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tween nickel-steel targets and two kinds
of projectiles, the Holtzer, weighing 250
pounds, and the Carpenter, weighing 850.
A plate nine inches thick was penetrated
by the Holtzer projectile, but did not crack,
thereby passing the test for acceptance, but
failing to win the premium of $30 per
ton in addition to the contract price. The
feat of the Carpenter projectile, as described
in the account before us, is well-nigh in-
credible, and if accurately reported may
justify the boast in regard to projectiles.
The Carpenter shell, fired with an initial
velocity of 1858 feet a second, is said to
have gone clear through not only the nickel-
stoel plate, seventeen inches in thickness,
but also through thirty-slx inches of oak
backing and through the entire embank-
ment, aud then to have either plowed into
the river hundreds of yards, or buried itself
in the woods of a distant hillside. The
plate did not crack and therefore stood the
test for accepiance of contract, though it
failed to win the premium for impenetrabi-
lity. The experiments are of interest to
Canada,establishing, as they probably do, the
superior toughness of tho nickel-steel plates.
But the recent Victoria catastrophe suggests
a grave doubt as to the utility of those very
heavy armour plates. A vessel sheathed
with metal plates seventeen inches in thick-
nesy would carry her crew to the bottom
with terrible suddenness, should she receive
a full-speed stroke from the ram of a
Camperdown,

A recent number of the London Specta-
tor suggests a change in the English School
Law which would bring the educational
system there into harmony with the theory
which underlies that of Ontario. At the
last annual meeting of the National Society,
the Archbishop of Canterbury spoke hope-
fully of the future of Church schools, but
geveral prominent laymen took a gloomier
view of the outlock. There is a large stand-
ing deficit as the result of the operations of
the past few years, and the most strenuous
efforts bave not done much to reduce it.
The requirements of the Education Depart-
ment for the Board or National schools in
the way of accommodation and cquipment
become virtually obligatory on the Church
and other denominational schools, but the
Board Schools are provided for by general
taxation, while the denominational schools
have to depend on voluntary subscriptions,
These subscriptions must be incrcased if the
children are to be retained in the Church
schools, but to increase them means to
hamper other and equally important de-
nominational undertakings. In view of
these facts, the Spectator suggests that the
various denominations which support volun-
tary schools, unite in an appeal to Parlia-
ment to place on the rates all schools that
are cfficiently maintained. It3 argument
smounts to this, that if all are supported
by the community now, the amounts at
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present levied in the way of voluntary sub-
scriptions might as well be collected as com-
pulsory rates and distributed among the
schools. The reason is specious, but by no
means convincing. The effect would be to
establish permanently the vicious system of
denominational schools supported by public
funds, thus reversing the process which the
new Act is designed to favour. As nearly
all the voluntary schools are in reality
Church schools, the scheme would be
equivalent to endowment of these schools.
To this the Nonconformists would most
strenuously object. The fact that the sys-
tem would be analagous to that in Ontario,
in so far as the Catholic Separate Schools
are concerned, would be its chief condemna-
tion in the eyes of many of the most intelli-
gent Cauadians, Catholics, we believe, in-
claded. The d>nominational syst m—for
such it is, so far as one Church is concerned
—of Ontario is the result not of choice, but
of compromise, Tae principle is embodied
in the constitution, and must be observed ;
but were the people of Ontario now free to
choose the system they deemed absolutely
best, thero can be little doubt that all state-
aided denominational schools would go by
the boerd,

