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A Great Monument to a Great Canadian
FREDERICK WRIGHT.

When Sir George Etienne Cartier, Bart, died in 1873 lie
lef t to every Canadian coming after him a great heritage in
a confederated Canada, which hie above ail others (flot
even excepting hie great collegue Sir John A. Macdonald)
flot only made possible but brought ta a logical conclusion
l'y first inducing British Columbia to join the Dominion and
then creatlng the fIrst of the great Prairie provinces under
the name of Manitoba. ...... In those early days littie
or nothing was known of the potentiaUities af the great
West, yet Cartier had so much confidence in its future that
he l'acked it up to the lmrit Of hie powers and hie influence,
a confidence that has been more than justifled l'y the
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artist. That is, One who conceives and brings forth great
ideas, whether those ideas b'e expressed in the form of the
writtén word, music, painting or sculpture. . .. And
if tlhere l'e any comparison ans wauld say that the eculptor
hýs the hardest task of aill. . . To visulize clay or
stone so that the conception of the artist may l'e made
perfectly clear to the observer is truly making lufe ouf of
dead matter. . . . As one examined group after group
af small l'ut perfect figures in Mr. Hill's studio, each one
a child of the 8culptor's brains, ons really did feei that be-
hind the shyness af the man lay a strong character, fIfted
to portray tWie ideals of lufe. . . . In the Cartier mnem-
anial itself the arranging af the figures represenfing the
nine provinces Is perfect art, each onie clasplng the hand
of the next, and each' face full af hope and confldence~ in
the future. Then the two groupe representlng religion
and education, the young soldier defending the flag, the
huge figure of Renown on the top of the column In the
act of crowning Cartier himself, and then the inscription
on the scroll under Cartier's hand "Avant Tout So>yons
Canadiens" (Before ail l'e Canadians) surely such, though
created out of stone and bronze, le a living message of
living people from a great spirit af Confederation days. To
complets hie picture the scuiptor s0 designed hie wark that
the tree covered sloi>e of Mount Royal forme a fitting bask-
zround and the zreen sward of Fletcher's Field a, iDefect


