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“‘, A-REMAREABLE LECTURE.

-, .
— —

" lhe Witnéss and ' Chiniguy aro - troubled at
~ the progress of the-Church, and the decline of
Protestantism. ~They sée ‘Ritualism making
- pmgresﬁfiiﬁiﬂhgl@n'd, and "gﬂg{yprsxons among
thio oreaini “of; her aristocracy: and literatures
beoomfﬁ&’@ﬁ@m@- _They seg;{ Romanism ”
making giant strides. in. America, and one of
them predicts, while tho -other fears, that the
¢time is coming when. Americi from sea to
ges, will be under the sway of ‘the ¢ priests of
Rome.” -They see Protestantism torn bya
hundred conflicting factions, and its decline
marking every chapter of its history, Macauley
admitted that it wis s6in Europe, and Emer-
gon admits that it is so.in, America; the one
gaid that the Catholio’ Chgreh shows no
symptons of decay, whileé Protestantism does;
the other said that:— -

«The Puritans of Eugland and America,” says
Emerson, “found in the Christ of the Catholic
Church and in the dogmas inherited from  Rome,
goope for their austere pioty and longings for civil

freedom. But their creed is passing away,and none
" grises inits room, I think uo man can go with his
. thoughts about him into one of our churches, with-

out feeling that what hold the public worship had
on men is gone or going, It has lost its grasp on the
aflection of the good, and the fear of the bad. In
the country neighborhoods, half p_amhes are sign-
ing o to use the local term. It ¢ already begin-
ping to indicate ckarscter agd religion to with-
draw from the-religious meetings, 1 have h_enrq s
devout person, who prized the Sabtath, say in bit-
terness of heart, ¢on Sundays it seems wicked to go
to church’ And the motive that hold the best
thece is now only a hope and a waiting.,” And
again :—" Our forefathers walked in the world and
went td their graves tormented with the fear of sin
and the tarror of the day of judgment. - These ter-
roes have lost their force, and our torment is Uabe-
Jief, the Uncertainty an to what we ousht to do, and
the distrust that the Nucessity (which weall a¢ last
believe in) is fair and beneficént, Our religion as-
sumes the negat’ve form of rejection, A great per-
plexity hangs likea cloud upon the brow of all
cultivated persons, a certain imbecility in the best
spirits which distioguishes the period.”

This was said thirty-six years ago,and the
words have a prophetic significance to-day.
And do Protestants ever ask themselves the
veason why? Letus inquire. It is true that
within a few years after Luther burned the
Pope's Bull at Wittenherg—Protestantism
carried almost everything before it. Eogland,
Scotland, Denmark, .Sweeden, Halland and
Northern Germany were completely overrun ;
while France, Switzerland, Belgium, Bevaria,
Austria and Poland pearly succumbed to its.
power. All appeared lost, and the Church
which had rescued the civilization of the world
at onc period, and had made the civilization of
another, appeared buried in its ruins. But
here we shall pause and leave the subject in
other hands, Weare bappily enabled to give
the first instalment of a remarkable lecture given
by Bishop Spalding of Peoria, upon this sub-
joct, and as the Witness does not deny that
the DECLINE OF PPOTESTANTISM is a fact,
perhaps it will serionsly consider this remark-
able lecture. While speaking of the early con-
quests of Protestantism, he soid :—

Ireland aloac temained uoshaken in her allegi-
ance. Protestantism, borme forward on the wings
of vlctory, confident of succe-s, possessing the
¢ ¢harm of novelty,holding out promises of liberty,
of greater happiness and worldly power, threw the
nations into a frenzy of delight and wild dreams.
With open arms they welcomed the comer-in,
looking back only to curse their fallen. So fickle
is the crowd, so uncertain its favor, that they who
had looked on the first attacks of Luther with sad-
pess and grief, yelded to the current that seemed to
bear ull with resistless force upon its swelling
bosom. And yet, in the very moment when its
complete triumph seemed assured, the advance of
the new falth was suddealy arrested, and for three
centuries Pnotestantism has not gained a victory.
A reaction in favor of the Church set in, anda
hundred years from the time Luther began to
preach, hls religion was abls to mantain iteelf even
in Sweden and Denmurk only by thesupport of
Cathollc France, governed by a Oardinal of the
Roman Church. France, Austria, Bavaiis, Poland’
Belglum, were &ll Cutholic; BSwitzerland and
Hollaud were partly saved to the sistiess violence;
it spent its force in fifty years, and then scttied
down iuto the lifsless form of State and national
religions. It ceased to Le contagious, and during
the two hundred and fifty years which have since
elapsed, it» spasmodic efforts to make an impres-
sion upon Catholic peoples have been futile, Oppor-
tunities the most favorable have not been wanting,
as for instance, in France at the close of the last
century. Theold Church was in ruins; her pricsts
in prison, in exile, her temples profaned, - her
worship forbidden, and the light of fuith seemed to
flicker. What a fleld was here thrown apen to
Protortant missionary enterprise! Or ake Spain
during the peninsular wars, when the country was
held vy Englisb armies, upholding the popular cause.
But in these rich fields oo :

