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commenting upon the matter at the opening of the season, and it is one
worthy the attention of ail loyers of bona /ide out-door sport. Roughness
and wildness in play and langruage redolent of the flsh-market are sufficient
to render any game unpopular.

IF the forthcorning three days' cricket match between an English arrd
a Canadian teain is not an utiqualit½ed success, the îneddling grumblers
who have aired their crotchets in the coluinns of the Toronto press will be
solely to blaine-providing aiways that the weather is favourablo. For
Many reasons -chief ai-forîgst themn no doubt the Ilbarbarianisms"ý accom-
païlying lacrosse and base-badi-there is a growlng- interest in cricket, and
its devotees dlaimi that the time is not far distant when it will take its place
here, as in England, as the king of out-door games.

THiERE is no more objectionable feature about journalismi than the per-
80Onalities whjcli too often characterize it. Sot even the vulgar language
used by party hiacks brings greater discredit upon the press. The senti-
mnents expressed in editorial columns are, in well-regulated comînunities.
tacitdy undeî'stood to bc endorsed by the whole personnel of the journal in
which they appear, by gentlemen are treated as such, and are flot attributed
to any particular writer. Oiily on such lines cati a publication attain

dignity ; oniy on such ternis wilI writers who are worth reading, connect
theffselves with the press. Wc have had occasion to refer to th is matter

before, and to request offeniders to quote what appears in TiIE WEEK as of
TiiF WEEK, and riot as of this or that contributor. lu some cases our hint
h as been taken; in others, we regret to say, it lias îîot. A few persons,
appareutly 1îaving conceived theinseives outside ordînary social courtesies
and professional honour, persist in attribuiting articles to some individual
writer-usual ly the wrong one. There is no pretence that this liue of action
8,88ists to a better understanding ýof the subject under discussion ; it is done
With the soie idea of annoyance, and is thec instinct of a biackguard. lThe

fohiowing rebuke, administered by the Hlalifax Critic to the Nova Scotia
Hlerald for an offlnce of this scandalous nature, may prove profitable read-
111g to those who thus disreýgardjournalistic decency: IlWe reaily must decline

to discuss any question whatever with the lierai1 if it is going to attribute
"Ilr editorial remarks by namne to this or that writer, supposed to be con-

7aeted with this paper. To every.journal belongs the responsibility for its
editorials. For any editorial of the Critic that ' incorporeal eutity ' calied
the Critic ought to be praised or blamed. It is among the, unique journal-
l8ti0 illethods of our contemporary to attribute any distastef ai reînarks in

the Recorder and the C'ltronicle respectively to Hon. J. W. Longley and

the Provincial Secretary. We do not wish to imitate or to encourage tliis

liriConiventional style of journalism, and wc are glad to say that we have no

'lelnaadniiiies for prying, into the authorship of the editorials

TIIERE were eight failures in Canada reported to Bradstreet's during
the past week, against nineteen in the preceding week, and fourteen,
twentY.two andà thirteen in the corresponding weeks of 1884, 1883 and
1882, respectively. Ib the United Statesi there were one hundred and

'oýY8xfailares reported during the week as compared with one bnndred
orie eighty in the prcdnweek and with one liundred and sixty-nfe,

oOl llreand t-i n n hnrdadtn esetvli h

Wer os1e ofn weeks of 1884, 1883 and 1882. About cighty-two per cent.
"111 toseofsmall traders whose capital was less than $5,000.

ITi8 Singular that religions journals wbich applaudcd as moraliy whole-

ourae the Obscene revelations of the lPal1 OMall Gazette and impugnud the

"e~al principles of those who took the other view, should object to the

Seh"11198 of the confessional as a pollutel introduction to evil. The
Zmail Cathoîic priesthood, it seemns to us, inay mnake great capital out of

thecoduct Of Protestant journals and clergymen on this occasion.

thIe "Chr wi are the reflections of Charles de Mazade, the writer of
th 'honicle" of the levue des Deux Mne, on the SlsuyGovern-

1enit. The writer is a close observer of Engiish politics and, like the
"Ve itself, a ducidud Conservative.

alde f ear view this secms a strange MillistrY. tbscrailn ot come nito ae
holr favo)urabîs Condlitioins asrega;rds foreign d1,îirls, aud it cannot reckon upo inga

fessed1Ilon Public opinion by brilliant suicesc. It begins. at aflv rate, it Mulst 1)e con-

a f ' y acts of singular rasbness; it seeins bent on astouishing 1,Englaud by the sudden-

