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The Bell Telephone Enquiry
The application of the Bell Telephone Com-

pany to the Board of Railway Commissioners for
permission to raise its rates lias met with strong
opposition from individuals and public bodes-
B3oards of Trade, etc.-but principally from the
municipal councils through their unions. ,Th 'e
company, to meet this opposition, lias not waited
for the hearing which will take place on Septem-
ber 21 to state its case, but lias, through its vice-
president and other of its principal officers, as
well as through advertisemnents in the daily press,
not onyl placed its cards on the table but lias
apparently lef t them for the Public to read. This
action has certainly modified much of the opposi-
tion, which at first was against any increase
whatsoever, but which now would seern to have
toned clown to "show the reason for any in'-
crease." This is practically the position that was
taken at a meeting of municipal representatives
who recently met in Montreal on the invitation
tion of the, Union of Canadial' Municipalities. At
this meeting a special conim1ittee, -macle up of one
delegate each fromi the cities of Màontreal, Toron-
to, Quebec, Ottawa and Hlamilton, was appointed
under the chairmianship of Commrissioner Decary
of MNontreal to take mieans to have the case of
the miunicipalities properly presented before the
Railway Board; a special fund being ralsed to
emnploy counsel and experts.

Unfortunately the couneils of Toronto and
Hamilton not seeîug eye to eye with their fellow
councils in either the object or the means of the
protest to the increased telephone rates, have de-
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cided to oppose. the Bell Telephone application in-
dependently of the committee of the Union of
Canadian Municipalities. The stand that both
Toronto and Hamilton take is that if the systemi
was publicly owned the People woul get a chea-
per and better service, andl consequently the
Bell Telephone Company fis fot entitled to any
increase at ail on its present rates.

'There is no doubt that the public ownership
of its hydro development lias been a splendid
success in Ontario, notwithstanding the criticisms
that have been made against it, and there îs no
doubt also that sooner or later ail public utilities
will be publlcly owned flot only in Ontario but
throughout Canada, for the princîple is flot onîy
good and sound but practicable uncler goocl ad-
miinistration. But is the present moment the
riglit time to experiment in public ownership so
far as the telephone systemis of Ontario and Que-
bec are concerned? We thlnk not. Both the
capital values ancl the cost of administration of
public utilities are at their higli peak just now,
m1ahing it practically prohibitory to buy out anv
existing telephone system, so that it cornes rîgt
down to tlie question of whether or flot it is in
the public interest to give the present owners-
the Bell Telephone Company-the mieanis to give
an efficient service? Comimon sense says yes,
otherwlse you get a poor service. The Company
says the mneans necessary are increased rates.
lIow are the rates to be adjusted to satlsfy both
the users and the company. This is the task be-
fore the Rallway Board, and it to help solve the
problemn with the bias towards the public that the
municipal committee under Commissioner Decary
will be on the spot when the public hearlng opens.
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