PRSTESTANTISM GAYHERED NO SAEL VES. .

Thu religious controversies of three centuries have
not been wholly barren, Some truths at least have
" been maude so mauifust that the blind alone can fail
to see them, Among these, I may mention
the insuffiiciency of the Bible s :a rule ‘of
faith, Without the authority of the Church it be-
eomes, not God’s word, but man's word, .reflecting.
the prejndices and ignorances of the. individual
man, Christianity and the Church are inseparable’;
their unfon is a8 essential as that which exists be-
tween thoughts and language. To reject the au-.
thority of.the Church i3 to deny the truth of the
Ohristian veligion. Hence, whyn Catholics lose
faith, it is impossible that they-ihould patch up &
compromse with God's trath.-;Hbving abandoned
the impregnable fortress of Christ,it would be folly
to takegefuge in a mere out-word, Ifthe Catholic
.Churqhﬁg"qpb;(}od’a religion, God has:no religion.

" 28 frioD” of FioTEéANT Titieei,

-i8 the fisstrhalf centary (hat followed Lrther's at-

. tack oo’ t\’x‘q?gupacy. Havlog ceased.to advanoe, it
i

e

| slon: Protestantism remained stationary only when

it ceased to be Protustant,’ ‘The' early sects having
fallen under the temporal power, the rule of faith
was 0o longer the-Bible, but the Btate oreed. - The
governments, witkout- exception, had interfered
with the evol ation of Protestantism. '- The Ruropean

| sects were examples:of arrested development; for

even when dissent, iu spite of the secular arm, suc-
ceeded in forcing its way to the lignt, the necessity
of self-defence created strong ecclesiastical organ

jzations which drew up and enforced Cenfossions of
Faith. That the Bible iaterpreted by the individ-
ual mind is the rule of faith; was merely.a theory
which: bad never been put in practice ; and the de-
cline of Protestantiem was impeded by the enforce-
ment of State and Confessional creeds. In America
a different order of things firat arose, though even
there, there ‘existed a close conneciion between
religion and the government. In all the colonies
reiigious tests were enforced, and in seme of them
public worship was supported by taxation, We
maust also bear in mind that the sects were divided
‘by rtrongly marked dogmatic systems and clearly.
defined symbols of faith, which' were obstacles to
the free lnterpretation of the Scripture, The Re.
volution marks the beginning of & new era in the
religions as in the political history of this country.
In the Declaration of Independence an appesal is
made to God, the Supreme Judge of men, and Ar-
biter of human destiny; but po recognition of
divine authority is found in the Federal Consfitn-
tion. This omission is significant—it points in the
direction in which society was moving.

