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i;rnght about 6o men of the ioth foct. With these men, three troops
of the military train, and 6o men of the Sikh cavalry hie followed Up the
cneniy with remarkable success.

Unquestionably something mnight be done towards training miounted
iiîfantry in peace times. nhe men night be selected and encouraged to
1.erfect themselves in horsemianship, transport ponies being occasionally

iaced at the disposai of regiments for this purpose; but it should neyer
h)e carried to such an extent as at any timie to interfere with the men's
training as foot soldiers, because, especially in these days of short service,

1 t wvill take-men the best part of their time to efficiently master their dis-
inounted duties, and until they can shoot weIl, and are otherwise tho-
rouighiy trained as infantry soldiers, they should flot be drafted into the
nounted branch. We ail know that to prosecute war successfully mloney

niust necessarily be spent with a lavish hand, and mounted infantry is
()ne of the channels into which it shoÙld freely flow. And, after ail said
and done, the equipping and mounting of a few hundred mien on ponies
would be a mere drop in the ocean as compared with the general ex-
penses of a war. Indeed, niounted infantry is one of the few items of ex-
p)enditure which %vould reaily give a tangible retuin. In addition to the
tactical advantages of such a body in the field, which 1 shall endeavor to
shiow hereafter, the relief to the cavalry would be immense, and would
tindoubtedly largely diminishi casualties in horseflesh. Horses,-it should
ic remembered, somnetimes cannot be repîaced during a camipaign for love
or money, whereas ponies can nearly always be obtained, and are far
miore easily broken in and trained. Besides, mountec i nfantry could
tcrtainly be equipped and niounted for one-third of the expense incurred
in miounting and equipping cavalry.

Thie duties of niounted infantry would be to aid the infantry both
on the line of march and in action, and to relieve the cavalry horses of
inany of those harassing duties which wouid he feit so niuch less by the
hiardy ponies of the country. The ponies for the most part shouid be
1>rchased in the country in wvhich the armny was operating; and thus a
very useful body of mounted nmen might be put into the field at a com-
î,aratively srnall outlay, and at very short notice, for the p)erformance of
dîtties which, although usually undertaken by cavalry, would be better
1 erformied by mounted infantry, while a large portion of the cavalry itself
%wo(uid bc set free to carry on its more important and legitimate duties.
1 shall now proceed to discuss, in detail, the organisation, equipment,
training, and duties of mounted infantry.

Each infantry regiment in the force should contribute fifty picked
Men, who should include the usual proportion of non-comimissioned ofi-
Ccrs, for the formation of a mounted corps. 1 would flot confine this to
European regiments only, but draw men from native -reginents, ernbody-
in- the races in separate corps, and calling them "Mounted British In-
fantry," and tNiiounted Native Infantry." Thus, for example, if the ist
arniy corps, recentiy warned for service in Afghanistan, had been miobil-
ised, the mounted infantry under this s-heme would have consisted of
6oo miounted British infantry and 500 mounted native infantry--a nmost
%-luable addition to an army corps. The men should be specially se-
iected for these corps; they miust be intelligent, light, and active men,
good shots, and good riders. Ail these qualifications cannot be expected
in every man, but they should approach as near to this standard of ex-
celiency as possible. The officers shouid also be selected on the sanie
grounds, and miight bc drawn from ail branches of the service, but as a
rude infantry officers would, probably, be best fitted for these corps. To
every fifty men there should be at least one oficer, besides the corn-
inanding officer and the staff. A few well-trained sappers would be an
invaluable addition to mounted infantry and an engineer officer might
%vith advantage be attached to each corps.

Th'le equipnment sliould be as light as is compatible with efficiency.
No particular change in the ordinary dress of an intantrymian would be
necessary, except that for these mounted duties hie should bc supplied
%vith putties or leg bandages, and short-shanked hunting spurs. *A
iinket for the horse shouid be neatly folded, and placed under the sad-

diec; the man's blanket shouid be spread over the saddle, and secured
%withi a surcingle; the great coat should be strapped to the cantle, and
W~aterproof over the wallets; the saddie, not heavier than i 21bs., should
1)e fitted with saddle-bags and holsters, the former suspended froni l)'s
hy straps, being removable at pleastire. In one of the hoîster pockets
sh1otld bc a revolver, and in the other thirty rounds of bail amimunition
fin the rifle. The mnan should carry fortypiore hiniself. In one saddle
big should be stowed one flannel shirt, 'one *pair of flannel drawers, one
l'air of socks, one p)air of boots. In the other, one day's cooked rations
'1nti 3]bs. of grain for the pony! Ini countries where water is scarce, like
A\fghanistan or the Soudan, each pony should carry helow the girths a
c1hizýaa of prepared kid's skîn for holding water. In fact, ail mounted
Othicers and men of every 1ranch of the service should, under these cir-
(listances, bc provided with thienm. The importance of havîng a smiall
tlplly of cool, ftesh %vater cannot be over-estimated; indeed, on more

1bimn one occasion it has been the means of saving valuable lives. A

pony's ckhagat should be made to carry two or three quarts, a horse's a
galion, which wouid respectively weîgh about 5 and 9 lbs. when fuil.
TIhis additional weight wouId be more than compensated for by having a
supply of good water for man and beast. Water* carried in a ck/ùiga/,
owing to constant evaporation, is always remarkably co4j. The hotter
and drier the clirnate the cooler the water.