]Beoi evohîtions The Couîservatives of the new Mini, try are dloing now What Lord

the W ld diii in fomrdays with anr aidacio>ii dexterity. Thley are tryiilg to wrest

te . 8 () ot of tire bands of thieir o)1)1 ofillts by showing themeselves more Lral than

ra articularly iii their irish poli, y. They are goiug the length of alsot aof

telb ardin radicaiiu iii the hope of captoring the Irish vote, first iu k'arlianinr n

~t0l~Cor . lrtis. Mr. Giadstone nsitofbs bold and well-attested liberalisim,

Per n e a u' ~ ~ o the mnot f igltf ul crim es, to have recourse to the
er~ei e mres of repression , ani tire l:rst Viceroy of Ireland, Lord 'Spencer, l'ad

Gfo ~fnnmncd the retention of tliose laws. Tire new ministry inangurates a

nb1 day lerfererrce withouit linut , it aliiiost ihisavo1ws the rePrOsiVe lneasures of
Rlde ,k an .tee osnet CiiO of the dlecisions giveu in criminal cases

ln the es xceptional regime of tire last lfew ycars. Mr. 'hdtiepeedteLn c
The ineeto h rsaithtigOinmauesee bobi cnoOuli in al, conscience.

1n1 iutry Irirîgi forîvard iii tire Upper Roie a, B3il to facilitate tire purchase
acue ~ ihmu dauced .y t tte. Strang, to 8ay it is thre Liberabi to-dyta

las the 11g the Onervatîves of attilcking tire rigbt of property by their legisiation.

eec~ hIes n sr reason to hope thaty these iene it ivili Rt ally rate wiu the
Cltýtsan k e Votei4 of tihe [risir ? It11iý perbai gain the mloinentary supp)ort of

taînet it.T~.lnei buhce r au] and hie frieuris have lecety~e
t I e Rgltators wlro lcead t1ueý [rishIl aro not C(cted wjth tlese concesions

ai ..09 8pe(i and graor dirition of tire land, and the Mîitry rue great
;g if P. ot)hiu « its, wiI d ispasilrodic liberlisilu. I t je mak.oga',exerimnt

erichî eu fin Iîl7r oogh for it's parlty ats wel as for 1,llnlhr l'brht

1epi . lf elleKan lâ~ ch, withotit -econciiug Ircland, may ertial vbr t

TiiE Mail concedes to the electors of Northampton the righ51t to choose
their own parlianientary representatives, but does so grndgingly and in
terms whichi for indeceuicy were probably neyer eqnaiied by Mr. Bradiaugb.
That notorious non-j urist may-indeed does-hold views wîth wbich
neither the MVail nor IRE WEEK can have any sympathy; but in expressing
tbum hie is neither "lbiatant," Ilcoarse,> nor " vulIgar." On the contrary,
bis delivery and his writiugs are nsuaily calin and j udicial in tone, and bis
language is neyer distigured by the use of gratuitous inisuits sncb as are
nsud by the .ilail's writer. It is ditficlct to characterize-in jîroper ternis
the assertion that a majority of the N6rthampton electors are "brutalized,'
and the still more contemptible coruparison of Jews, J)issenters and Roman
Catholics with "llepers." Champions sncb as this it is wlîich bring
discredit upon Cbristianity.

",Sic vos non vobis " may be said of inventions as a raie. llowe, of
sewiug.rnacbine famle, Bessemer, and Stepbenson certainly reapud the
benefit of their respective discoveries; but, as a ruIe, inventors, like
sbeep, are shorn ;like becs, robbcd of their boney; and Dr. R. IL. Gilbert,
who died rucently in New York, was no exception to a too-general
mile. Ho invcuted the Eievatud Bailroad system, wbicb, as visitors to
New York may remember, gives'you sucli ail admirable idea of the inner
life of the streets yon pass through. Dr. Gilbert was rnade chie£ iaspecting
engineer to bis.own railway; but as the conîpany infringed his riglits, bie
songht the aid of the law. A conaproniso was efrected, and hie reccived
$100,000 in shares. But as the stock paid no dividend, hie lived and died
no better off for bis invention, which we trust mnay neyer bu introduced
into Canada.