CIVIL, GOVERNMANT

henceforth was to be purely secular, and religion
was 10 be left to its own resources, to develop itself
without legal restraint in accordance with its in-
herent prisciples. Protestantism found an open
field and the only obstacle to the free interpretation
of the Bible was that which is inseparable from all
ecclesiastical organlzations and creeds, The re-
ligions history of this country is therefore all im-
portant in a study of the decline and dissolution of
Protestantism. We will therefore vxamine the
course of two or three of the more important mects
during the Jast hundred years, A century ago the
Congregutionalists wera the most numerous and 1n-
flaential religious body in the United States,
They represented the original American Church,
which bad coms over in the May Flower, which bad
made the wilderoess to blossom and had moulded
the thougbts and habits ofthe people. It had been
to tho Puritans the cloud by day and the pillar of
firs by night, and was blended with all the sweetest
and most sacrod memories of their descendants,
who looked upon it as the chiel nstional glory. the
pure religion of a chosen race, not subject- to
change ordecay. “ A change in the solar system,”
said Jobn Adams, ¥ might bs expected as soon ai a
change in the ecclesiastical system of Massachu-
setts,” Itg ministers were renowned for learning,
their social position was the bighest, and they in-
spired a reverence which has been accorded to the
preachers of no other Protestant sect in this coun-
try. ‘The authority which they exeicised. will
hardly be realized hy the men of this géneration,
In 1:74 when Massachusetts was without a legisla-
ture or executive officers, the entire people turned
instinctively to their ministers for guidance snd
help. © From the sermons of memorabls divines,”
says Bancroft, * who wers gone to a heavenly coun-
tey, leaving their names precious among the people
of God on carth, a brief collection of faithfal testi-
Tnouics to the cause of God and His New England
peoule was circulated by the press, that the hearts
of the rising generation might know what had been
the great end of the plantations, and count it their
duty and their glory to continue in those right ways
‘of the Lord whoreln their fathers walked before
them. Thelr successors in the ministry, all

PUTILE OF HARVARD OR YALE,

lorded over by no prelate, with the people and of
ths people, and true ministers to the people, un-
swpnssed by the clergy of an equal population in
any purt of the globe for learning, ability and vir.
tue, for metaphysical acu.eness, familiarity with the
principles of politicul ircedom. devotedness aund
practicul good sense, were heard as of ald with re-
verence by their congregations in their meeting
housu:s on every Lord's day, and on special occa-
siong, of fasts, thankegivings, lectures and military
musters. Elijal's mantle being caught up was a
happy tokea that the Lord wonld be with thig
gencration ag he was with their fathers,” Another
great advantage was given to Cougregational-
jsm by its local vosition. 1t was the ruligion of New
England ; and as the general jinfluence of New Eng
land has been preponderant in the affairs of this
country, weshould naturally expect to see itsrelig-
jon pruvail, especially as it happened to be moro
than any other of native growth and intimately
associatod with the struggles and triumphs of the
nation. It was held to be a democratic and repub-
Tican rellgion, in perfect harmony with American
pames and institutions, to the development of
which it had powerfully contributed; and was
thought to be indispensible to their maintenance.
Had an impartial observer a huodred years ago tak-
en a careful survey of the religious state of the
couutry, be surcly would have been led to the
opinion thut Congregstionalism was destived to bu.
come more and more the dominaat religion of the
United States. Tbhis is in fact the judgment which
Dr. Stiles,the President of Yale College pronounced
in his election sermon, preached befurs the Legis.
luture of Connecticut in 1783, * Whea we look fur-
ward,” he enld, “and sce this country increased to
forty or fifty millicns, whils we see all the religious
gacts incressed to respectable budier, we shall,
doubtless, find the united body of the Coagregational
and Presbyterlan churches making equal fignre with
any two of them.”

THR PROPHECY HAS NOT BEEX FULFILLED.

On the contrary. in spite of avery favoring circum
stance, Cougregationalism has lost his vantsge
ground and Les sunk inte the position ofa minor
sect. Worse than this—the falth which was its
life is dsad, Tue absence of doctriual unity wes
made manifest at »n early period by internal dis-
gensiotis, schisms, revolts, which often. gave rise to
the wildest and most extravagant thecries The
Armenians appealed from human creeds to Scripture
the Liberal Christiahs protested agalust the hara
ships and exclasion of Calviniam ; aud fivally the
transcendental school lifted itself above all author-
ity and acknowledged no God but

WLy,

whose name its inspired prophet wrote above the
entrancoe to this temple of u new faith. -1t was in
vain Congregationalism sought to save itself, by
refuslng to recognize its own offspring, The ortho.
dox wind of New. Eugland had been loosed from its
moorings, the dogmatic basis of religion.was swept
away, snd nothing vemained but to declare that
Christianity was not_a theory ora doqt;ine, but a
living process,” The revolution - whichhs taken
place in'the Congregational body itself was prought
olearlyto light ln the council which met at Boston
1n"1865,/1n" which an attempt was made to0’ agree
‘ipon-a dottiinal basis for the denominatiia. : Ada
measnre .o, .o‘o‘mp'rdn.all'e, the Confessions of , 1648
.and 1680, wére “afiimed substantially,” though a
leading m@mber of 'the Synod - declared that there
were articles in these old standards which'no ‘one
any longer aoceptgdzes true, The proposition to
draw up a new declaration of faith ‘was de¢lined by
the commtttes, fopithe reason.* that it could not be.
harmonloUBly ac:4ted: ‘Six years later; the Oberlin
Council refdger:itdlchinmit.the denomination to,

s

. grew 1igid n'the firm grasp,of the; tath

poral power.

