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dence is moved against a Government on its general policy, are the Irish
members to take up their bats as of ten as any but the Imperial or reserved
questions are touched. Can they vote want of confidence on the Imperial
or reserveci questions witbout overturning the Government on the otbers?
The trutb is that a Dublin Parliament without legislative separation is
impracticable, and equally impracticable is legislative separation without
separation of the nations. The attempt to combine separation with union,
vary the particular method as you will, leads to nothing but absurdity andi
confusion. This fact will confront the contrivers of such sehemnes again in
the autumn, or whenever they may resume their work. Mr. Gladistone, if
his manoeuvre succeecis, will boast that he bias carricci a resolution in favour
of his policy. But a resolution whiehi caninot bo reduced to a practical
form, must come to nothin gintligcutd. Irreparable miscbief, however, bas,
no doubt, been donc, and Irelauci lias hecu madie more difficult to govern
than ever. Nor has the ebaracter of Goveriument been raiseci by ahl
this desperate dodgin g, or that of the Huse of Comimons by the barefaced
coercion wbicb, in Mr. (iladstone's interest, the CJaucus bias applied to
members.

IN the meantimne proofs arc corîstantly comning iii of the correctness of
the opinion xvbich 1 bave steadily uîaintaitied frein theo utsct respcting
the real nature of this Irish question. The political agitation is tbe work
of the political aciventurers and tlîeir confederates iii the United States.
The Irish people gcncrally (1o not care for a Dublin Parliament ; or, if they
do, it is only because thcy are tol(l titat it will give thein the land. With
anything like patriotie unaniiîeity, on the part of Parlinînent, the rebellion,
for that is what it truly is, would bo easily put clown, ani the authority of
the National Government would ho as easily restoreci. The real Irish
difflculty is econornical, and it is of a comnplex kind ; so that no single Act
of Parliamient or single measure of any sort can 4olve it. ibore is a chronic
congestion of population in certain districts arising froin the heedlessness
witb which the people inultiply on a soul incapable of ati'ording thein any
but the most wretched and precarious foodi ; nnd there is at the present
time a depression of the value of agricultural produets causo(i by foreign
competition, wbicb bias rendered a large portion of the landi unable to, bear
a roxît. The case of miany Irish proprictors is practieally that of stock-
boîtIers whose stock fails to pay a divideuti. Unfortunately, the only mode
of actually ascertaiîîing thiat, landc is unable to pay rent is trying a new
tenant, wbich involves the odious andi, wben undertaken on a large scale,
dangerous proce-4s of eviction. It is iu this diretion, hiow1evcr, dtat ie
mincis of statesrnier oughit to lie turneci, an(d that Mr. Gladsgtonc cloes not
turn bis minc in this direction, but fancies that a political renîedy will
cure the disease, proves to ti()who take nîiy view that lio is îîot, as lie
imagines, destinoci by Providence to settie thuî Irisht question.

WTILL Mr. Gladmtone's health anti strength holcl out inuch longer i That
also heconmes a vital question wlîen it is d1eterlîinîci t') postpoîîe the Bill.
Succe8s depeiids euitii'ely o11 the glaîiolir wlîîchi surroulds tis mail, and
which, in the present di4astrotîs <learth of îniineiice, andt eloqitlc, espe-
cially on the Cousorvative side, there is ahsolntely iiotiig to counitorvalil.
The presence of a Canuing or a Poel on tho Oppositioni boucehes would miake
ail the differenco in the WOil(l. Mr. ('latlstoue('s3 vigour is niiarvellous, but
still ho is seveutiy-sevcni, anil though there are few men, I believe, on whomn
responsibility woighs loss, hoe mu8t bo undergoing a considerable strain.
By bis manner during tho clelivery of Sir Henry Janîes's telling speech
ho betrayeci extremne excitement, andi 1 amn tolci that ho dici tho saine during
the delivery of the equally telling speech of Mr. Finlay. If lie were to go, bis
ministry of shreds andi patches coulci hardly exist for an hour, and the hopes
of the Disunionists would collapse. lie it is whoîn the masses follow ; for
Lord Granville, Sir William Harcourt, or Mr. Childers tbey care not a pin.
Nor have they any but the vaguest notions of the Irish question. Hocige,
wbo gave Mr. Gladistone his majorities in the counities, does not know
<autonomy " from cheese.

