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. | '  From thoForgel- e-nn;
THE OLD GENTLEMANS PENC”.

BY T. E. WILKS, ESQ.

4

Tnz. day-that witnessed the arrival of Ernest Hartmann

in the gay and magmﬁcem city of “‘lorence was as bright
witbout ua his bosom was dark within. Ernest was a
German by | bxrth 8 tra\'eller by habu, and au arust by
professzon His mas!er, when ho dismissed his pupil, told
him that he drew superbly, und coloured better : he quite
agreed with the worthy old man, snd iwagined himselfa
Claude in landscape, Salvutor Rosa iu grouping and
Jmagination, a Vasdyke in poriraits. .Certaiu it is, that,
‘having with itnmense Jabour and trouble puinted oo altar-
piece, representing St Michuel destroying the serpent of
_evil, which he could not dispose of, it was with infinite
groce prascuted to the pastor of his native village, and
forthwith decorated the walls of it time-worn church. |5
This had hitbertu been his greatest exploit in painting, hat
i was ;v-i_lh anticipations of cuinplete auccess, his fertile
‘in;:_:ginnti?n teemiug with visions of present wealth and
“:enjoyment, of evergreen laurels, to great fame, and cer-
* vain imwortality, that he rushed 1o lialy, to cope with her
: favoared sons. lIlow amazingly comumerce with tihe world
:represacs the warnn imaginings ot youth ! —it is Jike the
art of the Musselwun, who cools bis shecbet with snow.

. Eruest soon found that he was mistaken ; that self-con-
ceit did not elways betoken reul tulent : that his best ef-
 forts, albeit adwired in an obscure German village, were
¢ fur, very far inferior to the worst of those which be had so

§l'kgixgly;,imngilxed he should rival ; and that, did be wish to |-

{ remain in ltaly, he wust either commenco the wilsome
gfmk of rencwing the study of Lis profession from its enr-
£ wol_with all us dewdgery, or at onco relinyaish
“his bclovcd art, and seek some othor mieans afprocurm"u
," submlenoe After u lengthened counsideration, he deter-
~ mined for a brief period to do nsitber the one nor the
;ﬂher with paletto at his back, he travelled through great
“ cpart of U country of the vine and the orauge : e visited
. i:Nuaples, wondered ut Vesuvius, guzed with rapture upon
ﬂho spreading Doy, and longed to enter into the pleusurcs
; C.of the city without being able to do 0. He ruwbled to
L}hlqn, theace to Vanice, and lastly, as we have scen, to
ﬁoronce. where he arrived with u purse exhausted to the
drigs, 0 hsad aching with disappointment and fatigue, =
E sig blazing like some huge furnace above lLim, a scene
p ‘like fairy luad around him, and a prospecs of buving uothing
i 315.¢dt before him.

¥y wretched part of the suburbs, and hera he vegetated
er than lived for severnl days, until something very
kch‘altin to despair visited his bosom, nnd lurked in hii

iifinished pictare on his eusal, when the door of his

Rieman entered. This personage wus dressed in black,

"hia"carried in his hand an elony stick ; but, while the
les on hia Lirow told of tige, his piercing eya convinced [t
¢‘who guzed .on him: thdt, thopgh his body might be
ebled by the great couqueror, his mind retained its
ne vigour. Ernest -started from his sent, and, having
ed with some. hurpnse, beggcd to know wlmt were bu

Iy

1. iuida.

e _towards rnnk and emmenre. and have long regreu-
1‘9 "Owncu &'y your progress. Ernest bowed.” **1

,,,,,,

"to congrnmfate you ‘o tho near approach yob
¢ chadb 10 b b 6ct of’ your ‘wishee." " Krotat”

hive at faic

itory saddenly opened, and a respectable Inoking:old |-

T

bowed still lower, ‘2nd cast an mqummve glance ‘around |’
the wretched apartment, as though seeking to ‘discover
tokens of the good fortune upon which he had been: con-
gratulated : nothing, however mét his i mqumng glance bui
proofs irrefragable of poverty and neglect ' The old gen-
tleman resumed. ‘I ‘have long been’ employed ‘in.
framing o gift worthy of your acceptance,” and have at
length succeeded. ['pray you take this pencil,” and he
dresw from under his cloak an instrument formed of cedar
wood; in shapo not unlike a common ruler, save that, at
ane a%slmrpened to a point, it formed:a drawing pencil,