This iy of great __'in_z;:'onnnj;:‘ in the'pressy; diszus- |
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dectrines of Christianity, and of which the remark
was justly made that it did mot- express the exaot
sentiments of any party. Divided witbin itself,a
prey to-conflicting elements~without ‘organtsation,
without unity of aim or purpose, undermined by
rationalism and infidelity, the Congregationsl body,
the old “ standing order of the Churches” which a
hundred years ago was the great acolesiastical er-
ganization of the country, venerableyet wigorous,
enthroned in the hearts of the people, 8 part of the
national glory, has fallen fato decrepitude, whils
sects that were then bardly knewn have entered
{ato the possession of a fisld which it thought its
own, : '

THE STATE OF 8OCINTY

in New England in the first half of the present cen-
tury, produced by the thaw and disolution of Calvin-
istic Congregationalism, has been characteristically
described by Emerson, “The church, or religious
party,” he says, “is falling from the Ohurck nominal
aud is appearing in temperanceland: non-resistance
sscivties, in movements of abolitionistsand of social
ists and in very significant assemblies called Sabbath
and Blble Coaventlons—composed of ultralits, of
seckers, of all the soul of the soldiéry of dissent, and
meeting to call In' question -the authority of tho
Sabbath, of the prlesthood and of the Church. In
these movements nothing was more remarkabls
than the discontent they begot in ‘the movers.
The spirit of protest and detichment’ drove the
members of these conventions te hear testimony
against the Church, and immediately afterwards
to declare their discootent with these conven-
tions, their indopendance of their colleagnes
and their impatience of the methods whereby they
are working, They defied each other Hke a cor-
gress of kings, each of whom bad a realm to rule,
and a way of his own that made concert unprofit.
able, - What a fertllity of projects for the salvation
of the world? Oae apostle theught all men should
go to farming, and another, that no man should
buy or sell ; that the use of money was the cardinal
evil ; another that the mischief was in our dist,
that we eat and drink damnation, It was in vain
urged by the housewife that God made yeast as well
as dough, and loves fermentation just as dearly as
He loves vegstation; that fermentation develops
the saccharine eloment in the grain and makes it
more pulatable and more digeatable, No, they wish
the pure wheat, and will die but it shall not ferment
Others atéacked the system of agriculture, the use of
animal manures in farming,and the tyranny of man
over britte nature; these abuses polluted his food.
The ox must be taken from his plough, and the horge
from the cart: the hundred acres of the farrn muat
be spaded, and the man must walk wherever boats
and locomotives will not carry him. Even the In-
sect world was to be defonded; that had been too
long neglected, and :

A "B6CIETY FOR THE PROTECTION OF GROUND-WORMS,

slugs and morquitoes was to be incorporated with-
out delay. With these appeared the adepts of homo-
eopatby, of hydropathy, of mesmerism, of phreno-
logy, and their wonderful theories of the Christian
miracles! Others assailed particular vocations, as
that of the law-clergymsn, of theschelar, Others
attacked the fostitution of marriage as the fountain
of social evils. Others devoted themsgelves to the
worrying of churches and meetings for public wor.
ship ; and the fertile jorms of antinomianism among
the elder Puritaus, seemed to have their match in
the plenty of the new harvest of reform.* From this
srme New England hot-bed, pullulated Mormonism,
Free-love, Free Religion, Abolitionism, Commun-
istic philansteries, Women's Rights Aesociation sud
other sentimentalisms more or less groas or refined.
In the midst of this social formentation faith was
smothered ; the special doctrines of predestination,
original Bin and jnstification, for the setling torth
of which the Congregational churches rested their
right to exist, eltber vanished or lost significance.
Zeal died with the decay of the dogmatic teachings
which bad inspired ic. Questions of God, of the
soul, of salvation, were drowned in the confusion
and nolse of contentious debates or projects for the
reform of the domestic, civil, literary and ecclesina.
tical institutions ofthe world. The Congregational
ministers bhad long been noted for political preach.
ing, and while the faith of the people was tirm, they
might with safety indulge this propemsity. But
allegiance to party had now become paramount to
loyalty (o the church ; and large numbers ubandon-
ed the Cougregational body because the political
opinions of the ministers did not coincide with their
own., From whatever side we view the subject wo
shall find

