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“out of the Catholic Church ; and this furnishes them
“with supernatural authority, making them be believed
no longer with a human, but with a divine faith. The
- one-makes them credible, the other infallible ; the one
" true, the other certain.
" .. But the surest proof that the first character per-
“yades the gospel history is, the appeal made by the
.wrriters themselves to the usual grounds of:eredibility.
“These are of two classes. St. John,claims the rights
of the first,—that of an eye and ear witness. * That
which was from the beginning, which we bave heard,
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have
looked upon, #ad cur lands have handled, of the
"Word of Life; (for the Life wasmanifestéd, and we
have seen, and do bear witaess, and declare unto you
the Life eternal, which was with the Father, and
bath appeared to us,) that which we have seen and
have heard, we declare unto you.”—1 Jobn i. 1.
Again, of the mysterious flow of blood and water
from Christ’s side. ¢ And le that saw it hath given
tastimony ; and his testimony is true.”—John xix. 33.
And at the close of the gospel : ¢ This is the disciple
that giveth testimony of these things, and hath writ-
ten these things.”’—Jobn xxi. 24. St Luke contents
‘himself with being evidence of the second class, as
the accurate recorder of events careflully collected
" from first witnesses. ¢ Forasmuch as many have
taken in hand, to set forth in order a narraiion of the
things which have been accomplished among us, ac-
~wording as they have delivercd them unto us, who
Jrom the beginning were eye-wilnesses, and min-
ssters of the word; it scemed good to me also, Aav-
sng diligently attained lo dll things from the
beginning, to write to thee in order, most exccllent
Theophilus.”—TLuke i. 1-3.

And, in fact, if we diligently peruse the gospels,
we shall perhaps be sweprised to find, how [ew events
are recorded, of which the knowledge could not have
come f{rom human testimony. ‘Lhe prayer in the

. garden, which was unwitnessed by man, and the first
moments of the Resnrrection, perhaps form the only
exceptions ; but they can, and may, be supposed to
bave been communicated by Him, whose testimony
infinitely transcends that of man.

We may seem fo have made a long digression, or
to have taken a circuitous path to our purpose, It
is indeed so.  But we have gained these two points:
first, that the chain of evidence, whereby the great
christian system is mainly sustained, must he unex-
ceplionable as to strength, decision, and completeness,
without a flaw or imperfection ; and secondly, that
the divine inspiration confirms and sanctions the
solidity and fitness of every link.  Hence arises the

" high position of evangelist in the order of saints. St.
John is styled the ¢ Evangelist,”” in preference to
% the Apostle,” because the first title is a distinctive
.beyond the second. And no small portion of the
Apostles’ glory consists in their having being chosen
wilnesses of our Blessed TLord’s actions, to manifest
them to the world ; whenee St. Paul hesitates not to

" say, that we are of God's household, because we are

¢ built upon the foundation” (that i, the testimony)

ol the Apostles and propliets.”—Iiphes. ii. 20,

But whatever may have becn the importance of
the facts or events to which they were called to be
wilnesses, there was one of more importarce than

» . them all, one which is the very ground-work of the
christian dispensation, without the certainty of which
the entice system falls to pieces. Thisis the mystery
of the Incarnation, as accomplished upon earth. To
this God willed that there should be only one witness;
of all its holiest details one sole evidence., % 1In the
mouth of two or three witnesses every word may
stand”—DMalt. xviii. 16.—exeept the Word of words,
the Incarnate Word. This must stand attested to

- the world for ever by only one witness~—and that
was Mary the ever blessed.  Who could tell that
Gabriel came from heaven, and brought her, {rom the
Eternal Father, message? “Who, that she was
alarmed at his greeting? Who, that she hesitated
toaceept the proposed prerogative of a divine mater-
nity at its imagined price ?  Who, that he manifested
the fulness of the gift, and the wmiraculous agency by
which it had to be accomplished ? Who, her virginal
consent, and its concurrent eflect, the Mystery of life,
the Lianuel in existence, a God-man in being? Only

sshe, the chosen, exclusive partaker on earth, of the
most hidden counsels of the Ahnighty.

