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* certainl that the statemnents hie miade to bis frieîîd Frascatoro,
St eille, a few years after bis return, are simple incredible,

ýeethev represent an extent of work and discovery
Wîch, withjn the tinie it was supposed to have been accomp-

lished, Wasi pbysically impossible

br -A I hanve said before, 1 arn glad to know that a cele-
r1011 Of the great evenît lias been deterined upoii, antd I

trust thât Mr. how'land (than wbomn no more patriotic and
Publie Spiritedl citizen could be founci foi' carrying it to a
Succesful issue) and those associated with imi will have ail the
8uPPOrt and assistance xvhich so important an undertaking
wIII require.R WINLuON.

Toronto, July 22nd, 18,5

'NVe0WOND) LAND) THE FIR' PLACE DLSCOVEREI)

BY THE C'ABOTS.

149'IIt)Tlie discovery of the West Inîdics by Columnbus iii
aný1d Of Newfoundland by the Cabots in 1497, is de-

led almost every book written on America. In ail the
'ries, it is said Newfoundland, not Cape Preton, was dis-
rjby the Cabots on the 24tlb June, St. Johin the

4 Ist'sl . ay, 1497. The discovery of America by the
Of 'r iais in the tenth century wvas thought not worthy
th redefle but recent investigations by learned men and
le Royal Society of Northeri n Anitiquaries' researches have

tO) the belief that Ainerica wis visited by different

ahe varions times long befere Columbus or the Cabots.
thre i8 a trad: tioui that in the year 1170, on the death ofSWelsh K*ing a dispute for tise succession arose amlen- his
w.us, that elle of them, to get rid of the quarrel, sailed away
,,th several ships and a number of people ; they sailed west-

PrtIli they discovered an unknown land. Here was lef t
rt Of the people as a colony, wbile the rest returned to
ale8l and after some time againi sailed witb recruits, but

th Ilvr again heard of. A discovery on an island near
th ',hores of nMaine, U.S., -ives additional plausibility to theerY thnv e communi-fe0Ythath catso North Amierica were visited by the

.PSuiad Ie centuries before the English, French, and
tap'edlt"d4- n1 1808, a gentleman in Bath, MNaine, cmui

0a~dt the Rev. Dr. Jenks, well-known as an accoînplished

44 thehsi ai', a sketch cf some singrular characters found

811i1de cf a ledge cf granite rocks near the middle cf a
dAt is'and. At the annual meeting cf the Ainerican Aca-
ýhOYOf Arts and Sciences, in May, 1851, Dr. Jenks (with

nig1 'as personally acquainted) mnade a statemnent respect-
trg4 Ctlaracters referred to. Since that timie an accurate

re îPt bas been made cf the inscription. The characters

are e1hteen in niumber, and Dr. Jenks lias no doubt thîey
'1% l in their origin. H1e says: "lIt may possibly
1 tefnc if-sthe bypothesis, which bias cf late been enter-
utItj th o much approbation and interest by the Danisli

'0.1 qaial 5 , that America was visited by the Scandinavians,
Xe eailers, long before Columbus or Cabot." Cabot called
a 1 01111land, as well as the Auserican continent, Bccalaes,
-'by as Word for codfisb. The use cf tItis word, Ilaccalaos,

h Olas givesi rise to rnucb discussion amongst Ameni-
*%.5Cholar8. It is well known that tlîe Basques, botb

111~5 and French, are net onîy great cod-fishers, but als"o
4 the aG thy were the first te capture whales and seal

their Quiff St. Lawrence Port-aux-Basques was one cf
Ports on the west coast cf Newfoundland. Sydney,

tu'oile d "panishi Bay," was another of their ports. El
qeee Prennlo Real, the late learned Spanisli Consul foi'

ro te a very interesting pamphlet on the Basques
fOuslhlAmdnica. lus view is the Basques fished iii New-

uel'%l and the Gulf before Carbot's discovpry, and the
th rl"se cf the nanse IlBaccalaos," se early applied to

cOutnties, lends greA1t weiglit te lis argument.

f h1te meicant A ntiqîtarianforJune, 1889, isan accotint
-tretii"1"st fld r atOrotten record cf an Irish imissionary namied St.

bOre the a" the first preacher te Mexico more than 800 years
til tht voyages cf Colunmbus or Cabot. There is a tradi-

Ybef a ilese Junk came te Alaska soille hundreds cf
AI4 ý eore Columbus crossed the Atlantic. Some suppose

the .orig8ka had ben peopled fromi Japan, while others tbink
Torîflibabitants came f rom the interier cf America.

OtJuly 22nd, 1895 Pnslîe TOCQui..

