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to expect that even whien given. in relat±%,:Iy sniall. and harmless
doses they mighit be capable of exerting some restricting influ-
ence on1 t-he multiplication of bacteria in the mucous membrane
and contents of the bow.el, N-vhethier specifie or otherwise. That
sucli is actually effected in respect to the various putrefactive
organisnis whichi, as a mnatter of fact,, are generally more resist-
ant than the pathogyenie species to tie action of antiseptic agents,
is obviouis from thie rnarlced diminution-. in the fetor of thie stools
wNhich is usually soon apparent as the resuit of thieir administra-
tion. Furtlher, recog-nizing; as we do,, the extent to wvhich the
vital -'ctivities of niicro-organismis are influenced by verY slight
chianges in thieir enviro.nment, it is surely not too much to assurne
that, as the result of the presence -of even very minute quantities
of an antiseptic, typhoid bacilli present in the intestinal n3uce.s
ai-d at a son3ewhat later stage in the blooci and tissues mlic V
be so influenced as to 1)e rendered in sonie degree less cap-
able of elaborating their particular toxin than would be the case
were thie fluids in whichi they were living fi-ce fromn any trace of
sucli substance. That thie vrirulence of a iiicro-org-anism could
be artificially reduceci by -acding a snmall quantity of -an antiseptic
to the culture medium wvas clearly established b)y Pasteur,, who
for a timie was in the habit of utilizing this niethod exclus-ively
for attenuating, cultures of the bacillus anthracis in bthe prepara-
tion of his anthirax vaccine. Thiat flc blood rnay actually be-
corne impi-egrnated with the antiseptie is proved by its appearance
in the urine, as in the case of carboliç acici, urotropin, andi otieî-s,
and the fact that certain volatile oils, such as cinnamon an'd
elica1yptus, which are known to possess antiseptic prope-ties,. miay
be readily detecteci in the breath ai-d in the exhalations frîomi the
skin as a resuit of thieiî- continuiec liter-nal administration is
addîtional evidence to the sanie effect.

That the antiseptic rnethod, thioughi frequently misunidei-stood,
is foundeci on a scientific basis is undeniable. This wvas ior
ously niaitained bv Dr. I. Bur-ney Yeo, whio lias done so rnuch
to popularize its eniploymient. WTe do nlot give antisepties in the
belief tliat they ai-e comipetent eitheî- to play the gerni of typhioid -

f eveî- or t<) neutralize its toxini, but in thie confident anticipation
that they will exert a rest-ining- influence on the propagation of
the specific bacillus and its congenei-s and on the variouis putre-
factive organismis whichi are associated withi it in the alimnentary
canal. Moi-eover,, even if antiseptic remedies are incomipetent
to exercise any inhiibitory influence on the multiplication of
bacilli wvhich lhave already passed into the circulation and have
been conveyed to distant oî-gans, we are prepa-ec to believe thiat


