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jBETTER MUNICIPAL UNION' NEEDED

R E 'CENT conventions ot the Union ef Caniadian Munici-
palities have been failures. Reerganization ot the. uniop

is proposed, but it is hopeless te expect te bring together
enough delegates te make the meetings really representa.
tive, because the. number of subjects of comnion interest te
miunicipalities throughout Canada is smiall. Nevertheles±'
there are questions ef this kind, for action on which some
kind of a municipal meeting is desirabie. In an inter-
view a tew days ago with a Münetary Timoes representative,
Mayor W. D. L. Hardie of Lethbridge, who was one of the
western delegates at the 1919 convention, said:

"For the past severai years there has been a rather peor
attendance at the annuai convention et the Unien ot Cana-
dian MunicipaIities. When the. convention is in the east
there is a very peor representation freni tihe west, and wben
it is held in the west there is a very poor attendance frein the
east. This wouid indicate that the. extreme east and 'vest ot
Cainada are tee far apart te get even a fair attendance at
a reasenably central1 peint in an Ontarie city. At the last
conventien in Kingsten there were only three western city
representatives. If it had net been for the Liberal conven-
tion in Ottawa juat a few days betore there would have
been tewer froni the. west, and at ieast eue ether city that
'vas repreaented weuld net have been, if it had net been
for the. exceptional circuistance. I refer te inyseit and
my own clty.

"This convention should really be the cities' parliament
and each city shouid b. represouted, but the. les. ef time
te the. menibers froin the distant points sud the cost et
travel, which is g.tting 'verse each year, makes attendance
nt auy et the extreme peints prohibitive. Western niembers
aise flud that when the convention in in the esat the casternh
niembers teel thenelves se busy that they rush through aud
bik. off home betor. the convention la hait through. Theso
meml>ers (Io net stop te think that oe night's journey has
loit tiien really ne dayttme, whlle western members have
te give up frein five- te six whiol. day. ini travel alone, net te
mention the. turne at the convention.

"Witii this rush there seemas te be very 11W.l accom-
pllshed wverth whlle te offset the. vary large expanse. Iu
ta.t nothlng ot benefit te the. iies bas iiappened or r.sultad
at any one ef the. lait sêveral conventions. Western citias
have practicslly dclded te drop out altogether unleis some.
alteraitien i. made in the. constitution. They have ha.»
trylug nt the. lInt tiir.e conventions for aniendinents whi.h
'ver. ailwaysaisde-tracked by refaring thein te tihe iucomling
executive. Tii... live se far spart that they neyer get te-
gzether long .uough te do anything recommended, se that w.
bave practically the. sanie old constitution whlch ia destroy-
lnir the. association and its usefuluess. Unlegs goethlng in
dons thora 'viii be aven fewer western cities repreuunted at
the. next convention than 'vare at the Kingston one.

"There le net likly te ho niueh done becauge there la a
feling in the eut ta it 'viii b. better te sacrifice menibers
ia the. west than make thumncesos as erol
one-flfth of thei. ncone was darived frein th~e uit and

espeoially one 1eadIig exe.utive thought it better to get a
bise iumberuhip frotn the. oet than te try te get an increase
frem the 'vest b>' concessions te the. 'vet b>' ainendmnents
to the constitution. Ag it stands now the institution that
aliould beof et. grenteut benefit te the. cit>' in practicailly
4usd, aud It laç ver>' likel>' that, if nothing lai done uo te

hroi the-, differenees, the. western cities 'viii have te
poetthemusiven by orgranizihig a union et western
Cncin munilainalities. Betii the. tact that the. Union of

wiiliSi or Wvinnip
It bas retied( it so

watt put forth that purel>'

a business eue, attended b>' representatives ef provincial
unions rather tha> of indîviduai inunicipalities. Two or
tiiree deiegates could be sent by eacii province, armed with
such mandates as would b. eonsidered advisabie, nnd someo
results miight b. expacted trom a meeting et tus kind.
The provincial conventions ceuid thtn be devoted te a 'vider
range et iubjects, inciuding those of peculiar intereat to
the respective provinces, and every municipaiity, however
snmait, by being represented at the pro-vincial convention,
could influence the. Union et Canadian Municipalities. An,,
division as between east and west is net desirable, and
tiiough enstern and western c2onventions wouid no doubt be
better attended than the Dominion oe, yet the. range et
subjects wiiich could be deait with would scarcely bc larger.