Now, first take away her coutribution to the gos-
pel testimony, efface hertestimony {o christianity, and
~you find not simply a link broken, but the very fast-
ening of the whole chain wanting ; not merely a gap,
or a break, made in the structure, but the foundation
gone. Inthe laws of belicf on testimony, what
eisewhere appears unnatural is true. Tf you want to
make a structure look unsafe, you represent it as n
-pyramid resting on its point.. Yet where the number
of believers increases at each generation, from the
first source of evidence, it is clear that a diagram
representing this fact, and the unity of derivation of
-the. truth believed, wouald present this very form.
Now here the belief in the wonders wrouglht in the
Incarnation, of ages and of the world, rests upon
one point of testimony, & unit, a single voice—that of
‘the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Again we say, cancel her- testimony, and what be-
comes of all other witnesses 2 Had she not let out
the secrets of her breast, or in higher truth, had not
God?s Spirit moved her, as He moved the Evangelists,
not to callect indeed, but to scalter, not to enquire but
to teach’; had IHe not thus made her the Evangelist of-
the Evangelists, and the Apostle to Apostles ; had not
‘that same divine influence, whicl overcame her first
reluctance of purity, prevailed over her second unwil-
lingness, from humility, (of which we shall treat
luter;) and compelled her to speak ; the whole tale of
love, which fills the holiest of histories, would have
‘wanted, not only its tenderest and most aflectiug be-
ginuing, but the very root from which its loveliness
‘and beanty spring, to circitlate through it all.  We
should have read with wonder the account of miracles

_ -most ‘amazing, and discourses most admirable, and

i

virtues most diviue ; but it would have’ been difficult
for us to separate, in our minds,.this;narralive from
what we aliribute to prophéts, and: patriarchs, had not
the clear, and most sweet, and consoling record of our
Lurd’s appearance on earth been preserved for us, s0
as fotally to segregate Him from the very highest or-
ders of foliness, and make. Him, even here, ¢ higher
than the heavens.””  And let it be remarked too, that
even the principal circumstances of onr Saviour’s
Nativity and early life rest exclusively.upon the same-
evidence. When St. Luke collected his namrative
from those who had been witnesses from the begin-
ning, Joseph was long departed, and so were Zachary
and Elizabeth, as well as Simeon and Anua. She
only who laid up all that happened in her mother’s
heart, survived, witness of the journey to Bethlehem,
and of the flight into Egypt, of the angelic messages
which accompanied these events, and of the presenta-
tion in the tempie. Who else had retained in memory
the words so admirable, and so important to us, of
Elizabeth and of Zachary ; above all, that canticle of

evening hymn, the Mugnificat ? It is a treasury, the
mother’s bosom, at ouce capacious and retentive, in
which can be secured words and deeds that have
passed from every other mind. And so when, a_iler
forty years, the early life of our Redeemer is enquired
into, there rernains oue faithful and most loving wit-
ness, to give prouofl of what eunobled, ratified, and
stamped with divine evidence, every aciion and every
word ol His after life. Mary alone supplied the testi-
mony to His miraculous conception wid birth, and to
the fulfilment of the prophecivs in her pure virginal
being.