I)etail of equipment with weights: st.
The nn........................... 10
Rifle and amnîunition (7o rounds) ......... i
,Iwo blankets ......................... o0
Greatcoat ......... ................... o0
Waterproof sheet ....................... o
Saddle, bridle and wallets ................ i
Saddle bags, waterproof-canvas ............ o
Rations for man ....................... o
Grain for pony ........................ o
Picket rope, &c ........................ o
Miscellaneous smail articles............... o

TIotal ................. 1

lb.

7
4*

7
6
3;
o

3,
3
3
2
4

*0

Ail non-commissioned officers should be furnishied with waLches,
binoculars, and compasses.

This weight compares very faviora-bly with the weight carried by
cavalry, which is seldoni urder 18, and often over 20 stone. W~eli-
selected ponies varying fromn 13-1 to 14 hands shouid be abie to carry
the maximum weight of 15 stone with ease. Under somne circumistances
the weight might be greatly reduced; for examiple, in a raid, blankets,
greatcoat, part of the amniunitionr, &c., rnight be ieft behind.

A spare pony to every 150, fitted with a cradie, should carry in-
trenching tools, and the regimental reserve of ammunition (30 rounds
per man) should be carried on pack ponies, while the field reserve Should
as usual be in charge of the artillery.

(To be Goniiuied.)

lin. Ozs.
* MIartini-Henry... .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 9 o
Long i)ayollet.................................. i o
70 rounds of animutnition. ........................ 7 0/
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Correspondence.
The Editor desires it di.,isnctly understoo thit he does flot hold hinsti responsilIe for the opinbio,,,s

expressed by correspondents.

To the Edlitor- of the C'anaiian ýIfilitia Gazette.
1)EAR SIR,-Ifl the sixtlh paragraph of your issue of the 27th tit. you inake a

statenment that niiitianien have been conibining to hoid political meetings in the west,
b>ut you (Ioflot specify where, ani consequently soute cvii intentioneti persons have
api>iieil your strictures to the 11citizens' meeting'field ini Toronto. on the 251h Ufl., to
discuss volunîcers' righîts.

I think, froisi the first yoti have heen inislel andi unconcious~y a'iowetd yourseif tu
be made a tool of by those on both sies of politics, who wish to -let the niatter lie
until after the elections," andi who woid ihen let it go again until the next efcions.
And you arfe attelmpting t0 accordto the niiiiitianien, as iiiilitiamien, ev-en Iess freedoni
or discussion than is allowed in the Iniperiai service to regtiiars, anid aiso, tlouitiess un-
thinkingly, you are iending yourscif to the attenipt to deprive a citizen of his righis of
discussion because hie happens tb heiong to the volunteers.

WVhen the Toronto meeting wvas annotinced caliing upon "citizenls interested alla
ex.voitisieers," the lxiiicians went iati, and the tearing of fi-ir wvas wonderfül.
Telegrains ent flying rroiii Toronto tb Ottawa, anti vice-versa, and ti he îboiters ihat
h)e" entreated to sonehow or other to stol) k, and bring it under the Queen's Regula-
tions, ani cail il a "voluiiteers' politicalii meetinig," instead of a meeting or citizcns as il
was; even your powerful aid wvas apparenuiy, invok'ed, judging froniyour issue of the
27th tit., anti everythi'ig was (forne ihat couid be dfonie to Put the m;jetiiý,r in aai/e
/j,h1. At the meeting it.seif 1 was caiied ulpon 10 speak, aniditegan 1», saying that 1
was there oil/y as a iien excercising miy.civi riglits, and 1 re:,ieswed the attenmpts as

nitioneti ahove andi then went on Io criticise your article Of 27th it. anti to show
ihat youi were not aitogeiher right ani that even if the volunteers liait chosen tu meet
anti discuss the necess-ary reformis they certainiy had equai rights as c<)nce(ied tu the
arîny andi navy i>y the Imiperiai authtrities.

Up Io ibis lime the Globe party lhaitiheen jubilant, but when il wvas found that
oniy two speakers out of seven itelongedti 1 the iiitia andi that they oni>' spoke as
citizens to citizens it Was caiied a "ize"anti the 200 mlen Piresclit were "3 Young
mien in the front hecnches.*"

1 heg 10 differ entireiy froiiî what 1 undersianti as yotur opinion, anti1I wouid say-
to every iiitiamian in Canada: Now is pour lime. "As a Citiz:n" you have a vote
and certain rights, (Ioflot he i natozi hb eing afraid to use thenm. Let itl'be
known that "as a citizen*' >oti insist i upn the voitinteetr niiiitia, in wshich ytu take s)
niuch interest, being îropcriy trented. Go tb politicai meetings "as a citizen." Ask
the candidates ieading qluestions on the mnilitia subjeci, and if possible gel roni t1icin
a 1pedge that in future the iiiiiia shall be properiy treated.

And, inaiiy, rallher give tif your standing as a volunteer than your rights as a-
citizeni.

Toronto, ist February, 1887.
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