THE FIGNS OF THE TIMES

all point in one direction. The process ie onc of
dissolution, and not of evolution aud the result is
death not Iifo,

An increasing passion for self-destruction keeps
paco with the spontaneous decompotsition of Pro-
testaut Christianity. In the midst of the almost
universal decay and death of faith, the churm and
virtuy of life disappears, and that very material
progress whick once seemed so divinely good palls
upon ud ; not that our minds bave grown spiritual,
but because the heart is bungry ; and thesoul that
feeda on busks dies, To-dny in the United States,
with a population of some forty-five millions, there
are, according to the crusus of 1875, Lut 323,000
Congrotionalists; and this handful of unblievers, or
unbeliovers, without doctrinal unity, without or-
gunization, without zeal, is all that remains of

THE OLD PURITAN FAITH,

Atthe time of the Revolution, ¢ the Church of Eng.
land in the Colonies,’ as it was culled, was, aftcr
Congregationalism, the most powerfal religious
body in the country, Inall the Southern colonies
it was upheld by the law, and outside of New Eng-
land it counted among its metubers most of those
to whom wealth or social pesition gave distinction.
Its stronghold was Virginis, whose influence upon
nationsl affairs was greater than that of any other
single State, Washington himself was an Episcop-
alian, and the first chaplin to Congress was a min-
ister of this Church. Its liturgival worship was
performed at Jamestown lefore Plymouth Rock
had lLeen touched by the feet of the Pilgrims.  We
need not, however dwell upon 1ts opportunitles in
the United States, since thers hasnever been atime
in our history when an attentive observer could
‘have imagined Nthat there was a future for the
Episcopal Church in America. The Church of Eng-
land was not born of religions enthusiasm or con-
scientions conviction, 1In its verv origin it was
political and mercenary : received its form from
king and parliament,yand not from the workingsof
the overwrought goul, It has ever borne the taiut
of this original sin; has been wcrdly, comfortable and
respectable ; full of decency and . without nice
scruples. No divine iadignation. has shaden it ;
po rash enthuiagm bas, ever pushed it beyond the
bounds of what-1s' becoming, Tt is compromisinyg,
apologstic, deprecatory ;a religion of good breeding
a worship of culturé and propriety. Itis, = =
PROTESTANT:TO CATHOLICS, AND OATHOLIC ‘TO:PROTES-
I N BRI T‘NTS, TLop et ‘

and . in. reality. neither, There has never boon™a
place ‘withln. the ‘Church of England 'for herpio
gelf:dedication to God, fothe buraing zeal .which
persecution only inflames, for the irresistable’ fm-
pulse which urges:to ihe. preaching’ of Ohrist! to.
_beggars and ontcaste. ; A suggestivé rémark of Mac-
aulay is this—that Ignatius of Lioyols, had.heé Leen:
an:Anglican, would liavé. been "the léadet of & fore
, midable secession, while' John Wesley, in the Ca:-

sholic Chreh, would:Hiave besh the Rrt ggnerl of
o Engend B IR
[ 'E
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s new soclety devoted to the defence of her honor
and intereats, : ‘There has never been a constructiva
agitation in the Churck of, Eogland, All great
movements within it lead fatally out of it, to Cutho-
lic faith, sectarianism, or unbelief. Opportunities
for marvellous Buccess were not wanting to the
Auglican schism in this country, but the ability to
uge them was lacking. "It was to no purpose that
the Episcopal body, as ‘it is called, renounced its
allegtance to the mother conntry. Fo rise’ higher
than its source was impossible.  Like the Estab-
lishment, it remained formal and:- conventional,
weak and respected. Thero was no contagion in
its cold and dignified preaching : no power to move
the hearts of the people, Iu the cities it formed a
select audience among the .weslthy half-devout,
who bold that respectability is the first mark ef the
true Church, and who would as soon think of be-
longing to an unfashionable coterlo as of believing
in an unfashionable religion, It was paralyzed by
the character of those who were drawn tpit. No
great religious movement has aver originated amon