But we may go further.  So completely had these
wonderful occurrences been concealed, so well had
¢“the secrut of the King been hidden,® that when our
Lord eame belore the public, its uncontradicted opi-
nion pronounced Him to be Joseph’s son, ¢ being, as
it was supposed, the son of Joseph.”” And the peo-
ple hesitited not to say in His own very country, *Is
not this the carpenter’sson 2 Is not his mother called
Mary ? and his brethren James, aud Joseph, and Si-
won, and Jude; and his sisters are they uot all with
us?”?  And again they said, “[Is not this Jesuvs the
son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know ?—
How then, saith he, 1 came dowu from heaven?”—
Here were valitl elements of human evidence, a strong
foundation for historical assenion. Had any cne gone
into the very country and neighborhood where Jesus
had lived, 10 enquire into His early history, he would
have found concurreat testimony thut He was ¢the
carpenter’s son.”  The espousals of Mury with him,
would have been quoted, as well as their enrvlment
in Augustus’s censns. Public repute,—that is, the
testimony of thonsands, micht have been powerfully
alleged.  And against all its authority what have we
tooppose 2 The simple assertion of Mary. So high,
so sacred, so undoubted is her word, thatto the Christ-
ians of all ages it has sufficed to counterbalance every
other source of information. Surely then, her place
is the very first in the order of Gospel evidences, and
so in the economy of faith,

Let us again consider, what gives her this position.
When an apologist, as writers on the evidences are
most uubecomingly called, wishes 1o establish the
claims of the evangelists to. our credit, autecedent to
the proof of inspiration, he justly insists upon what
they did and sulfered, to demonstrate their sincerity.
We are most rightly shown, how every interest was
surrendered, every dearest aflection sacrificed, pros-
pects, comfort, hone, friends, family ; how every suf-
fering was incurred, every bardship courted, from the
discomfort of an uncertain iife, to the extremity of cer-
tain death ; and who, it is powerlully asked, would
act thus without firm conviction, and on behalf of any-
thing but truth? And farther appeal is justly made
to the wonders which they themselves wronght, and
the supernatural gifts which they displayed, in attesta-
tion of their truthfulness; Now, allthis being most
irue, let us see how it influences our idea of the cha-
racter of God’s blessed Mother. Long before the
three first gospels were Wwritlen, very loug before the
last of them was penned, the Apostles had given their
testimony, to the whote world, ¢their sound had
gone forth into all the earth, and their words unto
the end of the world.”—Ps. xviil, 5. Some of them
had even sealed their doctiine with their blood. And
there may have been some who, like Thomas in [ndia,
or Bartholomew in Armenia, uever used the written
word, to teach christinnity.  Aud no doubt eack of
them spoke asa witness of the Resurrection, and other
miracles.  But they were just as ready to die for the
truth of rauch which they had not seen ; for the cer-
tainty of the virginal conception of Mary, and the
marvels of the Nativity., They indeed had divive
internal ennviction of all these facts ; but they preach-
el them to the Heatheu and Jewish world, as wit-
nesses.  They would celaim therefore the same credit
and authority, for what they taught on Mary’s testi-
mony, as for what they had witnessed with their own
gyes.. And il any one asked them what motives ol
credibility they could give for her witnessing, they
weuld indeed necessarily be of a nature totally ditler-
ent from any other.  To her were granted no miracu-
lous power, nv supernatural gifts, ‘o her was not
accorded the rougher evidence of apostolic trial and
suffering.  No prison, no rack, no swurd, save that of
grief, is her appointed lot.  How could it have been
otherwise?  She lives in quiet ; she dies in peace.
What then was the corroburation of her testimony,
which an apustle would allege? Her spotiess inno-
cence, her heroic fortitude, her unfailing sweetness,
lier peerless holiness; in oue word her maichless
virtne.  But further, her participation in all the evi-
dences of her Son’s mission. Every prophecy which
He uttered, every heavenly doctrine which he
preached, every miracle which he wrought, every
grace which he displayed, was witnessing to her,.
every time he called her His mother. Whatever
proved to the world who He. was, showed it equally
what she was, Every work which demonstrated Him
10 be the Sont of Gad, proved her itrefragably to be the
Mother of Gad. ¢ Beatus venter qui te portavit, et
ubera- quie suxisti®—Lunke xi. 27—was the natural
expression of feeling regarding both., It was a con-
tradiction of teason, and a-blusphemy against God, to
suppose that she was noi woithy of her high dignity,
her awl(ul relationship, or rather her appointed office,
in the scheme of man’s Redemption. '

