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comparatively trifling a cause. But, whiie we are not without instances of
even~~ ths osqeces of attempts to deprive men of what they consider

their rigrhts, we need not apprehend such serious resuits at once. The

mere presence of physical force is often just as effectuai to paralyse opposi-

tion as its active exercise. Indeed, a law passed with the assistance of

women would become a dead letter more from lack of energy in those sup-

porting it thani fromn their lack of physical force. The women supportiing
it could do next to nothing towards enforcing it. The sphere in wbichi

they ordinarily move dotes not take in enough of the law-breaking elemnent

for themn to do effective work as detectives, and most men are deterrcd by

the odiumi attaching ta informers from actively assisting to suppress acts

not directly injurions to persan or property. The energetic few who are

determined to give effect ta the law can soon be broughit to a sense of their

helplessness by a littie resolute apposition, and so the law would go

unenforced.
But it is said that, of those who opposed the nmeasure the good ilon

would ail rally about it, once it becanie law, as they would about any other

measure calculated to promote the public good. But why should they

believing as they mnust, either that legisiation is not an efficient nîcans Lo

further the end in view, or that the particular law is a vexatious interfer-

ence with individual rights, or- that, though good in itself, its passage

would add momentum ta a stream of tendency the end wvhereof is practical

slavery. Wby should they support such a mneasure i Would not truc

patriotism demaud a continued opposition ta such an outcome of the short-

sightedness of well-iatentioned peoplei

But it is said, too, that we take no account of the immense moral force

women would bring ta assist the carrying out of a law. Tiiose raisitig

this objection, knowing how mnuch more the observance of our laws in

general is due to the influence of moral forces than ta the operation of

positive law, cannot understaud why a particular measure becoingi Ian'

should not have the support of these saine moral forces. TLhe inerest glance,

hiowever, at the common manifestations of inoral fort-e, the power of public

opinion, the influence of another's examiple, or the persuasiveiless of an

argument, will show that this force operates for or against a principle just

as actively under oae set of conditions as under another, and that the mere

embodiment of this -principle iii a statute *an affect the aperatians of moral

force very littie, if at ail. The truth is, law rests entirely on a basis of

physical force, and nothing, nîot in the njature of physical force, eau ndd ta

the strength of that basis. But this fact need not have been told niost

advocates of Wamian Suffrage. Lu their capacity of temperalice reformiers

they kaow very well the difierence b)etweeii moral force suasion and thc

force behind the law, and it is the inadequacy of moral force ta effect the

purpose they have in view that leads thenm ta fail back on the force bchind

the lnw.
We are nut certain that aur argument will meet with an eutireiy cordial

reception, even fromn those who, on ýother grouuds, oppose Woman Suffrage.

Lt, perhaps, smacks a littie toa much of the "tMight is Ltight " doctrine,

for that. But if it is souud, its conclusions nîay uiot ho disregardcd. Lt

is just as weli, in these days when an Act of Parlianient is looked upou as

the panacea for ail social ilis, ta know under what conditions this Act

cannat prove effectual.
Ottawa. 

S.

TE1E HUDSON'S BAY RA4ILWA Y.

PENDING the Provincial electians, which. will likely occur early in Decom-

ber, the people of Winnipeg are laniguishiflg upun the bcd of suspense over

the Hudsan's Bay 'Railway projeet. The feeling that exists iii regard ta this

great seheme is almost indetinabla, and eau be likened oniy ta St. Paul's

detinition of faith 14 Lt is the substance of things hoped far, the evidence

of things nat sean." Lt is difflcult ta ind mare than haîf a score people in

the city who bonestly believe that the road, twenty miles of which are

already graded, is actually goingy ta be carried through ta completion

forthwith. Lt is looked upon as the antidote for ail aur ilîs, and yet,

althaugh the work is being vigarously prosecuted at present, it is a rare

thing ta mecet any ane who believes the enterprise is in a position that it

will be complete3d under the present management. Upon the desirability,

practicability, and, if you will permit me ta coin a word, " payability," of

the road, the people of this Province are a unit. To say ana word that

miglit be construtid into scepticiil as ta the desirability of having tlîe

road at once is a dire crime in a Manitobali, and suicidal for a politician,

as poor Mr. Norquay bas founid ta his cost. lie expressed the opinion

at pulicmeting sme montha ago that "6there was no pressing

necessity " for the road. Lt bas taken him ever since ta try ta explaiti

that hoe did not mean what hie sai upon that occasion, and the result of

the caming elections only will determiile what success hie has met with.

