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*THE. DYING, SWAN. N. B. Reader 111, p. 34.

1 (Ioflot wonder that people find it liard to teacli

this poem to young cliildren. It is no1ý likely to

attract the pupils. But the teaclier sliould study

it until she feels its delicate beauty.

What is the poet presenting to us? A picture,

and a very definite one, How easy it would be toi

paint a Pçtýure'from this description.

The wide open plain, the gray clouds, tlie river

winding slowly tlirough tlie marslies with tlieir

changing colors 0f purple and green and yeilow.

The willows, tlie, creeping weeds and masses, the

desolate pools. Far off, tlie snow-crowned hilis.

The only life in the picture is the swallow above

and the swan below.
The whole ladscape ris probably sugse. at-

least, by the poet's own surroundings. For this is

oeof bis early poems, published i 1830, when

Tennyson's home was i Lincolnshire, a flat,

mnarshy region. In tlie summer time the family

of ten went to Mablethorpe, on the coaêt, a place

referred to in thie "Ode to Memory:"
'Or evenm a lowly cottage viience vesme

Stretched vide and wild â ae. e merusefmari.

We are told that "the immense sweeP of n"s

inland, and the ehoCweid stranene oftepc
greatly moved him. "

We may also compare the fourth verse 0f

"Mariana:"
1 About a stoneCW from the. wali

A luice with bWacke'd waters sept,
And o'er it many, round and ainal.,
The clustered m osis t 55creS't.
Hard by a poplar uhok alwaY,
Alil silnr-groeu with gnaued bark;
For Ieaguesno other tYedid nw
The kWevut., e, b.r.mming gmY. I

Witli the firat tliree Ues of tlie second verse, con-

pare the lies from "The Lotos-E-aters."
IlFar off, three mountan-topSe

Three iiient piancles of aged snow."

The chidren sliould be told that tlie common
swan of English riversalias no song, and is cailed

the Mute mwan, and altliough there is a species, tlie

Whistling mwan, a native of Ireland and nrtlern

*Reprinted front RBvIW, FebraY, 1903-

Russia, which l-as musical notes, and cornes south
in winter, yet the story, so olten uaed by poets, that
the mwn sings a deatli song is purely legendarY.*

Compare,

That, iluing a wild «Wo ere lier death,
Ruffles ber putre cold plume, and takes the Bond
Withuswarthy web&.

Pua.g Of Avi~

"An under-r oof of .doleul gray"v and ##the undw'ts

sky " ouglit to be explaind by the ahidren theas
selves. Since 1 bave been asked to uay what it
mneans, I must explain that it Mmns the do"d; b1t
1 sbould neyer tell a clams such a thig asmtat.

" It wus the middle of the day."" Dopoebwîeul.
aliy state the time of day or year as plhlly Ms tb?
Coliect smre exanle.

"It vlmtend A#nmaorn by theAi
"It vas thedee nid-."
'Now the macs-dy quW bt he M&di
"It vas tiei.tasuhus lIU.biiw.

"What does "too" 99musa in

4"And teck tii. ,Oe-tog.s mnk vegt."

And in
"dTii.wild vandeath-hyuatsk tii. s,

Compare

T'ait cam etwle the wa~~

The. V"ndetaM"oehwi psOom
iWies2f,4

"To he tii ioy 1Yom e eW" *0a
rom the. eut straagu1w

And the commou x~.
"It took my .7e-MY fmer.'

",Omswilowover the river'WMLt"

*Not- 1 quote frMe Mr. LktIeikW#'
Idylis:

'ePliy," tuyMr j. DYer, "aîudÇ te &

Wb" a". m «ns mme, nido t luagUat"
but fabey,. ete%:sù8s, asproved" roi
tion. SI8iomS ro --J Vs

note of avama hatber om ue
mSwtly beffl etheirdeaà for thus * iý
f rom thi.oplalOo i MtiSiio
moulacilmms lato tibbof lbeas to md u
hum»n comidtin, aiter ies-deatli (p
becmm aan.-EmuîbFdi .

à