Such was the ground of eredivility accorded to her
testimony ; one supcrior far to. what was given o any
of the Apostles. Letusthen imagive the ¢ glorious
choir’ ot these holy men, about to spread over thie
whole earth to preach the Gospel, and collecting to-
gether the great facts, which they must proclaim, as

the basis of their doctrine, -and 1o which they must

dearest interest to the Church for ever, her unfailing’

‘béar witness, even by the shedding of their blood.—

There isas yet no.written word of the New Law ; and
this is-therefore the very first source of universal teach-
ing. . Each.-one comes lo pour into the common foun-
tdin his jealously-guarded store; thence to well forth,
and flow unfailingly, asthe stream of tradition thro’
1he Church—the life-bearing river of - the eartlily pa-
radise. . Some bring less, and some more ; wliilethose
who have been born afler time, into the faith, receive
almost with jealousy what into their. eager ears, by
the more favered ones, is poured. John and his bro-
ther and Peter atiest the anticipation of celestial glory
on Thabor. The first of these alone can recount, while
‘others hang down their heads and blush, what took
place on Calvary, and cn its rood; and 1he last bears
witness against ihimself, of his. triple. denial in the
high priest’s hall. "Nicodemus has a hidden treasure,
which he brings out, in the mysterious conference
that he held with Jesus; and Magdalen may be the
only one to tell the history of lier forgiveness. But
when each one has contributed his all, miracles, and
paritbles, and gacious words, and wisest discourse,
and splendid acts, they have but furnished materials
for a history of three years of a lile of three-and-thirty.
Where do the remaining thirty lie hidden ? Who
holds 1heir asnals? Who is the rich treasurer of that
golden heap, of blessed words and acts divine? One,
only one. Let her be entreated 10 enrich the world
by participation of her recondite knowledge. She
comes lo pour, inlo the bright waters that flow from
the apostolic fount, the virginal cruse which, Queen
of wise virgius, she treasures in her bosom. Yea
truly, and the lamp which if feeds canuot be extin-
guished. A few drops indeed only will she give;
for by those thirly years it may be said, that she
mainly was intended to profit; they were her schob]
of perfection.  But every single drop is most precious
—is as a peerless and priceless pearl. ¢ Oleum eflu-
sum nomen tuum.”? The very name of Jesus, that
name of blessing and saivation, she makes known as

of what He should, under it, accomplish, and the pro-
clumation of what, by it, He was declared. While
Aposties surrounded Him 1o witness His wonderful
works, while multitudes pressed iu admiration to lis-
ten to Him, she hung, at times, on the skirt of the
crowd, or stood eutside 1he door, the solicitons, be-
cause loving, mother. Bul the maternal heurt natu-
rally flies back to the days of infancy, which are there
laid up in vivid recollection. The woman will most
gladly remember the hour of her puresl joy; when
she rejoiced that a man was born into the world.—
What then, if He wus, the ¢ Wonderful, God the
Miglhty.?>—Is. ix., €. And such arethe precious, and
most goothing manifestations whieh Mary will make,
for the comlort of devout souls, even to the end of the
world. She will lay the very groundwork of the evan-
gelieal narrative. Whatever gratitude the Church
bears towards the collectors and preservers of our
first sacred records, is. due in a signal manner to
her. Whatever of credibility, authority, and truth-
fulness is warranted by Christian beliel, to the wit-
nesses of what constitutes the basis of faith, must be
peculiarly extended to her. Nor may we doubt the
justuess of her title in the Church— Recina Arosyo-
LORUM.
(To be conlinued.)

CATHOLIC INTELLIGENCE.