RECENT LABOR DEVELOPMENTS

T IIREE recent avents in the induatrial field in the. United
States have been watched with interast by Canadiaus

because et thair indirect importance te this country. Tii.
first was the industriai contarence hald early in October;
this conterence was siniilsr iu tom te thnt held in Ottawa
t» Aug-ust, but the resuita 'vere widely different. The.
Canadian centereuce agreed on a few questions et lasser
importance, but side-trackad the. crucial issues. The United
States conference attempted te decide thein, but the eight-
heur day provad te ha a barrier whicii ftnally aplit tue
conference, the labor delegates witiidrawiug entireiy.

The. second avent 'vas the. great strike et ceal miner.
'vie damauded a tiiirty-hour week sud an increase ef sixty
per cent. lu 'vagea. Thia strike is now ever, aftr haviLng
been deciarad illegal b>' the. tederal governmant. Substantial
advauces had already beau grauted the minera ince 1914;
and the. tact that if the. demnande 'ver. te ha granted the.
price et coal weuid be very n.srly doubled, deftniteiy,
allanated public aympathy. CeaI ia a commodity consumred
by ail classes, aud the. intimate relation between the 'vage
scale sud the. coit et living in tuas case 'vas 'vidai>' appru-
ctated. Tiie itrukaet ofteel workera, which immediatel>'
pr.cedad the. ceaI strike, did net arouse uearly se 'vide inter-_
est, because its affecta on thie average citizen 'vere net se
apparent.

Tii. third avent la the. international laber cenference,
provlded for in the. pence traaty, 'vhich 'vas callad at the.
instance et the. United States geverniment. Tiie Canadian
goverruient, Canadian lahor anj Canadian employer. are
rapraseuted at thia couterence. liera agalu the. eight-hour,
day 'vas again the. chief issue, but aiter toean discussion the.
torty-aight-bour 'veek 'vas agread upon as a sultable stan-
dard, whiere practicable, the, distribution ot tii.,. heurs being
ift t o tudividual industries or firmia The tact that 'vage
and otiier conditions et industry teok a secoudar>' place
'vould ludicata that tua importance et houri et Isiior in de-
tarmning the. volum, ef production la fuily r.cognla.d, sud
that 'vages muet ultiatel>' depend upon tue ainount producad
b>' each worker.

The. attention ef tue industrial woend bas tharatore be.»i
turuad te'varda th~e United States during the. pait t.'v
'veau. Pravieus te tuat it 'vis dlraot.d to'vards the great
rail'vsy strilie iu Great Britain, sud it la not long sice
tue Winnipeg genaral atrike placad Canada texnporarily in
the. llm.llit. The effeet et thla faaturing of industnial
disputes la that certain tundamnental truths hava, b>' a vait
proees et education, beau driven home te citizen. in ail
industrial ceuntrias, suid tue contreveray haas narro'v.d dowu
te questions ot datai). The. revolutionar>' la eut et tavor
for soe time te corne. It la oniy s fw nionths since a1
radical opinion 'vas the. onI>' sata oe te express; but the.
dises.. pr.vld.d' its ovu cure, for the. radical theoriast, con-
taininug ne sound constructive alaunent, felu down lu propor-
tion as tha>$ approachad realization.

Lande te tue extaut et 701,543 acres, betouging te the.
tati F. A Heisze, bava reverted te the British Columibia
governuient. Fifty-ftve theusand dollars 'vas due in taxes,
and tue lande 'vere net rede.uned at the. 1918 tax gale.
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