IN He ineantime, Mr. Gladstoîîe's circular, inviting to a meeting of
the Party those only wbo were in favour of a Parliament at Dublin,
amounts to a final rcading-out of Lortd lartington andi Mr. Chanmberlain,
with the imniediate followors of eacb, andi apparently even of Mr. John
Bright. So far as the Elartingtonians are concerneci, it is not likely that
the schisin will be healeci. Mr. Cbamberlain's position is an awkward mie,
anci it is due to bim to say that, having iii the early stages of the Irish ques-
tion given way to bis demagogic tendencies, hoe bias in the later stages
sbowai botb patriotisin and resolution. Pcrbaps bis virtue has been a
lîttle helpeci by resentment at Mr. Gladstone's somewhat contumelious
treatment of bim, and at Mr. Morley's attempt to supplant hlm. Mr.
Morley's conduct is the more galling to bim, because, politically, it was
he that made Mr. Morley.

If the Party system is to continue (a question which these events have

rendered more doubtful than ever) a readjustment of British parties must
take place. There can hardly fait to be a mutual approximation of the
Moderate Liberals and the Conservatives, even if no formai coalition
should take place. A common desire to upholci the integrity of the
nation, to maintain the right of property, and to avert revolution, is a bond of
union between these sections more important than anything which divides
them from each other. The approximation would be more rapid, and
the cooperation more cordial, if Lord iRandolph Churchill, with bis
nonsense about Tory Democracy and bis intriguing recklessness, could be
got out of the way, and if the Primrose League would cease to play its
pranks and be content with the red rose of Englanci. The substitution of
Lord Hartington as a leader for Lord Salisbury, if it were possible, would
1)0 an immense gain ; but this is not to bc expected at presenit.

Conservatives, Hartingtonians, and Chamberlainians are at this
moment severaliy debating what course they shail adopt in view of Mr.
Cxladstone's change of position. Wisdom would seemi to dictate that if
there is any doubt as to the result of a division, they should treat the act
of the Government as what it really is, the withdrawal of the Bill, and
refrain from dividing. A victory for the Government on a division, how-
ever obtained, and whatever might be its genuine import, would certainly
have a bad effect. It would stimulate the Fenians in the United States,
and set the money fiowing into thoir treasury again. But before this
reaches you the decision will have been taken and the present struggle will
ho at an end.

OXFORD is full of boat races, cricket matches, and gaiety of all kinds.
Indeeci, it seems to me that there is rather too much of gaiety and of levity
in the nation genorally when the country is in such peril. The British
people are certainiy not in a heroic mood, and if disaster comes upon them
their own al)athy will ho the main cause. GOLDWIN SMITH.

Oxford, May 281h, 1886.

BORAOE.-BOOJ< I., ODE 24.
TO VIROIL, ON TIIE DEATH OF QUINCTILIUS.

BLusui fot for tears in ceaseless sorrow shed
For one0 so loveci. Melpomnene, inspire
The dirge low-hreathed, the trembling lyre,

Anci pour frori sacred lips the anthiein of the dead.

Wrapped in the Hleep of death
Quiucetilius lies. Ali when slîall spotless Faith,
And Truth, andl Modesty, and Justice, find
A hieart so pure, so constant, and so kinci

Ho dieci hewailed hy al], but most by thee,
Mv Virgil, wbo Nvith loving piety

Forever dost the gocis implore
Quinctilîns, lent, flot 'given, to restore.
Ah, fruitless prayer! not even thy hallowed tongue,
Sweet as the magic lute by Orpheus strung,
That charmeci the woods, can wake the deaci once more,

Andi tbrough colci phantoin veins the living current pour.

Hermes, lie whose fatal wand
BRelentless leads the shadowy bandi,
Mocks at our vows. What then remains 1
The strength that fate itself disciains;
The soul to Fortune's worst resigned;
ThI' unconquered heart, andi equal minci.

STEPHIEN DE VERB.-The Spectalor.

UNI VERIISTY UONFEDERA N ON.

WE are heartily glad to finci that the question of university confederation
is not deaci, but bias only been sleeping. Why it shoulci even have slept
may seem unaccountable to those who have given any close, unprejudiceci
attention to the subject, especially if they have been much addicteci to theconsideration of university andi educational matters. It is not, however,very difficuit to account for the small amount of friendly interest mani-
fested in the proposaIs for federation Many persons are indifferent,
thinking that no change of any kinci will make much difference in the
actual educational results. A good many are hostile, some fearing that
the denominational universities will be injureci bY being merged in a larger
andi lesa definite system, others fearing that tbey will gain aciditional
strengtb by becoming an integral portion of the national university. Uponthe whole, we think the latter probability the greater We think thereligions universities will distinctly be benefiteci by the union. Unless thisshoulci ho the case, it would bie absurd to ask them to suirrender their