OSSERVATORE ON THE WOMAN'S NATIONAL COUNCIL

Siit,-Your correspondent " Osservatore " seemis to have
forgotten the very obvicus consideration, that they xvbo
undertake sharply te criticise aîîy public usove nent, uîust
expect te have their criticisms sharply criticized iii turi. I
notice that Il 0 " (I use the initial letter only, for the sake of
economny cf space) objects te have lier strictures on tise
WTomani's National Council styled l'an attack," thougb in
the îsext line sIte chmnacterizes as Il a virulent attack," a
reply which simply pointed ont the irrelevance anîd unfair-
rness cf ber objections,, and the lack cf genercus symipatby
implied in tIse gratuiteus detraction cf a body cf wonien
whose only object is the disinterested promotion cf the well-
lîeing cf their sex and country! I must say tlîat 1 (le net
understand sucbi fine distinctions,, but will net waste tinle in
discussingepithets. Wlîenlwrotei my last letter, Idid se under
tIse impression tbat, the attack (I really cannet find anotiser
suitable word) liad preceeded f rein one cf the sterner sex whîose
mental vision in such inatters had possibly been impaired hx'
some unfortunate domestie experience. It did îlot eveil eccur
te mie as likely tbat any intelligent woman could write iii a
spirit se blindly unjust towards bier sisters, and especialiy
towards those hsigb minded and public-spirited wosnen wlîo
have the strongest possible dlaims on lier sympatby, esteelîl,
and respect. I am sorry te see titat bier second letter is neo
improvemnent on the first. It repeats, in a still more flagrant
feri, two cf tlîe greatest sins cf wlsîcb a critie can b)e -uilty,
that cf criticizing frem obviously imiperfeet study, and that
cf attempting te discrédit tise subjeet cf criticismn by vague
and irrelevant generalities and groundless inîsinuations, in-
stead of discussing it f airly and squarely on its definite merits
or demerits.

If Il O " sbould consider titis statement eitîer Il viru-
lent " or Il discourteous," I should like te suggest that she
could scarcely hiave read eveil îy lctter witlîout being aware
tbat the efforts cf tbe Council towards securing manual train-
ing for girls liad nothîing te <le witb h<ome teachsing, as she
misrepreseîîts it, but directed towards tseinucb needed intro-
duction inte our public scisools cf instructionl for girls iii
ilee(le wtirk aîîd other housewifely arts, thé entire lack cf
wliicb bias long been feit by thouglîtful wenîesî to be eue cf
tise ,reatest (lefects cf eur educational systein, and wvhiclh
tise agitation led by tIse Woiîen's Council is likely soon te
remiedy. Sinsiilarly, site ought to have kssewn tîtat its actionî
ini regar'd te pure literature was îlot, as she puts it, prescrib-
ing te parenits wlîat mental food te give their children, but
a consultation in regard te the best reîîîedy for~ ail evil cf
whose magnitude anîd efiects few people aie aware the
influx inte our counîtry cf quantities cf peisonous literature,
so-called, frequeritly finding iLs way througb the mails inte
the bands of ebildren witbout the knowledge cf their parents.
If the Ceuncil can accomplish tlîe task it bias attempted iîî
réference te even these twe objeets, it will be unquestionaiîly
a benefactor te Canada, and IlO0" must know full well that
sucb things cannot be doue witbout combination and pre-
liminary conférence.

Scarcely less uîsfair and ungenercus is lier réference te
tiîe conclusion arrived at by the Council in centinuing its
original practice cf openiîîg its meetinîgs with sulent instead
of audible prayer, as the most expédient înetbod cf inveking
the Divine blessing, in the presence cf relîgieus différenîces
and ecclesiastical conmplications cf xvbich ail Canadians at tiîe
present juncture nmust be fully aware. Here again, liad she
read the clear statensent cf this matter, wiîicis appeared iii
tbe saine issue with my letter, from the pen cf a writer wiso
was a strong advecate cf the use of the Lerd's Prayer, she
could scarcely have thîough iL justifiable te quote witlî ap-
proval such sheer nonusense as the assertion that tise Couiieil
'lhad negatived ahl tbe creeds cf Clîristendoin" in preferring
te conduet its devotions iii silence, after the manner cf our
Quaker bretbren. Sucb language is net only insultiîîg te tîte
many earnest Christian wemen wbc, after much considera-
tien, came te this conclusion, but it is a complete perversion
of botb fact and language.

The pal1pabIy offensive insinuation concering taîkers a nd
workers dees net need or deserve a reply ; since "lO0" must

know full well, if sbe cares to know, that arneng the leaders
cf the Woinen's Council are te be found some cf tle most inde-
fsatioable workers in the Dominion, whose work bas been

equally admirable whether done in their own households or

outside cf tbem, and wbe certainly do net need anonytnons