Lynch law is but another name for mob

murder. When it 8o happens that it can

be proved by incontestable evidence that

the victim was innocent of the crime im-

puted to him, the atrocity of the thing be-

comes more apparent and appalling, though

the barbarousness of substituting vengeance

for justice and the inflimed passions of a

mob for the dispassionateness of a court of
justice isecarcely greater. The prevalence
of these mob murders in certain sections of
the United States has long been the re-

proach of the nation and of American re-

publicanism. Two recent cases, in which

clear proof of the innocence of the victim
has been brought to light, after the merci-
less instincts of the mob had done him to

death in the cruel fashion in which such
deeds are accomplished, may, it is to be
hoped, set even the lynchers to thinking.
One case is that of Robert Harper, the son
of John Harper, who is said to be ‘“a
humble, honest negro.” Robert was hanged
by a mob at Bowling Green, Ky., on De-
cember 28th, on a charge of assault. The
father has now published a pamphlet giving
the whole story and testimony in the case,
that which the ‘mob had not time to hear,
as well as that which was heard. The In-
dependent says that it is enough to read
the testimony of the person assauited to see
that it completely and absolutely exonerates
Robert Harper from possible guilt ; and it
is substantiated by all the other evidence.
Another case of a similar kind hay very re-
cently happened in Kentucky. The later
reports agree that an alibi has been made
good and that this victim, too, was innocent
of the crime for which he was put to death,
Some passions are, we suppose, less ignoble
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than others, even when unrestrained, else ¥ 5
would be hard to make any distinction be
tween the guilt of the real perpetrator® be
the crime which it is sought to avenf® | ¢
and that of the would-be avengers. B
would be disposed to feel pity fol'.d‘ ;:
who took part in the hangings, in vie¥
the remorse and anguish which they D
be dispoted to feel on discovering that ¢/ ?‘!

had slain the innocent. But such 87“‘}”0 Iy
would probably be wasted. Had the © v
desired specially either to do justice or ﬂ di

deter others from crime, they woul‘ ‘c& ! 'o;
taken some pains to sift the pvide? 8y
Evidently their revengeful rage dems?d” Y
a victim and was not to be baulked _0“ by,
indulgence by any little deficiences L By

Yet the cff:ct of the revelst! b

proof. "
upcn the genera' public can hardly fa]l o thy
be salutary in hastening the downfs Py
the revolting practice. : hlgl

— boen rbgfu |

The controversy which has
for months over the question of the op?” o b
or closing of the World’s Fair at Chica%, ty,
Sunday has had a remarkable denot? i : ‘“N!
The lecal Directory, who bad prov® Y
pervious to all arguments derived fro® o b g
religious sentiment of the country, the ot |y
gations Jaid upon them by the B°3epee,v ty
of the large sum voted by Congress 07 t Io#{ - I&'
press condition that tha Fair should b°° g hw
on Sinday, and the silent protest oo %y
States and nations which refused ool F by,
their buildings or display their M4 Ik,
and other products on that day, #98 sic ¢ %
obliged to succumb to the strong .log w® | ‘NN
finance.  Thoe same mercenary 7 i LI g N
which wa3 all-powerful in the fac® oqd" "!\
those opposing forces, so long 88 theywoﬂ '&,]
persuaded that the Sunday receipt® e® - 4,
be a source of profit, became irresist! Y
the other side as soon as tbe Direct? o ﬁ"ﬁ
came convinced, by actual experimé™ g h"
the Sunday opening was in reslity B o?
speculation. We ventured to sugsesns
early stage of the discussion that it ¥ efuil
sible that the loss resulting from the *°
of multitudes t» astend if the fair wereunwr
ed on Sunday, might more that cow ¥
balance the gains to be derived froepd"
entrancs fees of those who would # t 1 4 ]
that day but on no other. The teauem" :
justified the forecast to a far greﬂ-te;ded v
than we had supposed possible. =" % § Y,
this was the further disappointmen £ho "\l
from the fact that the hundreds © oﬁod' !‘
ands of working men who were suPie ﬂ’t' ,"iz
be only waiting for the opening o'f tnm“# ;“!h]
on Sanday, to crowd in with theif ;n sll"'“ k’q
fees, failed to present themselves. B“ﬂid‘

a few Sunday-opening experimentstaf‘y W,
to make it clear that the senti®® of o I\

country in favour of a geventh d“yiends .
was far mightier than even the "
Sunday closing could hav
The result was that the 8ame
who were so determined to have ' oif
sition open on Sunday, in gpite °f, p
gations to Congress and the Obri®
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