and atthe other, a small portion of camel’s hair constitated
a painting brush.  ** With this inestimable: treasure in
your possession, it 13 a task easy of performance to surpass
every painter that ever breathed or breathes. Sietch with
the pointed end, paint with the other ; the design, the e;i-
ecution, the colouring, all will proceed spontaneously; and,

guided by your wishes, unrivalled will be your produq-—
tions, while you, inheriting the ﬁme, and reaping the pro-
fit, will werely be the aclur.of a mechanical motion.?’ -

Ernest listened with great astonishnient, but still more]
incredulity, to this dtrange address, and when it was finish- |
ed Jnughed nlond. The old gentlemar seemed rather of-
fended. < {f you doubt me, if you question’ the efficacy
of the pencil put i atonce to the test: there i3 canvass
ready on your easel.”’ ,

““8ignor, I thank you,”” replied Erpest, still smiling ;
**bat, do you think me so silly as to suppose that, did this
strangely-formed ' instrument really possess the qualmes
you describe; you would so readily glve it away ? 22 .

“* Nuver heed what my mdtives may bd,”” answered
the old gentleman ;1 have told you that 'k merely desire to
witness your advanicement ;. that is & very polite Teasott to
nssign, surely; and with it you shodld be satisfied. I have

oaly ~ons cundition to riquire from yon, and that’is, tha;
you wiil never either sell it or give it away. Promise me
this, and the pencil is jour's.”’ '

*« Am [ awake, or dreaming >** queried Ernest. No, it
was not a dream : there sat the old gentleman, his white
locks overshadowing a countenance full of some indescri-

care the deurest wishes of bis heart—ay, and of evéry other
heart—wealth, nnd fame, ‘and ‘honours—and afound ‘hilp
wers the broken walls of a chamber which he might, "if |
he wished,now change for a palace. ¢ It is not a dre'am',"
concluded Ernest, *“ but a very singular reality.”’ He was
not lonyg in deciding what 1o do. ¢ I am in honour bound »,
he considered, ‘¢ not to part with this gift, to say nothiag of
seli-inmerest in retsining it. .The only request, therefore,.
that the donor mukes, is one whith demands no sacrifice
in the compliance.’”” There are very few who would noy
a0 have argued—-nevertheless, the natural question, ** Who
is this old gentleman 2’’ suggesied itself, and spo&e openly
in the ensuing remark. : S

<t But, are there no p;her conditions ?”" .
¢ None, 'whntever,” auswered his vi,siié_r ; *a carefal
fulfilwen of the one ave named is all that I.require.
Cowme, Signor Ernest, say at once whether you will accept

aiy gift. I bave otber business. which calls me away';
and, remomber that this is a matter reg:u-dmw only your
own iuterest.’ '

s ] do accept it, then,” cried Ernest enworly, « and for

itreturn a thousan® thanks.””  Ho could not suy less lhun

a thousand under the circamstances.

"Than furewell, Swnor, said the slrnnger, rmng frpm
the atoo!l, whereon he hnd without heeum& formnl rules.
quietly seated himself. ¢ I wish you every hapylness? .md
doubt not that on some futuro occnsxon we shagl meg‘
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bable expression : there lsy the means whereby to pru-i

R | heamlytrIxst 80" Si«nbr,"’iz’nést repﬁed”"’ﬁ’e‘ dh[d
not say less mrder the' c"xrdu'm§tances e ne?qrtheﬂesﬁ” 'it"was-,
a-great filsehood: However, it pleased the old' gehtlemﬁn
perhaps all the'better for beiug a falsehood.o" Makm’c aPo- . .
lite bow; the latter took kis leave; and Efnest, damng to -
his nnfinished painting, eagerly tried the powers of his‘new
acquisition, It was:indeed every ‘thing thag had'beeit Ge-
scribed ; figures, foregronad, perspective;: ieky, all; sprang
from. the magic*ipstrument :-in less-time-than 1t€ reqmrbd
for his imagination to conceive 1. single figure, al;, was ‘com-