His Holiness the Pope has been pleased to appoint
by an apostolic brief, the Very Rev. J. O°Connell,
provincial of the Capauchin order in Ireland. "T'his
intelligence will afford much satisfaction to our fel-
low-citizens, to whom the zealous exertions of the
Very Rev. gentleman in the sacred ministry are well
known.—Cork Ezaminer.

Belfast has paid £300 to the Irish Catholic Uni-
versity fund.

The Rev. Mr. M‘Kinnon, P.P., of St. Andrews,
Sydney, Cape Breton, is elevated to the mitre of
Arichat, vacant by the death of Bishop Fraser. The

ce of Frederickton is vacant since the death of
Bishop Dollard.

A letter from Rome of the 25th ult,, in the Mes-
saggere of DModena, mentions a rumor that his
Holiness intends conferring the Cardinals hat upon
two Prelates of the Church of France in the next
consistory.  Oue of these Prelates, it is confidently
asserted, will be the Archbishop of Bordeaux.

The Rev. H. L. Richards, an Episcopalian cler-
gywao of Ohio, bas resigned the ministry with the
intention, it is said, of entering the Catholic Church.
—Cuthotic Herald. ’

CoxsecrATiON oF McR. TacHE.—A corres-
pondent of the Paris Univers, gives the following
details on the Consecration of Mgr. Tache, Bishop
of Arath, which took place on the 23rd November
last, in the Cathedral of Viviers ;— :

“The Counsecration of Mgr. Taché possessed a
peculiar interest. "Lhe prelate is a missionary, an
apostle of the New World, and this antique church
of Viviers, whither Providence bad conducted him
from such a great dislance, to receive the pontifical
unction, had wvot witnessed the consecration of a
‘Bishop for more than a century, that is, since the
consecration of Mgr. de Lawotbe, the pious and
illustrious Bishop of Auiens, which oceurred on the
4th July, 1734.

4 Mgr. Taché belongs to the society of Oblats, one
of the apostolic works of Pére Laverlochére, whose
preaching had some time ago so profoundly moved
the Catholics of France. Ie is a Canadian, and
scarcely 28 years of age. He preached the Gospel
during six years, to the Indian tribes of Upper
Canada 2nd the Hudson's Bay territory, when the
Bishops of the Province, just appreciators of the
merits and virtues of the young missionary, judged
Lim worthy of being associated with them in the
sublime ranks of the Episcopacy, and nominated
him to the choice of the Sovereign Poutiff, as Coad-
jutor of the venerable Bishop of St. Beniface, whose
diocese extends from. (ke shores of Lake Superior to
the Frozen Ocean. " '

“ When. Le Pére Taché. had learned that he was
nomigated Bishop of Arath, in partibus, his humility
was 50 alarmed, that he made every-efiort for during
a year, to decline the sublime honor of the Episco-

pacy. ‘The DBishop of Mnrseilles) as 'bis.superior,

‘acquainted with him.
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IRISH INTELLIGEXQE,

————

CATHOLIC SYMPATHY IN FRAN
‘IRELANDt CE Top

The following letter from the Archbishop of Tyag

appeared in the Univers of Jan. 12:—
% TO THE EDITOR OF THE UNIVERS,
4““T'narg, Feast of the Circumcising

car < of Qur Lord‘, 1852,

My Dear Sir—Permit me to avail myself of your
excellent journal to convey tothe venerable Bishap of
Nantes our thanks, st the expression of my rrm[h&[o
for having transimitted to me the sum oflhreealhoumal’s
one hundred franes (£124) destined toseccor the 1 oF
of my diocese, aud of other dioceses of the .xsmnlh)0 of
Ireland. I am also charged by the other Bishops who
have participated in the gift 10 convey to him tho
thauks for so opportuee an aid at a time so foll of dan-
gers and trials for the poor of Ireland. Amone the
varions offerings which have been made from time to
time by the Clergy and Faithful of France for the por-
pose of alleviating the misery of the poor of thiscoun-
iry, none has been more oppertune or more beneficial
than this last alms. Its distribution among the Clergy
of the parishes in which the enemies of :;-eligion elle
deavor, by gilts of meney and clothing, to seduce the
youns, has furnished them with means of ancmen-
ing the number of Catholic schools ; and during tha
lastfew wecks several families who had been th
hy pacritical vietims of Protestant proselytisn have
diffused joy among the Faithful by their return 10 th
flock of Jesus Christ, as well as by their publie ac-
knowledgment of the detestable means emploged to
induce them to send #eir children to schosls which
are the cradle of infidelity and vico.

