
but b. did flot like -to say oo.

"The peacock muet have tbepre, 1
donkey. "He sang as sweetly as 1 do mm*
Then he vent back to the brdswltb the haï*
beiiind hlmx.

"W. b<ztii tbihk," mid the donkey, "tb« oâ.t 1
have ail sung vei.' But ve must give tba Prd
to the. peacock. He bas the. best vol e 1
knows how to make the.most of it.»

Tiien there vas a great Pose. The id.u
it vas not fair. Mrs. Nightingale mid, Né
but a donkey would say tiie pecock sn
thanmy huesbandY''

At last th.ei vere quiet, and the . m
Were brought out and stuck upoui tb e
back. You can sSe his tail beneathdwhpIt 1% -"
look. That is bow the peacock caMe ya1
feathers.


