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CHRIST AND MAN.

A Sermon Preacbed in Zion Church, Montreal, by Rev. A. J. Bray.

1-IEBREIWS xii., 1, 2.-Let us rn with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto
Jesus.

God is the fuiness of ahl substance, of aIl force, and of ail law. He isethe
infinite substance, the absolute force, the etemnal law. He is yet more. He is
the centre of ail substances-their creator and preserver ; the centre of aIl
forces-their beginning and end ; the centre of ail laws-their principle, their
sanction and their majesty. And He hias revealed Himself to us by substance
-as body ; b>' force-as spirit coming into contact with spirit ; by law-as
king, swaying His sceptre to the uttermost fringes of creation. We sec Hirn
without seeing Hirn, just as we sec each other without seeing each other; for
though I can see now but rows of mere bodies before me, 1 know that I arn
looking upon men and women of life and intelligence, with a spirit looking
through eyes and throbbing through lirnbs. Even so do I see the Father and
Mother of all spirits. WVe are sure of His presence, for His light is on ail
things ; we are sure of His affection-it burns deep in our heart. The sun
sometimes gathers clouds to lessen his splendour, but we know the suni is there,
blazing out in the blue vauhts of heaven. So God, in pity for the weakness of
our vision, hias wrapped Himself in clouds ; but we know that He is there-
the founitain of light and of love. He spake unto tbe fatbers by the prophets.
declared Himself unto themn by direct communication, and to the people by
them. In these last days He hias spoken to us by His Son, Jesus Christ. W~e
have felt that aIl things tell us of God ; bird and tree and stream; mountain
range and deep, green valley; silent lake and réstless river, and sweliing waves
of ocean. But the perfect formi of speech bias dropped fromn the lips and iife
and dying of Christ ; in Hin ive bave the brightness of God's glory-the
express image of His person.

The first motive-the first impulse to a true life upon the earth must spring
from a knowledge of God. Not a knowledge of theologies-or the merely
theohogical God, but a knowledge that cornes fromn personai acquaintance and
,contact and communion-a knowhedge that is wisdom, the direct result of a
living and poverful faitb. T/zat we can only get fromn the lips and the life, and
the dying of Christ. Christ is the nexus-the connecting link betiveen man and
the Father God-He is the revelation and the road. The materiai universe-
the universe of intelligence, the universe of rîghteotisness, are manifestations of
Cod, and have Christ for their centre. But Christ hias brought God nigli to
man, lias restored the child to bis Father. The divine side of Christ's work is
mystery to us. There seerns in itan awful sornethîng. When we have declared
the divine Fatherhood, how that in love He created ail, in love blesses aIl, and
mn love will save alh-we are filled îvitb great peace, and a joy that must sing.
But we feel that aIl is not said. Who can say it ? Not I-and not you. Let
us bow before the incompreliensible, sure that it means'love to mankind. But
Christ's work arnong us and for us, we may contemplate, and tahk of,

I want to speak of Christ to-day-Christ and man-not Christ and God.
Not of His relation to the Father, but of His relation to the human race. The
writer of the epîstie says, "l Run with patience, with resohute endurance do mightily
-and suifer mightily-run ever toward the goal of life, that is to say, toward God,"
but, neyer cease hooking at Jesus Christ. And what does hie mean b>' that?
Does hie mean that you are to look to Christ as you toil or fight along the ways
of life, just as a wanderer returning home turnis his eyes toward the land of his
love--or as the bcnighted one keeps bis eye on the light in the window-or as
the ambitious will look to some illustrious exemplar of fortitude and the heroisr
ithat commands success? Yes-that in sorne part. He is indeed the great
leader of life. He takes it at the beginning-guides its first step and its hast;-
leads the march of man to God. And man must have a leader. I have often
-said that when faith is born in you, you have a new lfe-new forces-ncw
powers of vision-new ernotions-you sec God-you sec and feel God. But
from the goal of life you arc a great way. There is a long and difficult course
before you. There are hindrances which your own nature will create, hindrances
which others will create for you, b>' reason of their ignorance or their malice.
The wor'd, the flesh and the dcvii are in the way of life as the marshaled
a-mies, barring the way to God. You sec God, you feel His powver, you hive,
but the goal of ife-the perfect manhood lies far beyond. The first stcp you
take toward it is in pain and weakness, and the conlviction is borne in upon you
that you must have a Icader-some one to inspire by a great exampie and a
word of cheer. I stand up in my helplessness, I long to mun this race and itain
the eternal prize, but who wihI lead me. I appeal to that " cloud of witncsses"-
à$you are crowned herocs-yoti have won the prize, for you have reachcd the
.goal; is there not one amnong you who can corne to the help of me who arn
too ignorant of the way and the war-weak ftorn inward sin and outward circuns-
~stance? Not one?"I No, flot one. The>' look on me-and I mnust look on
Hirn, Jesus Christ. He is the leader in the race of life.