>pleted the colours. dry, the deswn and eﬁeCt bnﬂxant abd

unrivalled. - T T . ","‘s"’-j;“ir,‘,"f

‘Tmagine a poor brieflése bamater, dxmnc on a cbop “with
no wine, suddenly’ créated and’ gazatted ayg Lord Chuncel-' "
lor 5 of an unfortunate W elsh: curate ‘with a §mall shpend
of thirty pounds a year;’ and a Iarge famdv ‘of half ns'ﬁm‘i\y.,
children, suddenly- called upon’to'take possession! of - tﬁat .
ehdice piece of chareh preferment yelept the bxs‘hbpnd" of
‘Durhem ;- or picture to “yourself a wretched crelitare of a
midshipman, who has seen himself described a3’ §‘c;1ch thﬁtnl
'he begins to doubt whether promotinh to” him “is not an

¢ airy notbing,” suddenly called upon to carry“ ‘¢¢the fed
ﬂag at t!se fcre 37> or: sappose any otber' change eqmﬂly'

vy

like the feelmas of Eme:at Hnrtmanu oD 7*‘ nT

Habits axid ‘mann’rs may hé dxssmnlar, garme_nts fa; b&
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differently formed and differently worn, comélexlbug iuay
be unlike, and features may vary ] but, lp nll’ cases,.m @ll
nations, and under all clrcumstances, the buman “n‘r't Je-
mains similarly constituted. THe mba[ntants of Frf‘r;x;::e, :
like those of London, are guided solely by orxﬁ;ﬁiofeﬁiﬁl"‘a—
sbion. Fashion is the sun of poets and paxntera;“{vj_ en
ibe one writes of Fortnne, or the otfxer portravs %grg 'ﬂley o
ought to represent het’ with a s'lly oxpressm of '.‘:OIH:]{ -i
raaoce, and place in "her “hand a ratlle, fbr I’fn,shzon to *all
the rest of the world is Fortune 1o them. Fusbxon, vbon—
derful dame ! it is that 1nakes or mars thém ; talent JS of
secondary importance : Fashing possesses power zgs ex-\
tensive as it is arbitrary. Washion’ cauwht nold of me hand
of Ernest }'artmann, and camed hxm thh her to rank and

00t SRR
emmcnce.
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Had the wonderful pamtm"a w hlch Ernest sent forih to
the world been mere] y the producuons of his own gen.ugs,
It is five hundred chances to one that he would ha.ve e~

e ]

mamed in wretched poverty and gloomx obsggn}y durﬂﬂg
life, and been 1mmortalued after death hke—-how  ipany ?
but wuh him lhe' cas= was dnﬁerent' th‘. ma«xccgenpzi
wrought wcnders not merely on canvass, but on the u,lha-
bitants of Florence. T e, Grand Duke nmted th atel;er*-’
of Erpest Hartmann ; 3 the Graud ane, ;wnth va§; ;agte
adwired a superb pmmmg of tbe Madonna, and as the
Grand Duke did. no.oﬁ‘er to buy it, Emest lm}mbl.y hugg‘ed R
his acceptance o. “the uifle? wlnch he ‘had been pleased :

{to honour with his approml The Grand Dul\e gracnonsly .

‘|deigned to accept as a gift that which he was too 1\001‘ to

purchise, and the next da} Ernest received a patent of no-
bility, und became Imhamzed under the utle ot' Count Al—-

dini. What a ﬁne wOrld we hve m’ meut 1s .xl

a}ys te- .
v FUSS AL
warded !

A yenr and a day after hls ﬁrst vxsnt, the old gentleman\ ‘
nqd hls «nft, a8 mdeed all lus gt{ta d»—-—had wprked a
gtrange alteration. . Cogat Eraest Aldinj wan the: epsyiand
adxmranon of :dl Florence. All the, arusta envxedﬁhm:, for .
bls puntmus surpgs:x.d heir’ ; as mncb &S the grgsn';‘m};’ |
¢ last® surpasses. the . daub before a vlllage glq}kogae -—ﬂnd -
where there is, supenoruy tbere mugt Pe. vag—
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ﬁnttercrs of human nature call 1t emnlai‘m or &v

w!ehe they p]easo. The ancient roblesse envied. hxm, bo-:'—.
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