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CHANCELLOR MEREDITH.

BY PRESIDENT LOUDON.

The new Chancellor of the University, like his prede-
cessor, the Hon. Edward Blake, is a Canadian by birth, of
Irish descent. Curiously enough, like Mr. Blake also, he
was born in the vicinity of London, where he received his
early education and legal training, the latter being supple-
mented by his course of study in the University of
Toronto. For many years Mr. Meredith was a reside-nt
of London, where he was engaged in the practice of law,

authority, a fact which received practical recognition by
his appointment as chief legal adviser to the city of Lon-
don, and subsequently to the city of Toronto.

In the eyes of the public, however, it is Mr. Meredith’s
political career which bulks most largely, and which has
won for him a measure of aimiration for his talents and
respect for his integrity accorded to but few men in
political life. For sixteen years, as leader of the Oppo-
sition, he joined issue with the strongly-entrenched Gov-
ernment of Sir Oliver Mowat. In his capacity as parlia-
mentary critic he was unsurpassed. The minutest details
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until his removal to Toronto in 1888. In 1872 he was
elected to represent the city of London in the Provincial
Legislature, which he continued to do without interruption
until his elevation to the Bench in 1894.

It is very rare that an active politician succeeds in
achieving distinction both in his professional and political
career, but, during the twenty-two years from 1872 to
1894, Mr. Meredith not only worked his way up to a lead-
ing position at the bar, but at the same time played a very
prominent part in the political life of the country. In the
sphere of law he won distinction both in civil and criminal
cases. . In municipal law, especially, he became an

of public business were familiar to him, whilst his eminent
legal ability was brought to bear most effectively in the
criticism of legislative measures brought before the House.
It is in view of his services in this last-mentioned capacity
that his retirement from politics is especi lly revretted,
since, in a legisla ure comp rsed largely of m mbus le ti-
tute of legal trainin , the presence of 4 great leval nind s
invaluable as a safeguard a ainst m asures which, howcer
well intentioned, are iable without such guidance toresn t 1
legal conf ision and pubiicloss In 1894 Mr Mered haccip
ted the Chief Jusiiceship of the Court f Common Pieas,
thus closing his long and truly courageous political career,