But stay-flot blindl>' and with unreason arn I going to follow. What are
the qualifications of this leader? You are going to propose yourself as my)
.guide ini an exphoring expedition? You arc going to take me up Mont Blanc?
do you know the way? Have you been .there ? Arc you aware of the perils;
My guide on a difficult and dangerous journe>' must have knowledge i You
propose to train me in the arts or science or literature of a country'. My first
question is-do you know the things you would teach ? It is proposed to place
a man at the'head of an armny-he lias to, conduct it through a difficuit campaign
of much marching and much fightinig. Does hie know the country; doés hie
know the art of war? Ignorance of these things means disaster, ruin. Ys-
that is doubtless the first qualification for leadership, knowledgc. There may
be a iofty purpose-a daring courage-a suiblime energ>'-but ail will fail if
knowledge be wanting. Had Christ that qualification, knowlcdge? Not
knowledge of God-we know He had-for He came ftom God, and kncw His
Father's will. He spoke the divine thou.ght in perfect language, which aIl who
had cars to hear might hear; but had Ne knowledge of man, man's weakness
and sin ? Did He know the way of life and ail the hindrances that stood piled
up there ? I turn to histor>' for an answer. For the Gospels. are history-not
a creed.-a set of doctrines-a philosoph>' of religion-or a science of ife-but

a simple, though lumninous chapter of history. It tells of Christ's word and work
among men.

It is customary for us to gauge a.manWs knowledge of men by his conduct
toward them, He professes to be a friend of the fallen and the wretched,
coming forward with philanthropic sgchemes for their rescue; but if you find
hirn tender when hie should be stern, and harsh when hie should be gracious,
you say "lThat man wili flot succeed, hie hias flot sufficient knowledge of the
people hie would help." Now, apply that test to Jesus Christ. He declared
from the first that hie had corne to lead humanity back to its home and its God.
He announced Himself as the Leader, and His cry was IlFollow Me." And I
want you to call to mind how well He knew the men He bad corne to guide,
and how vividly He displayed the qualities needed in a great leader.

If I arn to have a leader in whom I can place confidence, I must be sure
that bie is one with me, that hie can pity my weakness, my want and rny woc.
He must have a fellow feeling, or 1 shall be afraid. He must have a heart that
ivili beat responsive to my heart. He must be greater, wiser, stronger than I
amn; yet possessed of a tender love. I do flot ask for a critic, or a sterfi censor ;
I ask for a guide. Jesus Christ had that tenderness, and hias it now; for He is
the same yesterday, to-day and for ever. He was tender towards ail who knew
their want and sin; it was He who said, "lWhatsoever you shahl do to the least
of these My brethren, you will have done it unto Me," an expression which
introduced Christian fraternity jnto the world, and which stil) enkindies in a
thousand hearts the fire of a holy brotherhood. He was tender toward sinners;
He sat at meat with them, and when doctrinal pride rebuked Hirn, He said, I
ar nfot corne for those *vho are in healtb, but for those wvho are sick." Catching
sight of a publican who, prornpted by a burning desire to see Him, had climbed
up into a tree, He says, IlZacchieus, make haste and corne down, for this day I
must abide in thy house."l A sinful woman approaches Him, and ventures even
to anoint His feet with ointrnent, to the great scandal of a large assernbly; He
reassures hier by that immortal word, Il Her sins, which are many, are forgiven,
because she hias loved rnuch." They bring before Him a wornan taken in
adultery, in order to force front Him a judgment whicb by its very leniency
should compromise Hirn; but He knew hier penitence and their hypocrisy, and
said, Il He that is without sin among you, let him cast the first stone at hier."
He wept over His ungrateful and parricidal country. He washed His disciples'
feet to show that the rneanest duty ivas wortby of the loftiest soul. Even when
dying on the cross in pain of body, anguish of mind, and amid the jeers of
bystanding bigots, He cried on their bebaîf, "lFather, forgive thern, they know
flot wbat they do "; He knew their ignorance and pitied it-He knew their sin
and pardoned it.