When L say it is suicidai, for a politiciail ta express scopticisin in regard ta

the road, L speak literally, and the people of this city will tharoughly

appreciate the fact in view of the forced, though weak, support of a city

bonus ta the road wrung from the Free PreS8, whose editor and praprietor

is a candidate for election in opposition ta the Norquay Gavernmnent in

South Winnipeg, the banner constituency of the Province. There are,

however, a few who think with Mr. Narquay, that it is perhaps not well

ta hasten tao rapidly ; that if the road has ta be built with maney, the

major portion of which cames framn aur awn caftera, it may seriausly re-act

upon us in the future, and ultimately farce us inta the depiorable course

adopted, by several of aur provincial tawns, viz. -repudiatian. Our debt is

already quite heavy, and aur assets are practically nil, the Dominion

Government having aeted the part of a buccaneer, and robbed us of aIl aur

j lands, with the consent and approval of aur worthy Premier. If the

seheine bo a practical ane, and as such commends itself at present ta
English capitalists who are willing ta advance thec monley, Manitoba is
quite willing ta do lier duty in assisting, but under the present arrange-
nient of $6, 100 per mile being given by thc Local Goverrniîeîît, it looks as
if the Province would have ta build tue entire road, in view of the fact
that a bonus of $250,000 is wanted fromn the city of WVinnipeg. The cost
of building a railway aver level prairie is very lighit, and such assistance
woul go a long way towardsi ciinstructing the~ first txvo hundred miles or so.
Shiould construction cease l)y the timi that anoiit of rond was built,
the line would be of no practical use ta us, and the moncy we liad
expen(led would be a heavy additional burden upon us if we received no
remuuierating traffic. Without acces8 ta the seaboard it were warse than
useleas ta spcnd a cent upon the rond ;until, theref are, tuera is an actual
guarantec that the foreigu resources arc amplc ta carry the, enterprise ta a
successful campietion, Manitoba should not throw ai dollar ijuta the sehemne.

President Sutherland says, and with coiisiderabic force, ,that the
English capitalists desire a tangible earncst of the faitlî of tic ppople of
the North-West in the enterprise, and therefore lic asks the assistance
alrcady referred ta. 'The people lîcre asic Mr. Sutherland wlîo comprise
the Englisli syndicate, whiclî lie affirmis lic lias foried ta carry on the
work. Mr. Sutherland replies that he dare neot tell for four enemies of
the rond, whom he knows exist, would sek ta wreck the enterprise by
pouring lies inta the cars cf tlîe syndicat(,. It seeins scarcely ta be (bing
justice ta Englislî capitalists, wlîo are generally pretty shrewd, ta infer
that thcy would risk s0 many millions ici n scleicie without fully satisfyiîîg
themnselves as ta its practicabiiity. lu viexv cf this, subsequent siandera
shauld have littlc affect upomi their actions.

If tlîe road wvere built, and would cause the revolution iii thec carrying
trade of the North-Western States and Canadian North west that is
claimied it wvîll, there is no question about the beneticiai resuits ta tis p rov-
ince. Tlîe existence of thie road would at once establisli real estate values
iii tlîis country, wlîich are, auJ have beeni for a nuinlier of years, iii a most
uncertain condition. Farin lands in the province arc mnuc)l ini tli pasi-
tion-tîey uîiglit ho woîtli $10 anl acre, or they might be worth temi cents.
ILt is n fact tlîat tlîousandi of acres of excellent lands ini the Province have
l)een sold ut tax sales for an average of froîin ten ta twelve and a hiaif cents
an acre. At lcast ane-tliird cf the amiouit so sold wvould flot be redeenîcd,