AccoRDINu to the French anthorities our old friend the sardine is in a
bad way. At Concarneau and other places on the coast of Brittany wbcre
sardines moit do-or rathor did-congregate, they have grown uxceedingly
shy and congregate in mach sinaller nambers. The fishermen of Con-
carneau are almost starving, the factories are being closcd, and only a few
of the establishments possessed 'of large capital can bold on. The ishermen
who can hire steain power, and thas get farther ont to sea, are able to
catch a few fish, bat tbey assure the visitor that sardines are no longer
wbat they used to be, uither in numbers or quaiity. This decline is by
soriu attribntud to the failure of cod roc, which is the most attractive bait
for sardines. Others faîl back upon the Gu-lf Strean which, it is said, bas
been diverted fron its old course, and the fish who like its warmnth bave
followcd it. Whatever the trac explanation may be, sardines are declining
in nuinhers. XVe do not lrnow wbetber the consumer is equally duserving
of compassion. Sprats we always have with us, and althongh there are
doubtiess experts who know a sprat frona a sardine, the vast majority of
the public are obiiged to take tinned sardines on trust. The dictum laid
down by Sama Wuller in bis famons discourse on nicat pies may bu very
safeiy uxtended to other comestibles: I t's tue seasoning as does it."

CORRESPONDENGE.

TO REÂDERS AND CORRESPONDENTS.

Ail communications intended for the Editor muit bs adiressed: EDITOR op THE WEEx
5 Jordan Street, Toronto.

OontributorB who desire their MiS. returned, if not accepted, mnust enclose stamp fo that
purpose.
FIDELIs.-The substance of your communication having appeared in the daily papers, it

bas loet lis interest for our readers.

THE NATUItAL LAW IN THIE SPIRITUAL WORIt).

To thre EUitoor of Tire Week ,

SIR,-Your very forcible and juit criticism of Mr. Drummond's "Natural Law in the

Spiritnal World " reveals the weak point ut that ingeujous book ; but it le only f air to the

author to remember that bie himself looks UPOIl hie whoie seherae as mereiy tentative. In
fact, his own spiritual systema is evidently undcrgoing metamorphosis. Deeply religions,

and brought up, one would judge, l' after the mnoît straiteet sect " ut IPredestinarianism or

Puritanism, hie is at the samne tiue a mnan of brîlliant scientific attainmnents, and a pro.

pounder of the doctrine of E vointion, which le rapidly beconring accepted by ecientifle men

everywhere, and even by theologians like Bishop Tremple. Iu coliatiug bis religions and

hie sientifie viewe bie findi the former gradually, alunoît iniperceptibly, undergoing change.

He telle ns this iu hie. preface ''11The crystais of former doctrine were dissolved, and as

they precipitated themeselves once more lu defluite formes 1 observed that the crystalline

system was ciranged" (p. vii). "lMy sîiiritual world before wae a chaos of tacts :Mny

theology a Pythagorean system " (p. x). I felt it to be due . . . to begin again at the

heginning and recoustruet iny spiritual world step by etep. The resuit of tha. enquiry I

have not given in this book " (p. xii).
The whole preface reade like the plaintive confession of one wiro is not at ail satisfied

asyet even with hie owu attempt to recoucile Science with Religion; and,without heiug a

prophet, one may venture to prognosticate that if, as we niuet hope, tire gifted author

favours the world with auother work, we shahl sec a etiil further reconstruction ot tirose
relgios opinions which with 1dm are confesscdly iu a state of flux. lIe will no doubt be

himself struck with the vast discrepancy between tire Natural Law of Biogenesis aird hie

(Pre'-Iestinariafl or Puritan) view of the Spiritual Law of Regeneration. Tire Naturai Law

is universal and constant; the Spiritual Law, frour hie point of view, Rets fortuitously and

fltfuiiy.
Now I hope it vil not be put dowu to 'lpriestiy pretensions," '" High Church

arrogance," in ail that sort of thing, if, as a IlHigh Anglican," I venture tii suggest that

Mr. Druminoud's difficuities wouîld vauiih if ire coold regard Cirristianit ' , uit frrmn hie

Puritan standpoint, but froin the II'Cati olic"' one. Ris heautif ni work, fuir sîrch iii in

spite of its inconnpletenresi, lias been a great boon to Christian thought, and bias thrown

much light on the religions probleme orf the day. At least bis lncid descriprtiomns of the

Natural Law suggest many analogies la the Spiritual World whrich the author hinseif,