But an unvarying tenderness îvould be a great failing in a leader, for man
bias manifold rnoods. There are times when to spare the rod is to spoil the
cbild. Some evils rnust only be met by sternness; they mnust be overthrown
by destructive criticisrn or fierce anatherna; they rnust be burnt out as by fire.
Tenderness toîvard the self-righteous Pharisee would but boister up his pride.
And ail rnen get their Pharisaic mornents-tines when they are self-confident
and nplifted in self-esteern. The true guide to God will smitc them down from
tbat pinnacle, and bid thcmn lie in the dust and confess their sin, Christ was
the truc guide. Self-esteem-whether in a bearded and phylactered Rabbi, or
in His disciple Peter-was rebuiked as an unclean and unholy thing. HF made
war against the fouI spirit, and scorched it with the fierce anger of his pure
soul. H-e sought to lead men up the roughi passes and on to the heights of
holiness. Sornetimes hie spoke themn words of cheer and cornfort, and sorne-
dînes hie goaded them along; but always and ever it was donc in love. By His
sympathy, His undying love, H-e lias become rnan's faithful and truc High
Priest. One with us in aIl things, knowing our infirmity and our sin, His love
makes sacrifice and pleads-an oifering and a prayer acceptable to God on
man's behaîf.

And that is the leader you and I want friends-one who knows the way
and knowvs us and is full of love. Who else bias got that twofold knowledge ?
Not one of those angels who are sent to minister to us. They know flot the
weakness of the flesh and the weariness of the way. And flot one of that Ilcloud
of witnesses."I Each had bis own nature-weaknesses, failings and sins-but
His nature diflered frorn mine-and His way to God was unlike mine. I must
have one who knows, (flot simply humanity, but) me and my way to life eternal.
Jesus Christ is that one. There is flot a doubt that troubles in my mind-not a
weakness of the flesh or of the spirit that hie does flot know and sympathize
with. And there is flot a hindrance in the way-not a temptation of the worhd
or of the devil that He bas not met and conquered.

Aye, met and con quered. Two more essential qualifications suggcsted in a
sentence. Jesus Christ turncd aside from no temptation and'no trial. Obcying
the impulse of the spirit He went into the wilderncss, and there wrestied wit
the devil of sin. Through the fieshly avenues the fierce tempbtation came;
rising higher, it assailed hirs tbrough ambition-failing there-the attack w88
directed at the ver>' citadel of His holiness-His trust in God the Father. The
shame of popular contempt was His ; the danger of popular favour beset Hlm
also, but He conquered; sublimel>' triumphed ovcr aIl, and is set down at: the
rigbt band of the majesty on high. The light of victor>' is on His brow-tie
conqucriflg sword is in His hand, and He marches over a conquered field-the
Captain of our salvation.

Now I corne to a great question. The starting point was lifé-the soul's
motion toward God-toward a revealed God. The first movement of that life
tells of the ileed for a leader. Christ offers Himself. He says He has perfect
knowledgc of me and of the way. He hias surmounted ever>' obstacle, and a
thousand more than I can meet. He hias gloriously conquered. He hias
sounded the deeps of suffering and lives; He hias trodden the winepress alone
and triumphed. He says : "lFollow me, and I will gîve unto you eternal hife,
and no man shahl pluck you out of My hand." While the words are yet
sounding in my cars, I look upon this Man and say, IlGreat Captain, true and
mighty leader, WHO art thou ? tell me thy nature and thy narne-" I have seen
the outer life of Christ, and I long now 1to cont'emplate the inner. This Epistie
satisfles rny want. It tells me that jesus Christ, this leader in the race of l;fc,
is the beginning of ail things ; He is the Alpha of the universe, At His word
chaos melted into order, and light mantled ail with beaut>'. The mounitains,
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