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The opening of the Library on May i8th, wasmnerely[ a formai opening, ta show the public whatprogress had been made since Colonel Dan4ville taokthe initiative in obtaining a collection of books. Theinoney which had been contributed fromn abroad andother contributions obtained in the city was expendedin the purchase of books, laýgely of fiction for th£,circulating department. These books and the others;that had been cantributed were neatly arranged onshelving in, twa raoms in the Market builning frontingon Charlotte street, and made quite a respectable>shawing. In aIl there were about 2 ooo book<s, andfor so sinall a number the selection was admirable.No department was complete, but there were books anevery subject ta suit alh tastes.The Commission=r appointed by the Council metand arganîzed inmem'diately after their appontmnent,and took charge of the~ Library on June i. Pendingthe transfer fromn the Trustees ta. the Commission, butafter the passage of the act, Miss Martin had beenappainted librarian and wras on duty on May i8, whenthe Library doors were first opened. A catalogue ofof the books under the control of the commission wasmade and on june 13 1883, the first books were issuedin the circulating department.
A ladies Library committee had been formed ofwhich Mrs. Tuck, alsola commissioner, was president.Prior ta the organization -of the Commission, theladies undertook ta raise sufficient rnoney ta paythe librarian, which they continued ta do until thecommittee disbanded in 1889. These ladies did alarge amaunt of work and were successful in obtainingmuch maney for the purposes of the library. Had itflot been for the wark these ladies did, it would nothave been possible ta have made many additions to,