the rich and cultured. The feeble mannerin which
they hold divine truths weakens the cauge they
seek to defend; and, therefore, a Church which
loses the poor, loses the virtue and power of
religion. The eff-minate, St. Paul declares,
shall not possess God's kingdom, Episcopalian-
ism in the United States has developed no
ariginal thought, no vew life, It hus but re-
flected in a vague and fecble' way, the move-
ments and convulsions by which the Establishmunt
has been agitated in Epgland. The esrly history
of this sect, which as a distinct ecclesiastical organ-
ganization came into existenze with the cousccration
of White and Provost in 17§9, is remarkable chictly
for the mild and apologetic tone in which its claims
were urged, The Convention of Maryland, held in
1783, had recognized “ other Christian Churches
under the Revolution ;” and the Virginia Conven-
tion, 1785, In expressing a preference for uniformity
of doctrine and worship, had thought it necessary to
soften this mild declaralion by a warning against
whatever is incobsistent with ¢ liberality and
moderation” Bishop White who was the first to
introducs lay representatlon, thought a univn among
the Eplscopalians and the Metho ists might be
brought about, which shows how completely dogma
and Church guthorlty had viunished. Higher viows
have gradually gnined the ascendancy, but the
chaos of oplnion which is found inside the Church,
deprives them of officacy. Like the Establishment.

TIHE PROTESTANT EPIfCOPAL CHUROH,

is divided within itself. High and Low, Ritunlist
und Kvaogelicsl, Deist and Tractarian, all contend
with its fuld, which is an open area for the pro-
fold, which is an open aruna for the profession of
opposite aed contradictory religious opinions. In
the "United States, according to the cepsus of 1875,
thare are but 273,000 Episcopnlians, This is the
outcome of a century’s life and wotk in the midst
of a thousand favoring circumstances. The Epis-
copal Church in the United States has never exer-
ciged any influcnce upon the masses of the people,
and if we may judge from its character aud temper
ag well as its past histery, we can affirm without
rashness that it is not destined to acquire greater
power,

Next weck we shall give the remainder of
this remarkable lecture and meanwhile we hope
that our Protestant fricods will pounder over
it.

DANIEL OLEARY.
() s

THE IRISH-*“* AMERICAN ” PEDESTRIAN
CHAMP1ON OF TIE WURLD.

[ Y——

GREATEST FEAT ON RECORD.

— e

FIVE HUNDRED AND TWENTY MILES IN ONE
HUNDRED AND TWENTY-NINE HOURS-

e (s

BOUNDLESS EXCITEMENT AND
ENTHUSIAS M.
——e Qo

The great international six days’ champion pedes-
trian cempetition, for £750 in prizes, guarantecd
by SirJ D. Astley, Dart, M. P, which was com
menced on Monday morcing, March 18, at the
Agricultural Hall, Telington, at onc o'clock, termin-
ated on Saturday night at ten minutes pnat eight
v'cluck, by Daniel O'Leary, of Chicago, winning the
£500 prizv and the cballunge belt valued at £100,
he having accomplished five hundred and twenty
and a trifls over a quarter of & mile up to that time,
which is a quarter of a mile better than the best
performance on record, besides his having two
hours oud twenty minutes tospare before the six
days would buve cxpired.  Harry Vaughavo, of
Chester, who was second, relired nt thirty-eight
mioutes post seven o'clock, after having completed
500 miles, When O'Leary stopped he wos declard
the winuer amid boundless excitement and enthu.
sinsm, . Brown walked until half-past cight
o'clock, scoriug 477} miles, and George Hide also
walked until half past eight o‘clock, having sccoru-
plished 405} miles,

