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a return for bier generosity to US ini

this matter. In niaking this admission

with regard ta the indirect benefits resuit-

iLrg to us from our partial exclusion fromn

the vast market on our southcrn border, we

are far from meaning to imply that that ex-

clusion bas net been an incalculable injury

to us as well as to our neighbors. An influ-

ential. English journal remsrked the other

day in effect-we have not the copy before

us as we write-that the relation between

Canada and the United States for some

years past bas been ane of commercial boa-

tility. That is the simple fact, obvions ta

everyone wbo bas cared to observe it. We

are far iron' believing, as many of aur peo-

ple seeni to do, that the fanît bas been

wholly on the part of aur neighbors. It

bas been that of bath parties, and it bas

done great injury to both, not only in ob-

structing that mutual trade which a wise

and beneficent Providence so evidently de-

signed to be for mutual advantage, but in

creating to a greatgr or less extent feelings

of distrust and bitterness where the rela-

tions should be those ai the mast cordial

goodwill and conifidence. At present, hap-

pily, the ontlaok is more hopeful tban it

bas been for at least a decade. True, Mc-

Kinleyiam dies hard, as does every system

wbich enriches and makes powerful large

classes, while tcnding ti weaken and impov-
erish the niasses. But tbe turning point

bas been reached. The ration is on the

return route, and the wheels, however they

may be obstructed and clogged for a time,
are nat likely te be turned again backward.

Lt cannat be that Canada will be slow in

following so good an example. May we

net hope from present indications af pop-

ular opinion that she will ont8trip ber

great rival snd take tbe lead in the patb of

commercial reform ? Much as we appreci-

ate the increase of aur trade with BritiFsh

and foreign markets, we are fnlly persuad-

ed that our bighest prosperity can neyer be

reached until we bave again free interchange

af praduets with aur next-door neigbbors.

Want af space forbids even an allusion

to other grounds for aur confidence that

Canada is sbortly to enter upon a new era

of pragresa. We close with bni mention

of ane wbich we deem in the bigbest degree

important and significant. We refer ta the

praminence wbich many af the most influ-

ential newspapers in Great Britain are now

giving ta Canada and Canadian affaire.

This is largely due, no donbt, ta tbe ex-

cellent position taken by aur products at

tbe Chicago Fair, This fair, by the way,
deserves mention by itseif as an event

which bas helped most beneficially ta bring

the great resaurces af aur country into sncb

prominence as tbey bave neyer before ball.
We cannat doubt that aur record tbere will

bave a powerful effect in directing ta aur

sbores a larger share af tbe kind ai immi-
grants wbom we especiaiiy need, the agri-

cultural classes. But ta return ta the

newspapers. Who can doubt that great

gond muet result ironi-ta specify no

THE WEEK.

athers-the remarkable series of articles on

Canada and its affaire, resaurces, and pros-

pects, whicb have been appearing for same

weeks in the London Tirnes. Wc say Ilre-

markable," not that the writcr does more

than simple justice ta aur country, but be-

cause that great journal bas neyer before

opencd its colunins ta anything like so full

and fair a discussion of Canadian affairs.

Too aiten ,ucb brief references as bave

been made ta aur country were written

froni so insular a standpoint, and sbowed

sa scant an acquain tance witb the resources

of the country and the genins and institu-

tions of its people, that they availcd little

in extcnding tbe knowledge wbich migbt

be sa useful ta the people of England as

well as ta us. But in this instance the

subject is being treated fuily, and with

sucb evidence of correct and ample know-

ledge, in the main, that, thougb ail Can-

adians niay not assent ta every state-

nment or view af tbe writer, aIl must

agree that a great service is being done

ta Canada and te those in England who

are interested in lcarning about Canada.

In giving ta its readers such a series of

papers the gr(at Metropolîtan journal is

vindicating once more its dlaim ta a lEad-
ing position among the great newspapers

of the Empire.

THE RELATION 0F CI-URCHES TO
THEIR CREEDS.