<“Not content with these efforts, mads in the men
remote parts of the diocese, the agents of imposture
have atiempled to carry the war into the heart of the
city ; but, thanks to the zeal of the Clergy, and to the
fidelity of the people, they have experienced a signal
defeat. Disturbers of the public peace, wiih Bibls in
hand, sometimes stealthily, sometimes by open vio-
lence, have gone everywhere into the houses of the
peor to induce them, with their usnal offerings of foed
clothing, and money, to apostatise from the Faith of
their fathers. One of these impostors, exercising his
impious trade in spite of the resistance of the poor but
faithiul inhabitants of a small hovsc in Tnam, ex-
hibited a_monstrous weapon, cousisting of a. lesden
ball enveloped in a thong, and one blow of which
wonld be sufficient to kil the strongest man. Witk
this persnasive argument he cndeavored to enfores his
Biblical reasoning, when a young girl of heroic cou-
ragevresied {rom him this novel kind of weapon, hi»
therto unknown even among the most ferocinug to-
formers. The ball and itg cavering were lately shown
before the bench of magistrates, and althongh they
have been accustomed to the infamous acts of theso
agents of seduction and blasphemy, the exhibitioa of
the instrument filled them with heiror and indignation,
Uuwilling 1o trespass too much on your courtesy, !
abstain from relating aud commenting on other sini-
lar lacts.

““ What T have just stated is sufficient to show bow
much we have to endure from the Protestant Church,
whose Ministers in this town, from the highest totho
lowest, evince the utmost bitterness in this infornal
war waged against the Catholic religion.

¢ The active sympathy, of which we daily exper
rience the effects, on the part of the illustrious Hier-
archy of France, which combats for the liberly of
Catholic education with a zeal anl energy worthy of
its predecessors in tho most flourishing epoch of the
Chureh, obliges me to offer it the most earnest expres-
sion of my gratitude, and to assure you that { remaln
your very humble servant, "

¢ { JOBN, Archbishop of Toam-

Cuamttante  Brquests.—Columbus  O'Flanagsh
lute of Hardwicke-street, in the city of Dublin, bt
bequeathed to the Most Rev. the Arciibishop of Dub-
lin, the Rev. Mr. Bonrke, Catholic Curate, Marlbe-
rough-street, James O°Farrell, and John R. Corballis
both of Lower Baggot-street, Esqrs., the reversion o
all his property, real and personal, expectant on the
determination of the jife ‘ostate of his niece, - Elin
Dowell, to apply the produce in promoting the edus-
tion of the poor in Treland, and especially in Pm”}":'
ing the religious instraction of the Catholic poor child-
ren attending the National Poor Schools within the
city of Dablin, and also for such other _clmmable 4
pious purposes within the city of Dublin as they, 1t
their discretion, always acting with the. advice 0
Archbishop Murray, or'the Cathalic Archhlshﬂl’]"
Dublin, for the time being, shall think fit; and shon
such -charitable bequest be- illegal, and incapable ©
being carried into effect, then tosaid trustees,
lutely for their.own use.” e

Letters from Wexford state that the loss to-the .01 p
jobbers and butchers of that town, by the shipwree
the steamer Town of Wexf{ord, amounts'to 031
£3,000, ' Very littls, if any, of her cargo was.iosr