The conditions which governed the affairand under
which the prdestrians competed wers as follows.—
Sweepstakes of 10 sovs. eah, for all comers; each
competitor to make, by running or walkiug, the
best of his way on foot (without ussiatance) for six
days and six nights—i. ». to etart at one o'clock A.
M, on Monday, March 18, 1878, and finish at half-
past ten o'clock P, M. on aho Saturdey following,
The man accomplishing the greatest distance in
specitied time to be the champion pedastrian of the
of the worldand to have entrusted to his keeping n
belt value £100, and recvive L500; sccond, £100:
third, £50 and any computitor covering a distence
of 460 miles to receive Lack his stake, with an ad-
ditional £10. Anycompetitor (other than the first
three men)cevering moro than 500 miles to Lave an
additional £5 for every thres miles over the 500
miles, such sinount not to exceed .£40. Thesurplus
receipts (if any)over exponses to be either divided
butween the competitors who have sovered more
than 460 niles in the samoe proportion as the
prizes, or awarded in further prizes to cocoursge
pedestrianiam. Two tracks will be laid down—
one for Euglishmen and one for foreigners, Com-
petitors must appear in Unlversity costumeand they
will be requircd to- wear armlets (which will be
provided them), bearing figures corresponding with
their numbers on the programme, The start will
take place precisely at the advertized hour,without
any referenco to absentves, All will start ¥ith: the
lett hand to the inside of the track, but any competi-

tor may turnand go in an opposits dircction at the

complation  of 'any mile Ly giving notice to the
lap scorérs a lap buforehand, Each competitor to be
‘allowed one attendunt, who may hand to his man
‘relréghinents at a specificd part of the track, but at- |,
‘tendants must keep on the side. "Competitors will |
not be.allowed to wesr spiked shoes or bdots, Aby
-aom petitor wilfully jostling or bindering. any of bls
“opponents, or makiig' use:of bad langnage, will be
‘didquadlified; < Thé judges to liave -eole control over
ithe race and gay questions that may drise, and their
,de"q’gs_lqn to be final-and cotcltbive, ~wiws. . .t
. "The Chaliéhgd Belt to he held by the winter, eut-

by the wink
ject-'t0. ha¥a . the.followiog: comditions:~1. The
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eighteen months, and should he wish to bave it in
possesion he muat give security to the appointed
trustees and undertake t6 restore it when called
upon in good condition. 2. In case of the Belt
being won by any person resident ot of the United
Kingdom the trustees shall, -if they think fit, de-
mand the deposit of secui ity to the value of £100 be-
fore permittiog the trophy to be takerf out of the
country, 3, Tho holder of the belt shall not be
called upon to compute in more than two matches
within each current year, and in case of his winning
the belt in thres consecutiva. matches “(or sweep-
stakes), it shall become his absolnte property, pro-
viding that the whole of the said matches (or sweep-
stakes) have been dona fide in every respect. 4. The
holder of the belt must accept all challenges (sub-
Ject to the above conditions) for not less than £300
a side, and be prepared to defend his right to the
same within three months from the issue of anv
challenge. 5. In the event of a mateh being mude,
anybody oy join in by depositing £100 with the
appointed stukeholder within four. weeks previous
to the day fixed for the fixed for the commence-
ment of theitace;the winnerto ‘take the Lelt and
the whole of the stakes ; the gate receipts (after all
cxpenses have beenipaid) to be distributed among
tho cgggpetitors as may.be agreed upon beforehand,
with ‘tHe approval .of. the trustees. 6. The com-
mittee of the A. A.'C. are the appointed trustees.
‘The editor of tho Sporting Lifs is nominated stake-

‘holder for any matches that may arise for the belt.

7. All appeals upon questions not provided for by
these conditions shall be made to the trustees of
the lelt, whase decision shall fn all cases be final.,
and subject to no appeal in & court of law or other-
Wise,

‘I'he pedestrians were each provided with a retir-
ing room near the track, aud the lavatory on the
svuth-wost sido of the building was given exclu-
sively for the uso of the competitors and their at-
tendants, aud Lot und cold water was supplied as it
was required. There was algo a military cooking
stove stationed at the seuthwest end with a fire
night and day.

O'LEARY'S REVIOUS PERFORMANOES.

