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- The Woman in Black.

Travelling recently from Chicago to New |

Yoik, I found one morning, wpon evawling ont

dmy berth, that the train was standing stock-
still.  The porter told me it had been standing

ithat way for an hour and a half, while T had
een sleeping the sleep of the Just.

& Ireight train done wopsed up on de track

ahead,” suid the portev. 1 reckon we don’

8 I dressed and peeped out. and saw we were

longside the platform of & country station, I°

ook a good breakfast in the dining ear, and

then went out to stroll up and down the plat-
form.

Presently I went to the locomotive, and stop-
ped to admire it.  There is nothing much better
to look at, for that matter, than the locomotive
of one of these throngh express trains on the
great trunk lines. How it throbs as it stands,
straining with pent-up power, as if impatient
to Jeap away at fearful speed !

This one was hissing fiercely, while the mea-
sured thud of the air-pump sounded as if it
might be the regular hreathing of a sleeping
wiant,

In the eab sat the enginecr alone, waiting. 1
stopped and gossiped with him o moment abont
the engine, "Then 1 offeved him « cigar, which
he took with thauks, and asked me to come in.
L swung myself into his cab,

The engincer—a hright, pleasant faced man
about forly years old--explained to me the uses
of the numerous valves and levers about him,
They were all as hright and shining as polish
could make them, for an engineer is as proud of
his engine as any houscwile is of the ncatness
of her dwelling. I glanced at the two shining
steam-gages with the clock between them. and
then 1 noticed what seemed to be an ordinary
white moth, mounted in a gilt frame. hanging
against the wall of the cab,

‘ Is that for ornament ? "
at the moth.

The engineer smiled,

| asked, pointing

“* Well, partly for ov-

ment.” he said. * hut agood deal more for sen-
timeunt. I put that moth there because it saved
my life, and that of two hundred and fiftv peo®
ple as well.”

& cut,

: e general
icularly to bar-

y,” fays he, ¢ when
ut down more early,
aving o brittle {talk,
—astto defend it, quick-