îîo beaus th ral owner îlid not kîiow of the sale ant i eglectcd redemption,
bîut siniply because hie did not deîin it advisable ta continue paying taxes
xvllii there wvas no mîarket value or dIt inaîîd for farîn lnds, and lic did nat
know how long ho nîiglit ho obliged ta holdi his land, and pay taxes. Lf a
revolution iii the carrying trade i4 caused lîy the construction auJ opera-
tien of the, ludson's Bay road, an iînîncidiate value wiil be given ta aur
provincial lanîds, so prolitie in wh'*at-raising, aud reiideicd more valuabla
by tlieir praxiimity ta Hiuulson's i3ay than lands several liundred miles ta
the sontit of us. A similar eflect will (liubtless extend ta aur cities and
towus, in many of which latter it is impossible at preserit ta give lots away, as
the receiver wauld prefer iiîniunity f roi taxation, tîan encumberîng himself
witlî proparty of whiclî there is no prospect of disposai. Lt will therefare
lic sean that the H-udson's BJay I{ailway mnight prove of inestimable value
ta us, providing, the cost ta the Province -be not too great. Tite systamn
upon which the Provinîcial (lovernuiiemît aid is graîîted is this : Two years
ago railway construction iii the Province xvas at an actuai staudstili, and
the country was sufferiîîg greatly iii consequemîce, as hundreda of settiers
mvho had taken up land in districts, under promnise that a railway would ho
built, würa 1'leaving the country withi a curse," as the Conservative organ
haro axprossed it at the time.

Sonmething liad ta be doue, aud the Local Legisiature passcd a Railway Aid
Act by wiîich aîy railway company, haviiîg a lanid grant frein the Governument,
inight secure the bonds of thc Province, wihci woro nlegotiable in England
without difliculty ta the extent of 86,100 a mîile, the Goverinent taking
in exehange a fir8t lien uponi the baud grant of said colinpaniy for the amount
of bands issued. As tho land grant whicelî eichi cainip:ny usually secured fromn
the Goverujinent was 6,400 acres a mîile, the Provinice practically lind the
lands at $1 ail acre, and as tlîcy concluded if the lanîds wcre not worth that
uuîuch an acre they were niot worth anlything, the security was deemed very
fair. The desired affect was secured. Tite C. P. R. tookç advantage of the
guarantee anti extended both its braiîcli Iiies iii Southeru Manitoba ; tlîe
Manitoba and North-Western Ruilway Coui pany took advantage of tue
assistance aud pushed their rond niorth- west, evein clîngiug Uhc location ta
keep it within the bouridaries of the Province for as lonîg a distance as
possible and s0 securo the aid. The lludson's Bav Railway bas takeni
advantage of the guarantee, and several otiier railway cipaniea contemi-
plate operatians in order that the assistance miay ho availed of by theni.
Thora seemns ta ha a danger of the demianda upon Uie Provincial assistance
becaming so great that the question af rcpealiing the Act mnighit judiciously
ha considereti by the Local Gaveruiment. Ail tiiese Provincial bonds carry
tive per cent. intereat, and as nearly $2,000,000 worth bave a!ready bean
issued, the yearly liahilities of the Province will ho swelied by about
$100,000, which is more tlîan. Mr. Norquay accepted from the Faderai
Government in lieu of ail aur public lands. Lt will ho surprising if the
companies do nat overrench the Goverument in cannection with the trans-
actions, and leave the Province with the liahilities and withaut the
securities, in which avent direct taxation would stare us in the face. Lt
is aufficient, however, ta cry ot whenl we are hurt, and, in the meantime,
wo cannot but feel that present stress bas been greatly relieved by the
operatian of the Act. By means of the assistance afforded by it forty
miles of the Hudson's Bay Railway have beeni built, and if this start is
sufficient earnest of aur confidance ta the Engliwh capitaliats, and induces
them ta advance the balance of the money necessary ta complotte the rond,
we cannot but rejoice. GÂAîcv.