An interesting article appeared from a
Roman Catbolic standpoint upon a recent
and still unsettled Ilbcre3y "case in one ai
the Protestant churches. The tenor af the ar-
tîc'e was ta contrast, on the one hand, the
protractad and public discussion inseparable
froîn the trial tbrough the various clsurch
courts, and the division frequently occitsion-
cd by the settiement, which proved no Set-
tlement, with Rome's simple plan by which,
the matter -in dispute is referred ta the
Roman Curia, and tha thing is done. Rame
speaks, and the matter is at an end. A
bererry trial, as in aur Protestant churcbes,
is unknovmn in the Papal communion. This
aspect af the case receivci an instructive
illnstration in a s9ries of articles in a lEad-
ing review from the pen af a Roman Cath-
olic theologian, which articles were br-oach-
ing soe rather revalutionary views rcgard-
ing bath the tbcolagy and adminhtration ai
the Papal churcb. One ai bis superiors not
only cballcnged bis position, but charged
bim with relellion against constituted
autbority ; ta this bie rcplied, that bitherto
tbe cburch had not spoken authoritatively
on tbese matters, which. were therefore
open for discussion, but sbould the Holy
Father signify bis disapprovai, hoe would at
once concode the pointa at issue. In this
connection it will be remembered that dur-
ing tbe last Vatican Counicil the infallibil-
ity ai tbe Pape was dîscussed, but since the
dogma was dccreed, it bas beau accepted,
and now ta doubt would be sin. Rama
locula est, let tbe world keep silence and
obey L t must be coniessed that Rame bas
a masteniy method cf dealirig with beresies,
and bier subjecta have weil learrut te how ta
constituted authority.

Protestantism wvith its " liberty ai con-
science "cannot cansistently fallow sucb a
course ;true, there are instances in abund-
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ance of churches th at bave cast ont f roui the"~
communion those who have departed from11
their articles or confessions, but scarcly
upon the ground of a deciared infallibilitl;
in fact, the articles of the Anglican and th'~
confessions of the reformed churches exPicIt'
ly state that general counicils and synods III&7

err. Romie neyer errs, semper eadem. This
indicates at once the difference Letweefl the
Papal declaration of faith, whetber by de-

crees of Council or by Bulîs fram St. Peter e
chair, and the creeds and confessions 0
Protestant Chrifitendom ; the one is the a
sainte declaration of truth, the others are
the rather pacte or covenants for feilowsblP
the former niay be capable of develop1IIen
and of adaptation, but not of change ; h

aside and new compacts formd. f course

whbile the confessions are accepted, theY are
heid to be true, and as truth to be final,,Y
and faithfully belld, but the admission thst

tbey are the utterances of fallible m'en
terpreting the infallible Word of "~ take
froin the absoluteness claimed for theS
pal decrees, and lays them open to revisi0a 1
as a matter of fact they have been in08
cases, if not in al], revised fron' tille to
time, and each revision claimied progresioA

in the declaration of the truth. This chat'
acteristic of Prote3tant confessions and of

creeds at once remove3 them frai that Close

of covenants which demrand adherence Co
every clause and word, inasmuch aS thef

admit fallibility. Thus it cornes teO
that as in the strict interpretation of lavrt
injustice may arise, to correct which We
distinguish between law and equtY Se

with confessions and creeda as covenoat6j
of fellowýhip, there is recognized h
tinction between the spirit and the l6 tter y
the real difflculty is to trace the Une b3Y0 0

1e

wbich the letter cannot be construed asal

lowing transgression or divergence, and
truc divining af the spirit ;, to that afc
oi the question we presu me to indicate certs'o

precedlents or iacts ; any p9sition takea,
appearantly takon, muet be beldi as ten"'
tative, the facts will be unquestiotiable.

This scems certain ail revisio f oiee

or confessions, or modifications
must be',in irom within the body V

standards are to be revised. instrWIileI
music was long heid to be at variance 'Wf
botb the standards and traditions
church tlht in influence bas neyer takefl

secondary place ; had they who agi tated for
edtbat

a change Ilgone out," as some argud iOt
they sbould in ail honcsty, there w0l
oniy have been divisions, but on 0e e
practical stagnation. None now reg1

that the party of a broarler liberty eve tba
]y had the day. It muet be adniitt e
the Articles of religion accapted by9t,0
Anglican clergy are in theology C 5 VI Of
it is as certain that a very large Sec~tioIO
that clergy is anti-Calvinistic. 0 Toe. ex
ment of a noble lord a generation agid of
aggeraticn, no doubt, but not de'bl - r
truthinines, that the Anglican 0s
ment bad Calvinistic aiticles, a t01
clergy, and a Romish rubric. Ilere er t1

a'churcli not oniy comprehended more tbanIl
creeds wouid cover, but accepte3 IsreoS
tradiction to the letter thereof. The d i
byterian churches in large messure Stlle
a similar relation to their Standard@. .,0
premiliennial theory is utterly et "a1o6
with the eschatology of the WetXJÎ < vbt
Confession, nevertheless man-y of toe1
have Fu bscribed to that Confession not 0

hold, but aggressively teacb, tbat tlord.

and are not anly tolerated, but eVeDa ti

cd officiai positions in their reoPO


