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of Thackeîy and H-oweils to the weird and unnatural of
snch as Verne or Haggard. Mucli, no doulit, can be
said in favor of a healthy imagination, not alone to the
possess9or but tg others, inasninch. as it alone caji gîve one
the power to "put yourself lu bis place" withoiut whicli
charity would go hlIting. But imagination in bowevcr
wild a fliglit stili loves the plausible, and recognizes the
natural. To mispiace well-known cities or <lisallow direct
and consequent natural. ph enoneria secins but a step re-
inoved front ignorance of the saine.

Thait the wvriter lias a brilliant and wonderful imagina-
tion is very clear, but it is too great an effort to appreciate
a long9 and varied list of suparnatural events withont any
commion agent or connecting thread. On the Inidian
Ocean as iu the heurt of Africa, without as within the
juris(liction of this 'impossible She,' the wiidiy imaginary
takes place. Without sequence ani wîthout gradation
we are led from one awesoine and uncanny thing to
another and feel conscious of a strain wbich is neyer the
resuit of reading a worthy production of imagination.
But, aside from the weird part of ail, the hotpotting, the
revivified corpse, the mountains and volcanoes ramnified
with caves and passages stnccoed witb einbalmed bodies,
after ail it is chiefiy the moral of the book that we quarrel
with mnost.

In any book that endures, in any book that takes any
lasting liold on people, we believe there is some good
moral purpose. lu 'She' this dlesirabie oliject is iacking.
If there is auy moral teaching we are blind to the fact,
and after reading we cannot but think 'enti Ibono.'

It boids np for our admiration in the hero a fine physi-
cal animal, but one who lias littie force of character
otberwise, who is capable lu the presence of his dead wife
of succumbiuig to the charmas of lier mnurderess, "even
there lu the presence of tlie biody of the womau who liad
love(l bu we]i enougli to die for him, lie fails into lier
rivai's destroying arnhs, " wvhle lu the preceding moment
hie lmmmd souglit to be revenged.

'Ne are expected to be interested lu aiid admire a
superbumnan woman with very human fauits, a person
wbo lies most glibly for mnost buman ends, wbo murders
e-nthiessly auyone wlio crosses lier wiii and, withal, is
conscions of the crime. "She had been ivicked, too, lu
her way, but alas sucb is the fraiity of the buman lieart,
lier wickedness liad not detracted from hier charni. In-
deed I am by no amans certain it did not add to it."
There are so many things said aud doue in this niueteeth
century to obscure the hune of demnarcation between the
false and the true, that the liaziness lui which. it now lies
makes it unseen and unfound liy many. But when a
writer simpiy states lu this open way that immorality is
an added cliarmu to the attractiveness of bis lieroine, our
sense of the desirability of trutb and gooduess receives a
ehock. After ail, wonderful as is the genius of the writer,
and gifted as hie no doulit is with a vivid imagination,
1n0 onme who is caref ni for others would place sucli a book
in the bauds of youth.
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GOVERN MENT AID.
(The foliowiîîg petition explains itself.-ED.) --

To the Ilonourable the Leqi.qlcthve Asdembly ofthe Pro.
viUce oj Ontario:

The petition of Queeni's University Endownîcnt Asso-
ciat ion.
Hitinblj sheu'eth

T HAT His flonor the Lieutenant-Governor, in bis
speech at the opening of the Legisiature, on the

tenth of February last, mnade speciai reference to the
Universities of the Province, and gave expression to the
intention of the Gýoverinnent to submit a measure for ex-
tending their usefulness;

That your petitioners are deeply interested in the main-
tenance and prosperity of Queen's Un~iversity, Kingston

That Queen's University, under the Royal charter
grantcd by Queen Victoia, ini the early years of Her
Majesty's reign, provides for and eînbraces a complete
course of literary and scientific edncation;

That the fouliders of Queeu's University, at a period
ini the bîstory of Canada when there was a perfectiy free
choice of localities, selected Kingston on account of its
central and salubrions position;

That two years ugo, on aIl the constituents of Queen's
University being specialiy and individually consulted,
they unaiînously determ iied that Queen's shonild rernain
permanently at Kingston carryingon University work;

That the charter of Queen's is older than any other
existing provincial University chai-ter;

That, for nearly hlf a century, this institution at
Kingston bas tanght general 'literature and science to al
on equal terins;

That in an early address of its fonnders, issued tb the
public in 1839, the doors of Queeui's were opened to alI
the youthi of the country without distinction of creed, or
class, or race; thiat from the first day of the establishment
of Queen's, this broad principle bas neyer been departed
from, and that at the present time the Arts, Science and
Medical classes alike rank among their students in attend-
ance, Anglicans, Romanists, Methodists, Baptists, Con-
gregationalists and Presbyterians;

That the wboie of Eastern Ontario is deeply concerned
in the prosperity of Queeil's University;

That a large and valuable property lias been acquired
at Kingston ; that new, commodions and permanent
buildings liave been erected with funds furnished by the
citizenls of Kingston for the University : that the Muni-
cipality of the City of Kingston, together with twefre
Couuty Councils, have unanimonsly passed resolutions il'
its support;

That Queelî's University counts among its friends the
great mass of the Population f romi which the students are
chiefiy drawn ;

That Your petitioners learn witb great satisfaction that