O'Leary, the wianer, in point of physique is a
eplendid fellow, and ka3 a stylo of walking which is
uoequalled, Ho stands five fout clght and one half
Inchrs, weighs about 145 pounde, and was
born in county Cork, 184G, but 8 now an Americun
citizen. 1In this country he har walked many won-
derful trials, among the first being » journey of 500
miles, In May, 1875 at the West Side tiuk, Chicago.
Next came Lhe notable victory over Weston at the
Exposition bullding, Chicago, ‘TI'his was a
match of 500 miles, occurring November 15
to 20, 1875. Weston was benten 51 miles, O'Leary
accomplishing as nearly as possible 503 miles
in the six cousecutive days. Aftur suvoral exhibi-
tion walks in St. Louis, San Francieco and other
places of prominence 1n the far West O'Leary went
to England, for the parpose of meeting the noted
pedestrians of that conntry. I{o was not long idle,
for in November, 1876, ho was matched with Peter
Crossland, at Blanchester, agaln winning, ealking
1131 miles io the firat twenty.four hours, 185 miles
in forty-elght hours, and 258 miles in seventy-two
hours. During December of the same year he wall-
ed W. Howes, nt Cambridge Iluath, the match
belng of 300 miles, which strange to sny, O'Leary
lost, although the performance of the winner was in
nowige remarkuble. O'Leary next walked another
300 miles match with Crossland, Fomons Palace,
Manchester, Fubruary 28 to Mareh 3, 1877, when
the Shefliolder turned the tables and won, but not
without showing n performauce unprecedonted, and
beating record time from 142 wil s up to 287 miles
(69 bours, 22 min. 22 sec.) Iis next performance
wus the wemorablo macth with Weaton, Agricul-
tural Hall, Loadon, from Aptil 2 to 7, 1877 Tte
six day's task was for £500 aside, und O’Leary
walked 520 miles to Westen's 510, O'Leary mado
200 miles in the best time then record d, and the
miles from 287 up were the fastest. A short while
after the latter event O'Lenry came brck to the
Unlted States, und in Now York he attempted to
walk 520 miles in six days, July 2 to 7, 1877. Ow-
ing to Lis poor physlcal condition ho failed. In
November of last yeur O’ Leary beat John Ennisin a
match of 100 milea for 3500 a side, Tt was walked
ut the Exposition Building, Chicage. O'Leary ac-
complishod 60 miles in 8 houry, 41 min, 34 sec.
and the full distanco in 19 hours, 59 min, 40 sec.
Itanis quit ufter walking £4 miles in 17 hours 48
min, 53 swe. O'Leary subscquently wppesred in
two or threc exhibition walks in Cincinnati and
other towns in the West, where he prepwed him-
self for the undertaking s nbove, reachiug London
just in timo to take part in the great cxhubition of
physical cndurance,

THIS MORNING’S NEWS.
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The Pope's new [neyelical, it is said, will
dwell upon the desirc of the Dapacy to unit:
with Ttaly in order to secure a position beticr
suited to its ecclesiastical character,

The Servian troops have evacuated Wranja,
the Turkish inhabitants of which have sked
permission to migrate into Servia, since the
place has been occupied by the Russians,

The London Post says that unless Russia
yields, the brewing storm will breuk out, The
ierlin Lost, in an apparently inspired article,
justifies Xngland’s demand, and says Russia
should be wisc enough to be moderate.
200,000 men of the Russian Landwehr were
called out on Monday, and it is belicved that a
war with England is being prepared for,

The Paris Temps thinks the Congress has
failed. Fronce etipulated from the first that
she would not coter it unless all the signatory
Powers of the Paris treaty were represented,
and the Council of State have now rxenewed
this resolution. "
The Grand Duke Nicholas, accompanied by
12 Tussian Cenerals, visited the Sultan at the
Palace of Dolma Baghtche, on the Bosphorus,
yesterday, afterwards proceeding to the Palace
Beglerbeg, where he was gisited by the Sultan,
Adverting to the Sultan’s. apprehensions of an
Anglo-Russian coofliot, the Grund Duke is
eredited with the statement that he hoped the
Congress would effect an arrangement,
Agents of the: British Government ars buy.
ing horaes, “for cavalry 'service, in the South
western States—particularly in Illinois and
Kentuoky.; 1,800 are to be purchased and
shipped by way'of Canada. - Each horse pur.
chased is branded by the letter S " which
mémﬁ’??“ Service. " Fiva to ten carloads of

horses,’ daily, ate skipped on tHé* Chicago and
N a1y

orth - westérn’ ‘Road consigned to ‘foreidh -

“I'igaer will Bays fo

def:d-hiz claim 10 the belt for

| gents, "
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